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Creation [llustrated Ministries exi
showcasing the flawless designs that can
experiences. The world around us is a liv
every mountain, and every star in the sky
infinitely powerful and intimately involwvi

Through the splendor and intricacy ui natuie, we sce e wEe PG UL GUL WL UL
work at the end of the Creation week as “very good” (Genesis 1:31). By sharing experiences, p
facts, and object lessons found in nature, we lead readers to a deeper understanding and appre
the divine artistry that surrounds us. When reflecting on the wonders of Creation, hearts are d
worship the Creator while fostering a renewed sense of stewardship for the natural world as ir
in Genesis 2:15 “to work it and take care of it” (NIV).

Such evidence and inspiration underscores that “Since the creation of the world His in»
attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal pow
and Godhead, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20). This statement is not just a cast
observation; it is a divine affirmation of the perfection and harmony that He infused into every
the natural world, which deepens faith and encourages a closer walk with Him.

There is so much we do not comprehend or fully understand about the universe, yet, w
in awe with the psalmist who wrote, “The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaimr
of his hands” (Psalm 19:1, NIV). The natural world provides a continuous proclamation of Go
while speaking to us in a language that transcends words. Even so, through our publication w
bring His messages into clearer focus.

Nature is not just a physical reality; it is a spiritual teacher that reveals the character of
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a warning to get to safety quickly—persistently chit-
chit-chitting commands encouraged the injured one
to pull itself through the grass. Further amazed, I
watched the healthy squirrel begin crawling up the
tree backward, staying inches from its sibling’s face,
and relentlessly encouraging the injured squirrel to
continue up the tree, which it did!

The crippled creature hauled itself all the way
to the top of the oak trunk (a span of at least fifteen
feet) with only the use of its front legs while following
the voice it trusted the most. Finally slipping itself
into the safety of the den, the exhausted critter could
rest and hopefully recover. Ibegan to ponder a poem
by Jan Richardson entitled “Beloved Is Where We
Begin” that states, “I cannot promise this blessing will
free you from danger, from fear, from hunger or thirst
.... ButIcan tell you that on this path t/
help. Ican tell you that on this way ther

In the days that followed, I becar
intrigued by the life of the fox squirrels.
that these juvenile squirrels, so helpful tc
in their youth, would eventually lead cor
solitary lives. Yet, God has prepared the
their own, too, by equipping them with ¢
instincts. Some research reveals that the
great lengths to outsmart other wildlife k
them when first burying some acorns the
to bury them somewhere else.

In addition, while their underbel
tails are bright orange, they seem to knoy
of their gray-brown fur blends in perfect
trunks. The coy creatures often freeze in |


















Naturally, we would much rather avoid unpleasantness and
painful experiences of any kind, yet Psalm 119:71 informs,
“It is good for me that I have been afflicted, that I may

learn Your statutes” These scriptures guide us to pay close
attention to what the end will reveal. “The heart of the wise
is in the house of mourning, but the heart of fools is in the
house of mirth” (Ecclesiastes 7:4). The wise have discovered
that the buds of the wild rose inspire expectations of what
the end result will be.

As the summer season ends, the rose has displayed
all it has promised to be. Now the autumn wind blows
colder, and the evenings darken earlier. The petals let go
and softly fall to the ground, but the end is not yet. Yielding
ripening rose hips—a red fruit the size of a small cherry

While a beginning makes us hopeful
only at the end do we know if what we placed
was worth it. No doubt, a new job often hold
future. A new home brings many expectatior
coming years. But these worldly attainments
with fleeting prosperity and emptiness. Wha
in the beginning is now revealed. And so it i
of a life. When identity and self-worth based
material wealth suddenly diminish as the yea
close, it becomes evident where we placed ou
value.

God reiterates in Ecclesiastes 7:1, “A
is better than fine perfume, and the day of de
than the day of birth” (NIV). Why? Because



from erosion and holds on securely through winter when
the stalks stand dark in cold frost and snow. God designed
the plant to be undaunted by the changing seasons; it speaks
of us being firmly rooted as His child no matter the loss
of status, career, wealth, or friends. Amid these changing
seasons and shifting sands, we recognize the eternal hope
that stands and can never be taken away.

“It is better to go to the house of mourning than
to go to the house of feasting” (Ecclesiastes 7:2). Really?
Is weeping over the death of a loved one better than the
day of rejoicing over their birth? Yes! Because death is no
longer to be feared due to the Lord’s glorious resurrection
that overcame it for all Creation. Death is the opened door
that fulfills the promise of what our faith fully rested upon

sympathy and comfort. He wept with Mary @
when He saw their grief at the death of their |
Lazarus. He was troubled and indignant at tt
death causes. (See John 11.) He would soon
cross to bring victory and everlasting life for «
complete.

Death is not a message anyone wants
when the roses are in full bloom and drawing
their fragrance beneath summer skies along t
sea. But their full life cycle displays a truth tk
endings reveal what is not seen in the beginn
an orchestra that is only complete when all th
are present and play a piece to the end. Ther¢

chords and major chords—chords of joyful si



see the whole scope of God’s work from beginning
(Ecclesiastes 3:11, NLT).

He’s saying to listen to the whole teaching
we still cannot see all that He has planned for us. °
experience faith as a bud whose petals are tightly ¢
We cannot imagine the eternal life that will bloom

[

this time on earth. Yet, we are promised, “Eye has
nor ear heard, nor have entered into the heart of v
things which God has prepared for those who love
(1Corinthians 2:9).

Just as with the wild beach rose, the end o
with friends and family reminds us that we, too, w
Moses prayed, “So teach us to number our days, tk
may gain a heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12). The f:
rose bids us to ask what we put our trust in and wi

own endings on this earth will reveal. Rooted in t:





https://www.creationillustrated.com/







nature photograpners, lite could not get much better ror us, which generated a mul
photographic images and memories that remain sharp.

For example, on Christmas day in 1998, my wife and I and our youngest so
Buffalo Springs Game Reserve in Northern Kenya. Two other game reserves, Samt
Shaba, are also operated by the city of Isiolo, Kenya, that reminded us of a Wild We
U.S. But that has all changed in the last twenty years or so as the area has become
center for trade and tourism.

To the north of Isiolo begins a spectacular desert landscape. In this isolated
of Kenya, wildlife can be more easily observed than in other parts of East Africa. A
the spectacular mammals include the reticulated giraffe, Grevy’s zebra, beisa oryx,
gerunuk—a bizarre long-necked antelope. These four mammals, along with the bl
Somali ostrich, make up what is sometimes called the special five. While there is mt
in all three of these game reserves, most tourists would like to see and photograph
stunning creatures.

In addition to the ostriches, many eagles, falcons, bustards, larks, rollers, ar
multicolored bee eaters offer great avian delights. Such a plethora of wildlife exist:



Lnere are times when INOTthern Kenya 1s very ary. Luring periods ot prolongea
drought, elephants use their ivory tusks to dig deep into the riverbed for water. Once the
elephants have satisfied their needs, other thirsty animals take advantage of the elephants” hard
work. But this year the rains had come to Kenya and pounded the country with an abundance
of this vital life-giving resource. The desert had literally sprung to life. The main river and all
the smaller tributaries ran full, and in every direction a sea of green vegetation blanketed the
land.

Early one morning God blessed us with the sighting of a seldom seen corn crake, a bird
that we had not encountered very often in Kenya. The entire day continued just like it started,
one stunning sight after another—one of those days you hope never ends. Unfortunately, the
western sky was telling us a different story. Day would soon give way to night, and all Kenyan
parks and game reserves require every vehicle to return to the lodges by dark. Tourists then
enjoy a delicious evening meal in the comfort and safety of modern facilities.

Just as we were thinking of heading back, we saw an unusual bird—a Somali courser.
This elegant plover-like species almost begged to be photographed, and we thought we had just
enough time to get some shots of that remarkable creature. The often repeated birder phrase,



going nowhere. “1his 1s not good,” we muttered. We soon realized that the sunny
what looked like a decent road almost impassable. Underneath a few inches of dry
gray silt-like layer of clay that was still wet. The wheels were spinning like crazy,
going nowhere. We were stuck in a very wild part of Kenya with the sun sinking r
western sky.

Before we would even try to get out of there, we needed to pray. A great te
like this is Hebrews 4:16, which says, “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
we may obtain mercy and find grace . . . in time of need.” With dusk soon turning
predicament brought Psalm 34: 4-6 to mind, which says, “I sought the Lord, and H
and delivered me from all my fears. ... This poor man cried out, and the Lord hea
saved him out of all his troubles.”

What a powerful promise! Spending a long night surrounded by lions, leoj
other creatures and realizing that we might still be there the next day was not very
wife got behind the steering wheel while Steven and I pushed with all we could mu
progress, so we decided to place the floor mats of the car under the wheels for tract
spinning wheels sent the mats sailing like hockey pucks.



without saying a word, Steven took ott running baretooted 1n a desperate attempt to
intercept that van. Fortunately a hungry lion or leopard did not spot him. He arrived at the
main road in the nick of time, threw up his hands, and hoped the vehicle would stop. The driver
slowed down and pulled over toward Steven and asked, “What is happening? Why are you
here?” Steven, a bit out of breath, explained, “My parents are down there with our vehicle that
is stuck in the mud. Can you help us out?”

The driver of the van looked at his watch, glanced toward the sun, and said, “I don't
know, we are...” Steven did not let the man finish and looked in the backseat where six
strapping young men sat wedged in among their camera equipment. The men in the back
seemed eager to continue their journey.

“Where are you from?” Steven inquired. One of the six fellows said, “We are from
Israel.” Thinking quickly, Steven assumed that they were Jews and raising his voice a bit asked
a very pointed question, “Have you guys ever heard of the story of the good Samaritan in the
Bible?” There was a noticeable silence. After a long pause, one of them finally said, “We will
help you.”

At last Steven could relax. He climbed into the van, and they began to drive slowly in



We laughed about that experience later when we remembered that the Bibl
the Jews and the Samaritans in the days of Jesus did not have a good relationship.
Scripture makes it very clear, “Jews have no dealings with Samaritans” (John 4:9).
those differences in Bible times, we were deeply grateful for the help of those modk
Samaritan Jews.

We still had several more days of enjoyment in the game reserve paradise ¢
kindness in rescuing us. This challenging episode made for an especially unique C
underscored Jesus’ sacrifice in coming to this world to rescue all of us from the mu
this world.

Wayne Easley writes from Hereford, Arizona, where he is retired after many years of teachi
pastoring. He continues to share the stunning photography and faith-building stories gath
travels that inspire worship of our Creator and Rescuer.
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DAY 4

® BY STEPHANIE MATHEWS
WITH TOM ISH

The Creation of the
Sun, Moon, and Stars

fourth in our thirteentt
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and next time we will
Creation day five whe
created the fish and tl
birds. Each series of
varies with new writer
fresh images. We ho
enjoy this closer look
handiwork aimed at ir
you to study His Wort




the massive number of glorious, glittering
stars spread across the dark sky. “There is
one glory of the sun, and another glory of
the moon, and another glory of the stars:
for one star differeth from another star in
glory” (1 Corinthians 15:41, KJV).

The Creation story chronicles
the heavenly events on day four of the
Creation week. “Then God said, ‘Let there
be lights in the firmament of the heavens
to divide the day from the night; and let
them be for signs and seasons, and for
days and years; and let them be for lights
in the firmament of the heavens to give
light on the earth’; and it was so. Then
God made two great lights: the greater

rule over the day and over the night, and
to divide the light from the darkness. And
God saw that it was good. So the evening
and the morning were the fourth day”
(Genesis 1:14-19).

Our sun and moon appear to be
the main focus of Creation day four, and
the phrase in verse sixteen, “He made the
stars also,” seems to be an additional act.
Some creationists debate whether or not
all of the stars were created on day four,
but we will not attempt to answer that
question here.

Instead, we will ponder the
vast stellar universe and characteristics
that inspire worship of the Creator



knowledge” (Psalm 19:1, 2, KJV). One of
the most staggering statistics about stars
is their vast number, which no one but
God really knows the exact quantity, for
“He counts the number of the stars; He
gives names to all of them” (Psalm 147:4,
NASB). On a clear night an estimated
two to three thousand stars can be viewed
from earth—a mere sliver of even the
estimated total.

Before attempting to calculate the
number of stars in the heavens, we must
first try to compute how many galaxies
exist. Otherwise counting individual
stars would be like trying to count grains
of sand or blades of grass. While an

number will likely change as
improves.

So, extrapolating the
stars may be futile to even at
for the Bible says, “And he b
outside and said, ‘Look towa
and number the stars, if you
number them.” Then he said
shall your offspring be”” (Ge
ESV). Notice God’s Word sa
are able.”

Even with today’s pc
telescopes and technology, ni
knows how many stars or ga
out there. There is only One
knows. “He telleth the numl



are ten times the number of stars as there
are grains of sand on all the beaches and
deserts on earth.

Stars not only are vast in
number, but different types vary in size,
brightness, color, and even behavior.
Most stars are main sequence stars (those
that fuse hydrogen to helium in their
core), making up about ninety percent
of the stellar population. Among the
main sequence stars, seven types are
categorized by color, temperature, and
size—hottest and biggest to coolest and
smallest. These include: O (blue), B (blue-
white), A (white), F (yellow-white), G
(yellow), K (orange), and M (red). These

Our sun is a G star, or a yellow
dwarf star made up of a combination of
gases in the form of plasma. About three-
quarters of our sun consists of hydrogen,
with the rest being helium. About one
percent or so is made up of other gases
and metals. Its core is the hottest part
hitting temperatures up to twenty-seven
million degrees Fahrenheit!

Bursts of solar flares are like spikes
of fire shooting out hundreds of thousands
of miles above the sun’s surface. In His
mercy God designed the earth’s magnetic
field to help protect us from the potential
damage of solar flares, which also relates
to the jaw-dropping heavenly spectacle
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about ninety-three million miles from

us, our sun is 1,300,000 times bigger than
earth. Still the light from the sun takes
eight minutes to reach us. Some stars are
100 times larger than our sun, but others
can be ten times smaller. Regardless, God
uniquely and purposely designed the sun
to make life possible here on earth. The
universe is so finely tuned, it speaks to the
wisdom and benevolence of our Creator.
“To him who alone doeth great wonders:
for his mercy endureth for ever. To him
that by wisdom made the heavens: for
his mercy endureth for ever. To him that
stretched out the earth above the waters:
for his mercy endureth forever. To him

Still other stars inclu
giants, red giants, blue super
supergiants, and white dwar
called the Hertzsprung-Russ
illustrates this. Luminosity i
astronomers use to distingui
apparent brightness to the ac
of light a star emanates. The
the way a star appears in the
the luminosity is the actual a
light it gives off.

Just by looking at a s
the best way to determine lu
because the farther the distar
bright it appears. Luminosit
the property of a star withou



of His creation, which not only stretches
our minds to understand but inspires us
to worshipfully embrace the awesome
power of His words that spoke these
luminaries into existence. “For from him

and through him and to him are all things.

To him be glory forever. Amen” (Romans
11:36, ESV).

Not only do the stars showcase
God’s unfettered masterworks and exalt
His glory, they serve a practical purpose.
Our own star created on day four serves
as our major source of light and heat.
The starry heavens along with our sun
and moon also provide a means for time-
keeping, for signs, and for seasons as

seasons, and for days and years” (ESV).
When looking up at stars
twinkling in the sky, some are actually part
of a double star system known as a binary
star, which is when a pair of stars can be
observed orbiting a common center of
gravity. These stars don’t always have the
same mass or brightness; so, the larger one
is called the primary star and the smaller
one is the companion star. A visual binary
can be seen with a telescope, while many
other stars have companions that are too
faint to be seen and are called astrometric
binary stars. Spectroscopic binary stars
can only be detected by shifts in the light
spectrum as they orbit each other. And



and look to the heavens: Who created all
these? He who brings out the starry host
one by one, and calls them each by name.
Because of his great power and mighty
strength, not one of them is missing”
(Isaiah 40:26, NIV).

Other stunning sights to notice
when star gazing include globular
(densely packed) star clusters and open
(loosely bound) star clusters. Imagine
dumping a teaspoon of sugar onto a black
piece of paper with each sugar grain
representing a star. The close proximity
of the grains would illustrate the globular
cluster. Now, instead of dumping the
teaspoon of sugar, sprinkle it over the

magnificence of our Creator
mighty and powerful He is a
of Job. ““Can you bind the cl
Pleiades, or loose the belt of
you bring out Mazzaroth in i
Or can you guide the Great |
cubs? Do you know the ordi
the heavens? Can you set th
over the earth?”” (Job 38:31-
who spoke to Job is the same
only created the stars but cre
image and speaks to us throt

The psalmist ponder:
consider your heavens, the »
fingers, the moon and the ste
have set in place, what is ma



number of hairs on your head. (See Luke
12:7.) Such omnicience assures us that
God’s mercy, providence, and plan of
salvation shall not fail for all eternity if we
do not reject being counted and named as
His. “And they that be wise shall shine

as the brightness of the firmament; and
they that turn many to righteousness as
the stars for ever and ever” (Daniel 12:3,

KJV).

Stephanie Mathews writes from Tremonton,
Utah, where she serves as a part-time

librarian, a homeschool and dog mom, and a
writer of two books of poetry while enjoying
reading, walking, gardening, exploring, and

Nickoson of Xenia, Ohio, were taken with a
DSLR camera and telephoto lens (100-400mm)
mounted on a telescope tracking equatorial
mount, which matches the earth’s rotation to
keep an area of the sky within the camera frame.
This enables exposures up to five minutes

each with multiple exposures of one area of

the sky taking several hours. Once the data

is collected, he uses specific astrophotography
tools to align and process the dozens or even
hundreds of images to create one photo. Here
is a link to a short video of his equipment

setup (https:/fwww.youtube.com/shorts/
vuSZi2NQPS8S). He says he enjoys sharing
God'’s incredible artistic Creation with others.
See more of his work at: www.jnickoson.com.



B S
than fifty years, is regarding the nature of sing:
a beginning point. There is no scientific exple
for such a super point. It is something outside
science closer to the realm of faith—somethin
points us to the act of Creation and the Creatc
Based on an in-depth study of the Hel
text in Genesis 1, many theologians tend to cc
that the creation of the universe took place be
events of Creation week. They suggest the ur
can be much older than several thousand yea
although the Bible doesn’t comment about th:
This theory has been called the passive gap the:
The idea that the universe was createc
during Creation week is called the no gap theo
processes that took place during Creation wex
beyond the scope of modern science. Neither
can be considered the absolute truth, and all the
arguments in support of one or the other position
should be considered only as assumptions, which
could turn out to be incorrect. Our knowledge is far

from complete concerning the creation of our universe.

Nevertheless, give glory to God, who “created the
heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1).
Condensed from an article by Aleksei Popov,

Geoscience Research Institute.| www.grisda.org]|

Living Fossils in Amber

Scientists at Monash University have been
studying pieces of amber found in a former coal
mining region in south-eastern Australia. The amber
is dated as forty-two million years old and contains
preserved insects, springtails, and spiders.

including in our first

documentary entitled “The World of Livi
The term living fossils was coined by Cha
describe living things that are identical tc
Classic examples are horseshoe crabs, the
coelacanth, and Wollemi pine.

Darwin and other evolutionists ¢
to be anomalies, but the reality is all livir
are also found in the fossil record are livi
They are confirmation of Genesis 1, whes
ten times that He created living things ac
their kinds. No matter how old these sci
the amber fossil insects to be, the identic:
insects show they have multiplied after t

Condensed from|Creation Research Neu |

2024
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create a shopping list based on that plan. This helps
reduce impulse buying and encourages you to use up
what you already have on hand while cutting down
on food waste.

* Prepare large batches of food and freeze
portions for later use. This saves time and money,
especially when buying ingredients in bulk. Soups,
stews, and casseroles are ideal for bulk cooking.

* Local seasonal fruits and vegetables are often
cheaper and fresher than out-of-season options at the
supermarket. Shopping at area farmers” markets can
also support local growers.

¢ Incorporate more plant-based meals into
your diet, such as beans, lentils, and whole grains.
These foods are not only nutritious but also are more
affordable than meat.

This practice served as an early fi
welfare in an agrarian society without th
begging. The story in Ruth 2 beautifully
this principle. Ruth, a Moabite widow, g
the fields of Boaz,who faithfully followec
by allowing her to gather from his fields.
of kindness also preserved her dignity as
required her to work for her sustenance,
allowed the wealthy to care for the less fi

The USDA has a helpful guide at
to address the 100 billion pounds of food
which is 20 percent of America’s food su
to waste. Gleaning options help promot
and compassion between gardeners, farr
volunteers. Explore what may be availal
area, and consider volunteering.
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syous trills. High in the stately
e they appeared to be very plain
‘ds—brown and tan in color.
ined to figure out exactly who
efactors were, I stopped and
1closely.

Two flickers lingered nearby
nally flying from tree to tree
‘ways staying protected by the
ughs. Behind me a rustle in
hes caught my attention, and
own to him, I spied a sneaky
1irrel who thought he could
r around without being noticed.

Ominously glic
the sky with reddish-brc
tipping from side to sid«
swooped and perched al
bird choir that I had so
admire. The raptor seer
the charm of the mome:
singers were forced to fl
threat as they made a he
another tree with the ha
pursuit. I anxiously wat
surely that with one sha
talons he would carry o
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1lower, the green bougn of the nr tree,
the spray of a nearby waterfall, and the
cheerful song of innocent birds that
we may discern the love of God who
created it all. O hasten away, gossip!
Let discontent find no home! With
open eyes and ears you will reap a
sweet and pure message floating from
forest and brook.
Another tune may fill your

heart and mind as it did mine.

This is my Father’s world,

O let me neer forget

That though the wrong

Seems oft so strong,

God is the Ruler yet.

Heather
Tenness
homescl
while se
and me
wonder:









ot steadily attending to their crops. Even though they telt great pressure to tinish t
task before winter, they also enjoyed a great feeling of accomplishment and rejoicin
year’s labor draw to a close in a fruitful bounty, especially if they were blessed witl
harvest.

One might ask why the farmers did not start harvesting earlier in the seaso
they were not so pressured to finish before winter. The simple answer to this quest
immature grain is useless. It must be ripe before it can be gathered in. Sometimes
matured slowly because of poor weather conditions, and this would cause great an
the farmers. Sometimes winter would arrive early, and there would be no harvest.
great hardship and suffering for early pioneers.

Many years ago our family lived in Australia. This move presented quite a
change from our home in Canada, and gardening down under challenged us with .
new experiences. I planted a row of bell peppers there, though I can’t really remen
Green peppers had never been a popular food with our family, and at the time I dic
that they would turn red if we let them mature. In the warm climate the peppers g
and soon produced an abundant crop of large green peppers, but unfortunately, no



For those who are not abiding 1n Christ, His coming will be a time ot tear and death, but tor
those whose lives bear the mature fruit of the Spirit, His appearing will be a time of rejoicing to

dii

know that the time has come for Jesus to “’thrust in Your sickle and reap, for the time has come
for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe”” (Revelation 14:15).

We need to think of harvesting souls, not only in terms of our own salvation, but also
think of it from God’s perspective. If we grow weary of the few years we have been waiting,
think of how long Jesus has waited to “see the travail of His soul, and be satisfied” (Isaiah 53:11).
Our Savior is also waiting anxiously for the spiritual harvest of the earth. He says, “Therefore be
patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of
the earth, waiting patiently for it until it receives the early and latter rain” (James
SR,

Why has this harvest been delayed so long? It remains postponed for the same reason
that earthly farmers do not rush the harvest season. Both the earthly and the heavenly harvest
must be mature before they can be gathered in. God is patiently and lovingly waiting for His
people to open their hearts to receive the early and latter rain. He must be certain that “affliction
will not rise up a second time” (Nahum 1:9).



thee with singing” (Zephanial
Just as everyone who

also everyone who has had ev

refrains) will share God'’s joy !
In our hearts the seed is
And He watches when i
Until in our lives perfec
He can see His love refle
And rejoice to know His

Evelyn Sayler writes from Olive
wonders of Creation to share its |
Fall 2010 edition of Creation IlI





https://www.creationillustrated.com/







10lesomelLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLiving

CLICK ADs to ORDER



https://drohhiraprobiotics.com/
https://creationill.krtra.com/t/z5j9ngfHy79c

WholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivingWholesomeLivi

CLICK AD to ORDER



https://www.creationillustrated.com/

eremy and his grandmother plan
pumpkins with high hopes of sh
them with their neighbors. How:
the pumpkins often wither and g
relegated to the compost heap. T
the disappointment, Jeremy kept praying for
One day a pail of water sloshed back
as Jeremy ran to the garden.
“Jeremy, slow down! You're spilling :
water,” his grandma warned.
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“I don’t know,” Grandma spoke softl
I do know that God can make something goo
this situation.”

“How?” Jeremy asked while wiping
After all, he was 10 years old—too old to cry
wilted vines.

“We'll pull up the vines and put thernr
compost pile. They will decay with the other
and sticks and make plant food for next year.
spring we’ll work the compost into the soil be
plant our garden. Perhaps they’re meant to h
next year’s crop of pumpkins,” Grandma exp
“Come on, let’s get the wheelbarrow.”

He helped Grandma pull the vines ar
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“God gave us pumpkins! Lots of
see!” Jeremy grabbed her hand and pull
the vines.

“He did indeed!” Grandma excl:
gently moved the vines and counted. “I
It’s hard to believe those dried up vines §
pumpkins. Maybe the shade and moist ¢
them.”

Jeremy stood up straight with his
across his chest. “Or, maybe God worke:
That's what happened,” he quickly decla

Grandma studied his serious exp
“You're right. There’s no other explanati
agreed. “Now, what will we do with the
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attracted by different species of trees.
Squirrels, chipmunks and sparrows, all eye
them as fresh green salad. Deer browse on
them. If a seedling survives its first year, it
has hope of decades, or even centuries, of
further growth.

Children today experience some of the
hazards of young saplings. Diseases and
accidents take their toll. And in early
childhood, some are crippled by lack of love
and attention from father or mother. Fears and
pressing needs may hide the sun of God's love
from their view.

11U auuve,

So it is with children. Often the inr
of childhood has almost been wipe
by the glare of television and the
condominium living; but a most de
promise for wise young sprigs is fc
Jeremiah 17:7, 8: "Blessed is the man
girl) who trusts in the Lord ..For he sha
a tree planted by the waters, which spr
its roots by the river, and will not fe:
heat comes; but its leaf will be green,
not be anxious in the year of drought,
cease from yielding fruit.”
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5. How many different species of squirrels are there? p. 11
6. List the amazing senses the squirrels have and how they are used to help the creatures surv:

II. Creation Up Close—‘Seasonal Endings” story, pages 12-16

1. What is the scientific name and the Latin meaning for the wild beach rose? p. 12

2. List some of the ways beach roses are used in summer and fall. pp. 13, 14

3. Explain Ecclesiastes 7:1 that says, “A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of
than the day of birth” (NIV). p. 14

4. How does the beach rose help protect the sand dunes? pp. 14, 15

. Why is death no longer to be feared? (See 1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14.) p. 15

w

III. Re-Creation Outdoors—*Christmas at a Kenya Game Reserve” stor
What game reserve in Northern Kenya did the family visit on Christmas day? p. 20

What creatures make up the special five that are favorites for visitors to photograph? p. 20
What helps bring a plethora of wildlife to this area? p. 21

What bird sighting contributed to the family getting their vehicle stuck in the mud? pp. 21,

CUE s S

How did God rescue the family and answer their prayers to avoid spending the night amon
leopards, poisonous snakes, and other creatures in the game park? pp. 22-24

IV. The Creation Week —“Creation Day 4 —The Creation of the Sun, Mo

and Stars” story, pages 28-37
. What is the range of the possible number of galaxies in the universe? What does the Bible s
knows the exact number of the stars? p. 31
2. Describe what qualifies as a “main sequence star” and what percentage of the stellar popule
Why do some stars seem brighter than others? p. 31

—_

[#5]

. What type of star is our sun? How many miles is our sun from the earth? How much bigge
our sun? pp. 31, 34
4. What do astronomers use to distinguish a star’s apparent brightness? What different factor,
measuring the brightness of a star? pp. 34, 35
5. What specific scriptural text tells us to look to the heavens? List some different types of star
groups to find and study when star gazing? pp. 35, 36
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