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Scripture refers to God as our Cre
all His creation—that everything around 1
from Him. He is the sole source of Creati
brought something out of nothing, He ha:

The Bible remains consistent in pc

e [saiah 44:24 — “Thus says the Lord, yow
Lord, who makes all things, who stretches vuc i sivur i wan wiviig, i opavuns avavan e «
Myself.””
¢ Jeremiah 10:11, 12 — “Tell them this: “These gods, who did not make the heavens and the eart
perish from the earth and from under the heavens.” But God made the earth by his power; he
the world by his wisdom and stretched out the heavens by his understanding” (NIV).
e Psalm 96:5 - “For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the Lord made the heavens” (KJV)
* [saiah 45:18 — “For this is what the Lord says, He who created the heavens (He is the God wh
the earth and made it, He established it and did not create it as a waste place, but formed it tol
inhabited): ‘I am the Lord, and there is no one else”” (NASB).

By identifying Himself as the Creator, God allows His power and character to be obser
through everything He created in this world and beyond. David was aware of this as he wrote
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19:1).

By inviting people to understand something about Him while examining Creation and
more about the things that were created, they can then begin to grasp the spiritual enrichment
things that are not seen. “For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that tk
without excuse” (Romans 1:20).
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he mouth, and even begin to exude a rotten odor to d
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wmble in proclaiming the truth.

rator’s authentic intelligence as they diligently labor t
food supplies to support the colony as told in this iss
nassuming, but the Creator wants to teach us intellig
1s us, “Go to the ant, thou sluggard; consider her way

vinged creatures offer vast demonstrations of His aut
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;among the first specimens of breathing life on earth .
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hundred twenty-three thousand square feet.

Granite endures the elements well and will
not show hardly any signs of wear for hundreds of
years. It can be found on all continents standing
firm under harsh conditions. Sealants and coverings
are not needed to keep this rock durable and stain
resistant. The Creator not only made granite strong
and unyielding, He made a lot of it.

Seventy-five percent of the earth’s crust is
granite—mostly plain gray with black specs but also
white, black, brown, beige, and amber often with
veins of pink, red, or blue. Could the Creator have
intentionally painted the most common rock on the
globe the same pigments and tones to represent His

and nearly flawless gemstones that our b
eyes desire. Many people support the ht
industry while seeking adornment with :
diamonds, emeralds, rubies, and sapphir
unrefined rocks are not as attractive to us
outward beauty comes as part of our can
such distractions can easily separate us f
for the Lord. God loves the imperfect an
both rocks and in people. Common rock
appearance, can be practical and benefici
of God’s people can assist in building Hi

Granite has served many purpos
the ages including great temples, towerit
roadways, monuments, fountains, statue



But do we know what our own useful purpose
is while we inhabit this land? “For we are His
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand so that we would
walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10, NASB). While we
search for our purpose in day-to-day living, we must
turn to Jesus as that treasured cornerstone to find,
follow, and build upon His plan for our lives. Plain,
humble rocks remind us of Jesus as Isaiah described in
53:2. “He grew up ... out of dry ground. He had no
beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his
appearance that we should desire him” (NIV).

God made everything for His pleasure and to
work in harmony according to His will. Granite exists

view we see only cold, unyielding obstac
our path. We can easily lose hope and be
or hard-hearted as a rock that is of little ©
We were not created to be stone cold but
cling to the Rock of Ages so His powerfu
protection, and promise of eternal life ca
to lean on Him as a solid and reliable bec
which to build a hope-filled future.

God refers to Himself as the Rock
times in the Bible. The psalmist wrote, “.
O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my roc
fortress and my deliverer, my God, my 1«
I take refuge, my shield, . . . my strongho
18:1, 2, ESV). God'’s character is unchang



and in all Creation waiting to be found by seekers
and believers from every corner of the earth to inspire
admiration and awe toward Him. Reiterated in
Romans 1:25, we are to worship and serve the Creator
and not created things.

Everything God created has physical attributes
and, more importantly, spiritual significance for His
glory. Knowing His heart can help melt the hardness
of our stubborn hearts. God wants to give “‘a new
heart and put a new spirit
hearts of stone and to give us ““a heart of flesh’”
(Ezekiel 36:26, NASB). God laid the foundation of our
spiritual, eternal world through His Son, Jesus Christ,
who is worthy of our loyalty. The Lord God says:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, a

rrr

in us; to remove our

costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed.

are a letter of Christ, . . . written not with
the Spirit of the living God, not on tablet,
on tablets of human hearts” (2 Corinthial
The Rock of our salvation is unchanging,
be transformed to be solidly in Christ.
Ponder the conversion of rough 1
something of greater use. Then consider
wanting such transformation in us as we
the church, stone by stone, and strengthe
to serve Him together in our work on ea
struggles and our testing make us strong
where we can firmly take a stand to help
plan of salvation for a hurting world.
God has provided this land and i
foundational granite as a proving grounc
place to help us endure and persevere ur



His mighty power along the way. “Hear wha
Spirit says . .. To him who overcomes, ‘to hir
give . ..a white stone, and a new name writte
stone which no one knows but he who receiw:
(Revelation 2:15, NASB).

We should never take granite for grar
this awesome rock demonstrates much usefu
including pointing us to God. “Trust in the L
forever, for the Lord God is an everlasting roc
(Isaiah 26:4, ESV).[@

Leslie A. Sams writes from Warren, Ohio, where ¢
explores biblical lessons found in nature while ser
church school teacher trainer and is the author of '
Teacher Basic Training Guide.
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keep its balance.

“From the beginning of the creat;

‘made them male and female”” (Mark 10:
female opossums are called Jills, and the
adult male opossums are Jacks. While o
mostly alone, females look for male mate
times a year. After mating, females give
than two weeks! This gestation period is
of any mammal in the world.

When born, the premature kits ar
blind, and hairless. They use tiny claws
feet to climb up the female’s belly into a
that forms a pouch (or marsupium). If the
survive the journey to her pouch, their cl
off, which avoids injuring the mother; th
God'’s detailed care. Once in the pouch,
constantly drink their mother’s milk and grow quickly.
Females can give birth to as many as twenty babies,
but only the first thirteen that make it to the pouch and
connect with a mammary gland will survive.

While the male continues its solitary life, God
provides the female with the ability to keep her group
of babies (or passel) with her for almost three months.
At around eight weeks old, the bigger ones face the
world on their mother’s back but still intermittently
drink her milk. They might cling to her tail, but if they
fall off as she forages, they might go unnoticed and not
survive. However, if they manage to hold on, they are
in for a wild ride while being introduced to nuts, fruit,
and insects. Now a bit more mature, the young are
called Joeys.

When we think of marsupials, the kangaroo
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their aeep red bark. lhese mignty reawoods can reach higher than a tnirty-story skyscraper
or three hundred twenty feet tall. Some of the trunks grow more than twenty-seven feet wide!
It's humbling to realize that a few of these older trees started growing more than two thousand
years ago—around the time Jesus lived on the earth!

The commanding, stately stature of the redwoods and their coastal surroundings brings
to mind Psalm 96:11-13. “Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound, and
all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the forest sing
for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the Lord” (NIV). The redwoods of this forest rejoice before
the Creator God in their natural heavenly spires, and their magnificence teaches me to praise
Him for His creativity on display. Strolling in the shadow of these colossal trees also taught me
that all Creation glorifies God, and I had the privilege of joining the forest in giving praise to
our Maker. When I walked among the old-growth trees at Stout Memorial Grove, which is also
accessed via Howland Hill Road, I recalled Isaiah 55:12 inviting me to join in singing for joy and
exalting the Creator. ““For you shall go out with joy, and be led out with peace; the mountains
and the hills shall break forth into singing before you, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
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hands.



stunning rocky CIITs that surround 1it, Wnich all aeepened my relationsnip witn wod.

First, these four-hour rowing excursions have taught me the importance of perseverance.
Rowing continuously over long, calm stretches of the river can be physically and mentally tiring
when there is no apparent end in sight. Persistence pays when the vast Pacific Ocean comes into
view, which reminds me of the wisdom of Paul’s statement in Galatians 6:9 which says, “Let
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not
give up” (NIV). Just as God gives me the strength to finish the rowing trip, He will continue to
equip me to persist in doing good in other areas of my life. The sight of the sea is an incredibly
picturesque reward to receive at the end of the excursion, and I can have confidence that
persevering through other difficult challenges will yield similarly satisfying results.

Secondly, I've learned while boating and swimming that the river also praises the Lord
and inspires me to take delight in yet another aspect of God'’s creation. As the psalmist says,
“Shout for joy before the Lord, the King. Let the sea resound, and everything in it, the world,
and all who live in it. Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy;
let them sing before the Lord” (Psalm 98:7-9, NIV). While standing on the rocks at the water’s
edge, I feel a sense of wonder at the peaceful surroundings and marvel at the truth that just like



Battery ’oint lighthouse trom atar.

The rocky Point St. George, three miles from Crescent City, has two beaches
one to the north of the point and a small one to the south. While visiting the south
traipsed the driftwood-strewn shore near the pounding surf and recalled the truth
than the thunder of the great waters, mightier than the breakers of the sea—the Lo
mighty” (Psalm 93:4, NIV), which underscores God’s limitless power that is way st
the force of the wild waves.

One of the ways God displays His might is in His total dominion and abilit
nature. “You rule over the surging sea; when its waves mount up, you still them” (
NIV). Even the obscure, lazy starfish and scampering crabs are subject to His auth:
ruling over the vast ocean and orchestrating the tides, He is also sovereign over my
can trust His power and His plan. Faced with trials and difficult seasons of life tha
the all-engrossing waves, I can be confident that God is still in control.

Visitors can also relish their time among the redwoods with a 5.5-mile trek
gigantic trees while following a dirt Boy Scout Tree Trail with an abundance of swi
Covered with tree roots, this route requires cautious navigation, but the beautiful fi
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five, He filled the air with an avian chorus.

“And God said, “. . . let birds fly above the
earth across the expanse of the heavens.’
So God created . . . every winged bird
according to its kind. And God saw that it
was good. And God blessed them, saying,
‘Be fruitful and multiply .. ., and let birds
multiply on the earth.” And there was
evening and there was morning, the fifth
day” (Genesis 1:20-23, ESV).

What an exciting time to watch
the birds be created on the fifth day of
Creation! And they continue to multiply
with approximately fifty billion birds on
earth (more than six times the human
population) among roughly ten thousand

hundredths of an ounce). The joy of bird
watching brings positive physical, mental,
and spiritual health benefits by connecting
people to nature and away from our high-
tech society.

The Creator instructs us to “ask
the animals, and they will teach you, or
the birds in the sky, and they will tell you”
(Job 12:7, NIV). So, scientists have done
exactly that to gain amazing aerodynamic
insights in developing modern inventions
including airplanes, helicopters, gliders,
and drones.

An abundance of birds fly, flutter,
soar, and dive throughout the globe in
deserts, forests, sea coasts, and cities.



nest beside the road, either in a tree or on
the ground, and the mother is sitting on
the young or on the eggs, do not take the
mother with the young” (Deuteronomy
22:6, NIV).

Wanting to share the delights of
His ornithological world with us, Jesus
points to the birds to teach us not to fret or
worry. “Look at the birds of the air; they
do not sow or reap or store away in barns,
and yet your heavenly Father feeds them”
(Matthew 6:26, NIV). He wants us to
understand how faith as small as a small
mustard seed results in a place of rest.
“‘When it grows, it is the largest of garden
plants and becomes a tree, so that the

flees from home” (Proverbs 2
Our gaze gets lured toward t
knowledge that appears to h
to land on and twigs for buil
Instead, we find this tree lack
and living water and leads tc
lie awake; | have become like
on a roof” (Psalm 102:7, NIV
discouragement, “I cried like
thrush, I moaned like a mows
My eyes grew weak as I look
heavens” (Isaiah 38:14, N1V).
innately follow God’s guidar
tend to follow our own ways
in the sky knows her appoin
and the dove, the swift and t



passes by, not comprehending how much
He loves us. The sense of failure and
shame weighs us down, earthbound, and

separated from the soaring joys of heaven.

And we plead, “Oh, that I had the wings
of a dove! I would fly away and be at
rest”” (Psalm 55:6, NIV).

We remain yearning for the
promise that seems so distant. “Those
who hope in the Lord will renew their
strength. They will soar on wings like
eagles” (Isaiah 40:31, NIV). His Word
offers an updraft of encouragement that
lifts us above the burdens that drag us
down. The Lord is the Source “who
comforts us in all our troubles, so that we

drowns out the sounds of nature, birds
do not sing louder to be heard. We must
stop and listen. From branches up high
they chirp, tweet, and sing out their songs
with soft melody as they always have
done under the watchful care of their
Creator. He assures us, “I know every
bird in the mountains, and the insects in
the field are mine” (Psalm 50:11, NIV).
And he values each one. ““Are not five
sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not
one of them is forgotten by God"” (Luke
12:6, NIV). “Who provides food for the
raven when its young cry out to God

and wander about for lack of food?” (Job
38:41, NIV). Yet, He values us even more.
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your wisdom and spread its wings toward
the south? Does the eagle soar at your
command and build its nest on high?"”
(Job 39:26, 27, NIV).

He continually bids us to rely
on Him. “Surely he will save you from
the fowler’s snare and from the deadly
pestilence. He will cover you with
his feathers, and under his wings you
will find refuge” (Psalm 91:3, 4, NIV).
Rising from prayer when we are still
wounded and feeling entangled, our
rescue seems to come slowly as our
heartfelt pleading songs feels like they’re
blocked by a hardened gray sky. David
in his regret cries to God to restore the

worshipful praise. As we ret
our nest, the light grows brig
illuminating truth. Disciplin
of our sanctification so that v
discern the bait of the enemy
escaped like a bird from the |
snare; the snare has been bro
have escaped” (Psalm 124:7,
only discipline from the Lorc
discipline to freely choose to
to His Word every day.

God uses birds as ser
assurance to Elijah. “You w
the brook, and I have directe
to supply you with food ther
17:4, NIV). He also appointe



freshly plucked olive leaf!” (Genesis 8:11,
NIV). Doves have been used to indicate
the presence of the Holy Spirit, especially
at the baptism of Jesus. ““I saw the Spirit
come down from heaven as a dove and
remain on him’” (John 1:32, NIV). In
fact, doves were the only species of birds
that could be offered as a sacrifice in the
Mosaic law. (See Leviticus 5:7.)
Furthermore, Scripture compares
us to doves as we show God's love
to others. ““Therefore be as shrewd
as snakes and as innocent as doves’”
(Matthew 10:16, NIV). They are even
used in the imagery of a meaningful
relationship. “I slept but my heart was

when ““Flowers appear on the earth; the
season of singing has come, the cooing
of doves is heard in our land"” (Song of
Solomon 2:12, NIV).

Using imagery that we
understand, Christ invites us to the
blossoming tree of life that sustains and
shelters. “The birds of the sky nest by the
waters; they sing among the branches”
(Psalm 104:12, NIV). Using His winged
creatures, God conveys a powerful
message in the last days. “As I watched,
I heard an eagle that was flying in midair
call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe
to the inhabitants of the earth, because of
the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by



remember God shares how His care will
bring His flock to safety. “The woman
was given the two wings of a great eagle,
so that she might fly to the place prepared
for her in the wilderness, where she would
be taken care of for a time, times and
half a time, out of the serpent’s reach”
(Revelation 12:14, NIV).

From the smallest sparrow’s chirp
to the crow’s squawk to the seagulls
cry or to the eagle’s screech, every song
is heard by God, and every flight is by
His design to illustrate that every soul
is worth saving. As loyal worshipers of
their Creator through countless songs of
praise, His winged creatures created on

‘Come, gather together for tt
supper of God”” (Revelation

Christine Graef writes from Ell.
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of nature and how they relate tc
and the many powerful life lessc
sharing with others. Tom Ish is
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heat. What they have built is an incubator for
eggs. The mound temperature is checked by
sticking its heat-sensitive beak and tongue int
mound. It may take up to four months for th
to reach the right temperature, and it is kept v
one degree of ninety-two degree Fahrenheit a
times. The female then starts laying six to thi
eggs in the nest chamber. After each egg is la
male covers it with sand and adjusts the insul
layer of sand to raise or lower the temperatur

After over two months of incubation 1
hatch and have to dig and find their own way
the mound to the surface. They are on their o
no parental help ever. Within one hour of hat
the chicks can run and flutter. Within twenty-
hours they can fly!

When the baby mallee fowls matures
years of age, they find mates and start their o
How do they know how to do that? They we
taught by their parents. No one taught them
soon as they hatched they needed to dig their
out of a mound of rotting vegetation and sanc
one taught them which way was up. How dc
know to find shelter in the shade as soon as tl
out in the open? How do they know to eat se
what kind to eat? How do they know that the
and tongue can be used to measure the tempe
needed to hatch their eggs? How do they knc
sand or remove it to keep a steady temperatu
do they know that wet buried plants rot? Ho
they know that rotting vegetation causes heat

The way they know all of this is callec
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Mid-Atlantic states. Atmospheric rivers on the West
Coast are also expected to increase, which can also
cause rapid snow melt.

The national average rate for flood insurance
is around a thousand dollars per year with an average
increase of 18 percent annually. There was an average
payment per claim of $34,000. A few inches of rain can
cause tens of thousands of dollars in damage.

Tips for Simple Living

It is helpful to evaluate your homes’ flood risk
by determining if you live in a high, moderate, or low-
risk area. FEMA has an online resource where you can
type your address to find the risk of flooding in your
neighborhood. If you live in a high-risk area, your
home is more likely to be damaged by a flood than by
fire.

Being prepared for flooding is important.
Number one is to plan an evacuation route. Use flood
maps to help you find high ground and a safe route
to get there. Establish out of the area contacts and
keep them updated. Prepare an emergency kit for
evacuation. The Red Cross provides a helpful list of
items in case you need to evacuate for any natural
disasters.

Ready your home and make sure your water
heater, furnace, heat pump, and electrical panel are
not susceptible to flooding. Seal all basement walls
with waterproofing compounds to avoid seepage.
Have back-flow valves installed in drains, toilets,
and sinks to prevent floodwater from backing up into
your home. Professionals can evaluate your home

a moment’s notice with an emergency su
road is flooded, turn around and go anot
car can quickly be swept away by less th
moving water. If evacuating, be sure to t
power, gas, and water.

Biblical Stewardship
The Bible reveals there was a tim
was only one way to escape the oncomin
simply decide to walk into the Ark that v
for those who heeded the warnings.
Then “Noabh, a preacher of righte
seven others” (2 Peter 2:5, NASB) “went
sons, and his wife, and his sons’” wives w
the ark, because of the waters of the flooc
7:7, KJV). Then “the Lord shut him in” (¢
KJV). These souls were saved because “I
grace in the eyes of the Lord” (Genesis 6:
Today we are warned that “as the
Noah were, so shall also the coming of tt
be” (Matthew 24:37, K]V). Even though
not to destroy the earth again by a flood,
be prepared physically, mentally, and spi
the end. “Study to shew thyself approve
a workman that needeth not to be asham
dividing the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that
sin again thee” (Psalm 119:11, KJV).
Then when Jesus, our Redeemer,
can say to us as faithful stewards, “Well «
and faithful servant; . . . enter thou into t
lord” (Matthew 25:23, KJV).



40

CREATION ILLUSTRATED



https://www.afbookstore.com/products/creation-or-evolution-examining-the-evidence-magazine?_pos=1&_sid=e8a6a07d1&_ss=r

Vol. 30, No. 4

41



https://www.discovercreation.org/
https://biblicaldiscipleship.org/
https://revivalseminars.org/




n my naivete, I considered the
dog trotting up the hill toward
our camp to be a confused animal
thinking we were his shepherd
companion. The actual shepherd
passed through the area hours
ago while hundreds of sheep
meandered in front of us through
the juniper trees and brush on
the other side of a seasonal creek.
The dog stopped in the shade of

B: ¥

a pine tree a couple yards away
and settled comfortably in the
grass. He leveled his dark eyes on
us exhibiting a strong, calm but
warning presence as he remained
between us and the sheep.

We were camped on land
often used by sheepherders and
cattle ranchers in the middle of the
national forest two miles from a
small, isolated lake near Williams,

N | K O L E

Arizona. The area is «
place to camp on wee
everyone else is at wc
only sounds that brea
here are the wind rus
the treetops, the occas
road vehicle, and the
melodious howl of co
off the mountains.
The first time
flock of sheep there w
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the roads, and a shepherd wearing
a multicolored poncho stood in the
middle of them. We waited, and he
signaled for us to move when the
sheep were off the road.

But now we sat face to face
with the flock’s protector even
though the shepherd was nowhere
to be seen. I mistakenly called the
creature a sheepdog, but it would
more accurately be called a livestock
guardian dog. Such specialized
breeds include great Pyrenees to
a Maremma sheepdog. The dogs
are friendly to their shepherds
but fierce toward strangers. It

Lord loves and leads us; yet, He
also disciplines us. “He will tend
his flock like a shepherd; he will
gather the lambs in his arms; he
will carry them in his bosom, and
gently lead those that are with
young” (Isaiah 40:11, ESV).

Eighteenth century British
preacher Charles Spurgeon once
wrote, “No creature has less power
to take care of itself than the sheep;
even the tiny ant with its foresight
can provide for the evil day, but
this poor creature must be tended
by man or else perish.”

I am constantly reminded

stars in the night sky.
is guaranteed in the v
all its demands, unce:
stress, and fears; not ¢
food on our table or t
on our backs should t
granted. Like we ant
the Arizona monsoon
live, our future alway
have threatening clou
large on the horizon.

is constant, however.

confident of this: I wi
goodness of the Lord
of the living. Wait for
strong and take heart



the Lord” (Psalm 27:13, 14, NIV).
The guardian dog marked
a perimeter around our camp with
his scent and stopped momentarily
to sit behind us near our tent. He
rose again and continued marking
spots in an almost perfect circle.
Before he laid down to watch us
again, he gave us a commanding
look. It felt as if he was signaling
us to “Stay within this circle. The
sheep will stay outside this circle.”
He sat down and continued
watching. To our horror, the flock

perimeter to protect the sheep
and give us a certain amount of
freedom to wander reminded me
of Jesus’ guidance. He receives our
prayers and apparently sometimes
responds with a no that feels unfair,
or He may fence us in for our own
good. What we want is sometimes
not the best for us. Because He
loves like a parent, He won’t give
us everything we want, but He
provides us everything we need
with some left over to help others.
While in this faceoff with

and so deceive yourse
what it says. Anyone
to the word but does
it says is like someont
at his face in a mirror
looking at himself, go
immediately forgets v
like. But whoever loc
into the perfect law tt
freedom, and continu
forgetting what they |
but doing it—they wi
in what they do” (NI’

The flock moxv



limped to catch up with the flock.
The dog patiently stayed behind
the lame sheep ensuring its safety.
Jesus admonishes us to do
the same in caring for His sheep
as told in John 21:15-17. “When
they had finished breakfast, Jesus
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of
John, do you love me more than
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord;
you know that I love you.” He
said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.” He
said to him a second time, ‘Simon,
son of John, do you love me?” He

grieved because he said to him the
third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and
he said to him, ‘Lord, you know
everything; you know that I love
you.” Jesus said to him, "Feed my
sheep.”” (ESV).

As the bells distantly faded
in the dusk of another day and the
sheep and the guardian dog were
no longer in sight, I took a deep
breath. My husband put together
the campfire for the night, and I
got up from my chair to prepare
supper. I pointed to the empty

strode across the field
parallel to our camp,

into the mountains gc
sheep to lead them hc
creatures recognize tt
is trusted for their car
recognize the voice of
Shepherd. “My sheey
voice, and I know the
follow me” (John 10:2
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grow. Kural farmers in villages throughout the world can have more abundant liv
to properly tend and keep the land. FARM STEW employs local trainers who are {
the language and culture of the area to teach families in rural parts of Africa and Lz
more effective agricultural methods, better sanitation, wholesome nutrition, and fi

On Ncheta Island FARM STEW first installed a borehole well that supplied
to three villages. Then the trainers brought seeds, and with plenty of fresh water t
families plant productive Rainbow Kitchen Gardens that could provide complete n
each meal. Our partner in Zambia who leads Wilderness Gate Missions works togs
FARM STEW to help successfully accomplish the various projects.

Now the families of Ncheta Island have a more ambitious project. Togethe)
are planting a two-and-a-half-acre orchard garden using the principles of agro-fore
incorporate trees into the plot of land. A perimeter of trees will surround the entir
garden providing a living fence that serves as a windbreak and protection for the y
vegetation inside.

Enthusiastic families are planting avocados, papayas, bananas, lemons, anc
vegetables and herbs. When the orchard garden begins producing, it will provide a



and the truit tree that yields truit according to 1ts kind, whose seed 1s 1n 1tselt, on the earth’; and
it was so. And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that yields seed according to its kind, and
the tree that yields fruit, whose seed is in itself according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good” (Genesis 1:11, 12).

As an additional blessing of their success, the families living on Ncheta Island can help
others throughout the world learn to reap great benefits from planting and tending their own
Rainbow Kitchen Gardens that provide both nutrition and the satisfaction of being productive.

The carefully researched methods and lessons for planting a nutrient-rich Rainbow
Kitchen Garden can be used by families in poorer third-world countries, as well as the United
States and throughout the developed world. While the need in wealthier countries is not usually
as great, the benefits of growing your own garden produce are still enormous!

By design, a Rainbow Kitchen Garden must contain at least three different vegetables.
One should be orange (such as pumpkin, squash, or carrots), one should be green (such as kale,
collards, or spinach), and the last is another bright rainbow color like beetroot. Eating a variety
of rainbow-colored food offers a diverse healthful diet. The FARM STEW tried and tested
garden plan for maximum output in a small space is something that you can do at home with



spacing will be ditterent tor each plant variety.

In the middle bed, fruit seedlings (like okra, peppers, and tomatoes) are tra
two rows with a distance of 2.4 feet between them. Cabbage and peas can be direc
with this same spacing. This will provide the best opportunity for them to get fres
sunlight even when the plants are full-grown.

In the third bed, the root crop seeds are planted directly in the soil in rows "
inches between them. These seeds are so tiny that often they are best mixed with s
them out so fewer seeds get wasted. Then cover the seeds with less than a half inc

There is so much wisdom in the Bible that can improve our farming and ga
example, Proverbs 3:6 indicates that God values straight paths: “In all your ways a
Him, and He will make your paths straight” (NASB). In farming, straight rows an
plant spacing are essential. The greatest enemies of maturing crops are weeds and
diseases. Straight rows make weed management easier, and proper spacing allow:
plant to get the space it needs. And the parable of the sower found in Matthew 13
the importance of good soil preparation, planting, and weeding.

The Bible and the families of Ncheta Island inspire each of us to visit a loca





https://www.farmstew.org/







10lesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomelLiving



https://store.creationillustrated.com/collections/back-issues

WholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeL.ivi

CLICK ADs to ORDER



https://drohhiraprobiotics.com/
https://creationill.krtra.com/t/z5j9ngfHy79c




wltitudes

veral

1ese tiny
1e super
2restingly,
ies. This
7 to live

in harmony with our family, friends, and
Psalm 133:1 reminds us, “How good and
when God'’s people live together in unity

Every anthill is a result of a lot of
work by thousands of ants. First, these i
creatures use their powerful jaws to dig 1
underground. Then they carry the dirt it
to the surface. They put this dirt on the t



watcning my steps to make sure tnat I didn't harm or
disturb its dwellers. The ants ignored my presence
because they were busy with their tasks—some
carrying seeds, others hauling blades of grass. None
of them appeared lazy. And this is exactly what the
Lord wants us to learn from these creatures—how to
be focused and diligent. “Whatever you do, work at
it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for
human masters” (Colossians 3:23, NIV).

The ants that I observed each had a special job
to do—those that build and clean the nest, those that
find and bring food, and those that protect the hill.
Their queen, which usually stays underground in the
darkness of the nest, has only one job—to lay eggs.
Worker ants also take care of the queen and the eggs.
And we should follow the ants” ways of being helpful

10ng. 1nisisa 'LII"I.I(..IUE aDlllty O tTnese creatures; one
ant can carry a load that is fifty times heavier than
the ant itself. This provision from the Creator makes
it possible for ants to do far more than is expected of
them, which is a good example to us. “O Lord, how
manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have made
them all” (Psalms 104:24).

At this moment I noticed that the ant I was
admiring was not carrying its load alone; several ants
were helping. As they moved toward the entrance of
the anthill, more ants joined them. Here is another
lesson that we can learn from these insects—how to
work together as a team. The Bible teaches us, “Two
are better than one, because they have a good return
for their labor: if either of them falls down, one can
help the other up” (Ecclesiastes 4:9, 10, NIV). Ants



demonstrate remarkable abilities and amazin
when even small creatures achieve much thrc
teamwork.

Being so tiny (from .08 to .2 inches in
one ant eats about .5 to 1 milligram of food ez
day. That is about three poppy seeds! Still or
sunny day, the ants that I watched were busy
gathering, and storing food for winter. That i
how the book of Proverbs describes an ant. “
no commander, no overseer or ruler, yet it sto
provisions in summer and gathers its food at
(Proverbs 6:7, 8, NIV).

Certain worker ants—scouts—are res
for finding food. Ants can smell food from a



all work together enabling this plant to grow
where almost nothing else can grow. God's
love has in it this quality of endurance.”Yes, |
have loved you with an everlasting love; there-
fore with loving kindness | have drawn you”
Jeremiah 31:3.

If we do not resist this enduring love we will be
drawn to Him.This divine love was manifested
in the humanity of Jesus. He revealed the ten
qualities of our dandelion plant by obeying
God’s ten commandments. “He endured the
cross, despising the shame” Hebrews 12:2.

His love implanted in our hearts will make us

B b —r v .

Jesus will live this quality of enduran
where in our dying world.
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. How many times does God refer to Himself as the Rock in Scripture? p.9
. What special promise is given to those who “overcome” in Revelation 2:15? p. 11
. Write out Isaiah 26:4 and try to memorize it. Explain why you should not take granite for g

I. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—“Overlooked Opossums”’ story, pages
Describe the dexterous design of the opossum’s paws. What do opposable feet allow them
What type of tail does an opossum have, and how does it help them? p. 16

What are the names given to female, male, baby, and young opossums? p. 16

What is the gestation period of the opossum? How does this compare with other mammals
Describe the newly born kit’s life as it matures. How long does the female keep her group «
List some unique traits of opossums that help them function as natural sanitation workers.

II. Re-Creation Outdoors—‘“Redwood National Park” story, pages 20-25

. When and how was Redwood National Park established? How many acres does it encomp

. How many species of plants and native wild animals inhabit the national park? List some c
plants and favorite creatures found in the park. pp. 21, 22

. How tall and how large are the trunks of some of the redwood trees growing in Redwood N
How many years ago did they start growing? p. 22

. What is the river’s name that is fun to explore and ride kayaks on through the redwoods?

. How does the wild Pacific Ocean inspire those who visit? Where is a good beach located to
tidepools and a driftwood-strewn shoreline? p. 24

. What special treat is waiting at the end of the 5.5-mile Boy Scout Tree Trail? pp. 24, 25

V. The Creation Week —“Creation Day S, Part 2—The Creation of Wing

Creatures” story, pages 28-36
. How many birds are on earth compared to humans? p. 29
List some of the benefits and joys of birdwatching. p. 29
What scriptures encourage us to have birds teach us? Provide examples of inventions inspi
birds. What did Jesus want us to learn from watching birds? pp. 29, 30
What bird did God use as a servant? p. 34
What does the dove symbolize in the scriptures? List the scriptures that talk about the dow:
Describe the special lessons that God uses birds to convey in the last days found in Revelat
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101 of the Greatest Adventure Stories Ever Told

Star t y our own G' A- H en tY Now for a limited time: $18 for Hardcover
L 1' b ra ry TOd ay! and $12 for Softcover. Special pricing on Sets.

For more than a century the G.A. Henty adventure stories have been beloved by
boys and girls all over the world for their fast moving and engaging narratives of
great times in history. Each Henty hero exemplifies the traditional virtues of hard
work, courage, and high personal honor.

And, each hero is at the center of fast-moving adventures that capture the reader's
interest and will not let go - adventures that take place during great historical
events. Through the eyes of the hero, readers experience the horrors and trials of
the French Revolution, life in Colonial Australia, and the Fall of Jerusalem. These
books have made history come alive for generations of children, and provided them
examples of the highest Christian character.

Henty knew his subject. First as a British soldier in the Crimean War, and later as
a war correspondent covering campaigns throughout the British Empire, Henty
experienced first hand many of the events he describes. For this reason Henty's
descriptions of places and events have an element of realism to them which makes
them stand out from other historical fiction. Many of the descriptions are of places
that Henty visited or of events that he actually witnessed.

All of Mr. Henty's books are published by Robinson Books in beautifully bound
hard and soft cover editions. These preserve the typesetting and formatting of the

Henty masterpieces that were printed in Scotland

As special correspondent for the Standard
Paper during the reign of Queen Victoria,
G. A. Henty not only wrote about history -
he lived it. Many of his wonderful stories

' over a century ago. Profusely are centered around great historical events
illustrated with the original that he personally witnessed.
woodcut and lithograph
3 illustrations, a set of our heirloom Creation Illustrated readers
quality Henty editions is an get Free Sh ipping on all

investment that will be a family

. orders. Enter the promo code
treasure for generations to come.

CREATION during checkout

Complete Hardcover Special!

All 101 G.A. Henty books for $1199 G On TS IROb N OB ooks

(40% off the individual book price) P.O. Box 1250
Cave Junction, OR 97523
(541) 499-8914

WWW., R O bin S OHB O OkS o COHI matthew@robinsonbooks.com
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