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As this edition heads to press, we
many gift subscriptions that people give {
during this time of year, “And remember
give than to receive’” (Acts 20:35). But wi

Individuals find joy in sharing Cr
those who are going through difficult tim
illness, as well as some they may not even know like inmates who try to cope with the challeng
incarceration and nature deprivation.

Many callers often share some glimpses of why they are gifting subscriptions. For exan
lady who gives Creation Illustrated to inmates said she heard back from one who let her know t/
prefer Creation Illustrated over another spiritual magazine she gave in the past because this puk
was so uplifting and the content was helping them grow. Another subscriber sent a subscriptic
inmate and then added five more gift subscriptions to the same prison library so others could
Still another caller wanted to give a donation to help send Creation Illustrated to prisoners withq
husband knowing because he is an atheist. 2 Corinthians 9:7 encourages us, “Let giving flow f
heart, not from a sense of religious duty. Let it spring up freely from the joy of giving” (TPT).

A prison ministry director shared with us that the pictures in Creation Illustrated are wo
more than 1,000 words. He explained that to the thousands of inmates (thanks to the donors w
support this project) the nature photos and spiritual lessons are worth millions of words that t1
hearts and help inmates become a new creation in Christ Jesus! “Thank you so very, very muc
bottom of my heart and the hearts of countless thousands who cannot thank you personally,”
“You will probably never meet these people on planet Earth, but I pray by God’s grace you wil
litnwaller thamonnde in tha Linadam ~fhasyen because you were willing to give today so that Ci

risons across the country.”
1 one individual surrenders to God as told in Luke 15

7 in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ni

we simply cannot find apart from Him. Hisjoyisag
are in life or what our situation may be. John 15:11 e
»oken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and tha
enly, beyond comprehension. That’s why.

The Publ

1y bought ALL 120 back issues of Creation Illustrated
randdaughter would have a complete set of these tim
1s for many years to come.

r more information, turn to the center of this edition.
nited. Get ‘em while they last! Call (800) 360-2732.






https://www.creationillustrated.com/

and decomposing vegetation to perform wondrous w
m for springtime planting. In the garden story called
“we learn that this pattern of a season of rest applies |
y to grow and become fruitful.

> further learn that the inhabitants of arctic latitudes e
t upon God’s provision for proper coverings. Just loc
ous Caribou” in the creatures story. Their Maker pros
rers of fur coverings for these marauding mammals tl
z snow and frozen tundra. Their hides and fur also p
o eek out an existence in the severe and barren arctic
"he exposed and towering red rock cliffs of Zion Nati
d in this edition’s outdoor adventure called “Cathed1
it the breathtaking spectacles (often named for biblice
lly uplifting encounters that can transform the mind,
ng of off-season snow, and the venture can become ev
scenery covered in the softness of winter lighting,.
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Iriena i [Ily Inanpox:
There is much more
I'd like to say, but I am
losing the coordination
in my hands to write, so
later.

A. Shenk

Sykesville, Maryland

Missed issues . . .

Thank
thank you, for finding
the magazines I had
missed and for sending

you,

them to me. I hope

whomever received
my missing ones were
blessed!

J. Wilson
Coupeville, Washington

Stamps...
Thank you so

much for sending me
those great postage
stamps. I started

collecting stamps when
I was seven years old. I
was encouraged by an
aunt, and I have enjoyed
it for eighty years! From
age 30 to 40 we were
missionaries in Malawi,
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on trees. Ephesians 6:14-17 admonishes us to “Stand
firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your
waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in place,
and with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes
from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take
up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish
all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God” (NIV).

The inner bark, called phloem, serves as
conduits where food can travel throughout the tree.
The phloem is made of living elongated cells, but after
a time they die, though they do remain intact. Once
the inner bark has done its job, it turns to cork and

decay or weaken as long as the outer lay:
intact. The heartwood remains very stro
strong as steel.

Just as God created trees with str
withstand the different seasons, so has G
His Spirit to strengthen us. Our faith in i
help us endure the sometimes stormy se:
occur throughout our life. Like a tree the
in good soil, when we are rooted in God’
can thrive! Psalm 92:12 promises, “The r
flourish like the palm tree: he shall grow
Lebanon” (KJV).

Bark comes in a wide variety. Le
about bark can help in identifying trees ¢



that keeps the tree healthy as the old bark falls off

to let the new bark provide protection. Trees with
lenticels allow oxygen to reach the living cells of a tree.
Smooth bark offers a shield against insects and fungal
diseases, and some young trees also have smooth
bark their first few years to help insulate the inner
bark during winter. Bark with cracks and furrows
aids in growth and air circulation while providing a
nice habitat for small creatures. Barks with scales can
appear thick, which provides additional protection.
Bark often serves like insulation in a house; it keeps
the tree cool or warm depending on the season. As
some trees age, the thicker and rougher their bark
becomes with some surfaces also changing color with

some species of aromatic trees. “I will pl
wilderness the cedar, the shittah tree, anc
and the oil tree; [ will set in the desert the
and the pine, and the box tree together” |
frankincense and myrrh brought by the v
as gifts to Jesus’ birth come from oil and
hardened gum resins obtained by tappin
and commiphora trees found in Somalia

In creating trees the Lord made e
suited to its own environment, but some
planted and cultivated for crops. The m¢
about trees and their needs, the better ca:
them to be fruitful.

We, too, can be planted and culti’



benefits of bark, we can rest in the covering o
love and protection for us. Let us remember
content in all seasons of life by following Pau
example found in Philippians 4:11, “I am not
this because I am in need, for I have learned t
content whatever the circumstances” (NIV).

When exploring the outdoors, draw ¢
to God’s creation; touch the bark of trees; feel
different textures; notice the colors; examine t
thickness; and even sniff the aroma.

The same God created trees with thes
amazing features is the same God who create
stand tall wherever you are planted and to fo
admonition and claim the promise of Deuterc
31:6. “Be strong and of a good courage, fear 1
be afraid of them: for the Lord thy God, he it
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90 degrees Fahrenheit. The Creator has t
caribou with several helpful adaptations
minimizing heat loss with counter-currer
exchange in their legs and nasal passage:
moving up their legs is heated by the blo
down their legs from their body core, wk
and recycles the heat. Also, in their nasa
another specialized counter-current vasc
exchange allows the incoming cold air to
before going to their lungs. Condensatio
expelled air also gets captured before the
fully exhaled, which moistens the dry in

Another helpful design is the car
crescent-shaped cloven hooves that even
seasons. During the snowy winter, their
function like snowshoes, and the hoof pa
and tighten, which exposes the rim of the
allowing them to cut into the ice and har
more stability and grip. Each hoof has fc
two large toes that support most of their
are used to help dig for food under the s1
summer, when walking in the soft, wet ti
footpads become sponge-like, providing
in the swampy conditions that are beconr
wetter, and harder to traverse due to clin
and warmer temperatures. Psalm 18:32,
however, “It is God who arms me with s
makes my way perfect. He makes my fe
of deer, and sets me on my high places.”
shadow of a doubt, we can all say very a
it is God who arms us with strength, and
makes our way perfect.


















justice. SO, we remained speecniess!

My husband was trying to stay in his lane on the steep switchbacks leading
valley floor as I furiously snapped pictures wherever I could. Neither of us had im
a phenomenal landscape! We have traveled the world and seen many types of mot
canyons, and valleys, but none dazzle the senses like Zion.

The unique white Navajo sandstone caps on each of the peaks look like ivo
sitting on top of ruby red bases that jutted straight up from the valley floor. The st
walls towering over the Virgin River on both sides of the canyon make us feel tiny-
subjects in God’s heavenly throne room described in Revelation 7:11. “All the ange
standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. Tt
on their faces before the throne and worshiped God” (NIV).

And Zion does have a massive outcropping called the Great White Throne
the valley on the east side of the river. On the west side is the Court of the Patriarc
Isaac, and Jacob) and Angel’s Landing, which is considered one of the most difficul
world. At the south entrance to the park in Springdale stands the Watchman formz
on the east side is the Altar of Sacrifice named for the iron oxide that makes it look



1t S ODVIOUS [TOM the biblical hames that explorers and early VISItOrs to the park round
spiritual solace and inspiration from the Creator’s handiwork. The name Zion epitomizes the
feelings of those who professed their faith in choosing names for the rock formations. Zion is a
Hebrew word meaning “refuge” or “sanctuary.” In the Old Testament it refers to Jerusalem, and
Mount Zion is a hill within the city—originally the City of David. (See 2 Samuel 5:7.) Psalm 2:6
calls Zion God’s holy mountain, and Psalm 9:11 says it is the place where the Lord is enthroned.
Zion takes on a more symbolic meaning in the New Testament where it refers to the heavenly
Jerusalem and the church. Hebrews 12:22, 23 says, “But you have come to Mount Zion, to the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem” (NIV).

Explorer John Wesley Powell originally named the park area Mukuntuweap, a Paiute
name meaning straight canyon. But most settlers referred to the area as Zion, and in 1918 the
name was changed to Zion National Monument by President Woodrow Wilson because it was
easier to say and is a more inspirational moniker. At the dedication declaring it to be a national
park in 1920, National Park Services Director Stephen Mather said, “Today is the christening day
of a most wondrous child born of God and Nature—a child of such ethereal beauty that man
stands enthralled in her presence.”



need to plan mn advance because 1t 1s a very busy park. Visitors must ride the tree s
during these months as no driving or parking is allowed. For this reason I prefer tc
winter months between November and March. My husband and I went in Februai
ago, and the weather was perfect at 65 degrees. The temperature in winter can be ¢
degrees, and summer days can reach 98 degrees.

In the off season, the area wasn’t crowded; we could park at any destinatio:
were able to get reservations at the lodge inside the national park. One downside ¢
visit may be that the Virgin River water is too cold to hike in the water up to the N
15-mile slot canyon at the north end of Zion Canyon. It is possible to do with outfi
have dry suits and proper gear, but this is a challenging, strenuous hike that’s defir
everyone.

To get to Zion, I recommend a road trip. If you have at least ten days in Ut:
also visit Bryce, Capitol Reef, Canyonlands, and Arches National Parks. Although
the main part of Zion in one day, allow three days to experience it fully.

There are short, family-friendly walks such as Riverside Walk, Weeping Roc}
Pools, and Canyon Overlook Trail. Then there is Angel’s Landing—which isn’t for



mountains, natural arches, and slot canyons that encompass 229 square miles. Zion Canyon 1s
15 miles long and more than two thousand five hundred feet deep. The park is part of the Grand
Staircase on the Colorado Plateau, and the uplifting, tilting, and erosion of the land formed a
staircase of cliffs between Bryce Canyon in Utah and the Grand Canyon in Arizona. The bottom
layer of rock at Bryce is the top layer in Zion, and the bottom layer of Zion is the top layer of the
Grand Canyon. Underneath Zion is a natural spring, and the park has four life zones: riparian,
coniferous forest, woodland, and desert. More than eight hundred species of plants are native to
the area—the largest plant diversity in Utah.

There are 79 types of mammals, 32 species of reptiles and amphibians, eight species of
fish, and 289 species of birds living in the park. Mule deer are generally the largest mammals,
but bears and cougars have also been seen.

Psalm 145:5 states, “On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous
works, I will meditate” (ESV). Itis clear from historical writings through present day blogs that
Zion National Park inspires spiritual meditation. Henry Dodge also quoted the observations of
others such as, “Go to Zion Canyon for the spiritual influence of it. If you are threatened with
the effect—without cause, superstition, atheism—go there, and while you are there, for the good



1 Nad become almost ramiliar with the miracles or £10n, 1 gasped; 1 gasped a prayer
may not behold what one beholds there without knowing that there is a God; that ]
inexplicable to man and to be taken in faith alone. Zion Canyon is the most beauti
this continent.”

North America has the most incredible variety of amazing landscapes from
wilderness to the tip of Florida, but Zion stands out in a realm all its own. Our mo
can make it difficult to have the same experiences as the early explorers because of
people in the park (more than five million visit Zion each year) generating extra no
making it harder to find the quiet. But you can still find solace if you greet the sun:
the sunset, hike to remote camping areas, find a place to sit away from the crowds,
park in the winter. Take a walk in God’s sublime cathedral to hear the symphony ¢
wind. Marvel at the riotous colors He painted on the sandstone walls. Simply lool
worship Zion’s Maker.

Deborah Rew writes from Evergreen, Colorado, where she spends a great deal of time outdo
nature photographer in an effort to share the wonders of God’s creation.
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God separated the light fron
God called the light Day, anc
he called Night. And there v
and there was morning, the :
(Genesis 1:3-5, ESV).

In the very first few -
Scripture, we are greeted wil
According to most comment
was either created by God o
by Himself. This light thats
darkness was observed by G
good and was called day whil
was called night. Together tt
the first evening and mornin
of Creation week. A frequen
about the beginning of the C



been debated and speculated upon among
scholars and theologians for nearly two
millennia with varying views that must be
examined in comparison to Scripture.

For example, Tertullian (AD 155-
220) of Carthage was an early Christian
apologist and theologian who believed
that the light was a physical manifestation
of Christ’s glory early in Creation week.
Tertullian wrote, “Then, therefore, does
the Word also Himself assume His own
form and glorious garb, His own sound
and vocal utterance, when God says, ‘Let
there be light’ (Genesis 1:3). This is the
perfect nativity of the Word, when He
proceeds forth from God. .. .”

it may not be the best interpretation to
say this physical light in early Genesis 1 is
explained by the light of Christ found in
John 1. Because God created the light, this
naturally makes God the ultimate Source
by His power, but what was the specific
source?

Ephrem the Syrian (AD 306-373)
was an apologist, a hymnographer, and
a theologian in Edessa, Syria. Ephrem
speculated that the first light was like a
huge bright mist or a pillar of fire and that
after day three ended, God re-purposed that
light (and its heat) into the sun, moon, and
stars.

He wrote, “After Moses spoke of



to be at dawn of the first day. At the end
of the twelve hours of that night, the light
was created between the clouds and the
waters, and it chased away the shadow of
the clouds that were overshadowing the
waters and making them dark. ... The
light then was like a bright mist over the
face of the earth. Whether it was like the
dawn or like the pillar that gave light in
the wilderness to the people, it is obvious
that it was unable to chase away the
darkness that was spread over the face
of everything, unless it had spread out
completely over everything, either by its
substance or by its appearance.”

But a logical problem arises here.

slightly modified on day fou
view. Yet, we read that God

greater and lesser lights on d
Furthermore, these newly fas
were placed or set in the expa
(Genesis 1:17) to give light o1
So, any alleged material coal
the sun, moon, and stars doe
fit this description. Also, wh
have to say these new source
light on the earth if the previ
making the pillar of fire was
doing that? While it is certai
God’s power and discretion f
material to create something
totally different (i.e., Adam f



in Cappadocia and an ardent apologist
and theologian, used a unique argument
that God created the essence of the sun
the first three days of Creation without
creating its substance until day four.
Using the analogy of fire and a lamp, Basil
concluded that God took the fire from
days one through three and put it in the
lamp of the sun on day four. This is likened
to the burning bush where the light of

the fire existed, but the fire was not really
burning from the bush (Exodus 3). One
presumption here is that light must be
connected to fire. Another assumption is
that light is mere incandescence and not
material. In our modern understanding,

creation of each source and not attached to
previous light.

Some apologists wonder if the
angels, often described as luminaries,
provided the light on day one. Agustine
(AD 354-430), the bishop of Hippo,
was a prolific author and a theologian.

He believed that the light on days one
through three was specifically created (not
a manifested essence of God) or something
that was later re-purposed. He believed
that God created angels on day one that
shone on the earth for three days (likely
based on scriptural references such as
Psalm 104:4; Ezekiel 1:13, 14; Matthew
28:3; Acts 12:7; and Revelation 18:1).
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under the name of light—the nature of this
creation being understood to include all
the angels and powers.”

We run into a subtle issue
here since angels are spiritual beings
(e.g., Hebrews 1:14), which poses a
metaphysical question of how light from
spiritual beings manifests itself as physical
light in our universe. Augustine’s position
is predicated on light being spiritual and
not physical—an assumption he mentions
where light is supposedly incorporeal.
Light, however, is physical and operates
within space and time.

So, could the light on day one
be God’s Shekinah Glory? The Midrash

1:3-5, with some being mere.
on how light symbolizes goo
while darkness symbolizes e
there are plenty of Bible pass
discuss the metaphorical nat
and evil being light and dark
this idea back into Genesis 1
ideal since it is discussing pk
our creation. But for the rabl
physically manifested shekir
God, which in later Scripture
in the tabernacle and temple
40:34; 2 Chronicles 7:1, 2), an
mentioned to shine on the w
(Ezekiel 43:2). No doubt, Go
glory to shine (e.g., Luke 2:9;



was an English Puritan, a theologian and
a Bible commentator who believed that
the light on the first three days of Creation
week was some type of bright cloud that
moved across the earth (rather than a
fixed source) and later became the sun on
the fourth day.

Then Dr. John Whitcomb
(1924-2020), a theologian and author/
coauthor of several young-earth creation
works including The Genesis Flood, is
often credited with igniting the modern
creationist movement. He believed that
the light on the first three days was some
type of proto-sun, which was done away
with once God created the sun on day

night cycle as it has since the creation of
the sun.”

Whitcomb’s belief was much more
in accord with what Scripture has to say
on this subject in that there is no mention
of using the initial light source from days
one through three. Instead, the text seems
to state that God created a temporary
and localized light source that was done
away with when the sun was created. Itis
clear that Whitcomb viewed the Creation
as literal 24-hour days and that the first
light served the same basic (temporary)
function as the sun that replaced it.

Currently, Ken Ham, the co-
founder and CEO of the Answers in



he observes that it must have been a light
source that shone on a rotating earth once
the light and darkness were separated to
functionally serve the same purpose as the
later-created sun. He wrote in The New
Answers Book 1 that the first three days are
written the same way as the next three.

So, if we let the language speak to us, all
six days were ordinary earth days. ... The
sun was not needed for day and night.
What was needed was light and a rotating
earth. On the first day of creation, God
made light (Genesis 1:3), and the phrase
“evening and morning” certainly implies
a rotating earth. Thus, if we have light
from one direction and a spinning earth,

have time to read them. Goc
us all the information we ne
the right conclusions about t
really matter.”

Like Dr. Whitcomb, |
Scripture as written and beli
it teaches a localized and ten
light source for days one thr
Although he does not specif:
the light source was done av
highlights that Genesis 1 anc
teaches a literal six-day Crea
with God resting on the seve
having a sun before day fou
is not a problem for biblical «
The temporary light source-



acknowledge that light is used in different
ways in Genesis and Revelation. The
light in Genesis is a localized light source
shining on a rotating earth. In Revelation
21:23 and 22:5 the light of God'’s glory
seems to radiate in all directions and
permeates all of the New Jerusalem,
which is never mentioned to be rotating.
As can be seen from the small
sampling above, there are numerous
views on this subject, and all of them
are based on accepting the Bible as
the ultimate authority and then use
theological inference from Scripture alone
to develop an explanation. Ultimately, we
must admit that Scripture doesn’t satisfy

as fact. Even today there are many aspects
of light that we do not understand, and it is
wise to step back and recognize this. What
we can do is trust God’s Word as supreme
and rest in His truth. [@

This article was adapted from one that originally
appeared in Answers in Depth. Copyright ©
2019 Answers in Genesis. All Rights Reserved.
The article was adapted and is reprinted here by
permission of Answers in Genesis. (Answers® and
Answers in Genesis® are registered trademarks of
Answers in Genesis, Inc.) For more information
regarding Answers in Genesis, go to wiwiw.

| AnswersfnGenesfs,org,l oww.CreationMuseum.org |

and www.ArkEncounter.com|
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in
problem, and to point them to Jesus as the solution.
Getting youth out in Creation is a challenge,
Ham admits, but the Creation museum’s extensive
gardens and plants of the Bible can attract youth to be
impacted by what God has made in nature rather than
what man has made in urban settings.
He says his parents would take their family
hiking in the rain forest or for picnics near a stream
to enjoy the calming affects of nature, but now Ham
says he travels so much that he often finds rest and
restoration at home. Occasional trips to his native
Australia to visit family do include time on the beach
relaxing, drawing close to God, focusing on how great
He is, and thinking about what He wants us to do.
Ham says the more we can make God’s Word
come alive to people (like at the Creation Museum

1

was that their work was not peer-review:
were able to share with him that the Inte
Conference on Creationism (ICC) is a tec
scientific research conference held every
years since 1986.

Scientists who want to present th
submit technical papers of their work for
by other scientists. This year the confere
Cedarville University, in Cedarville, Ohi
many of the presentations were not in ou
expertise, we were blessed by the opport
about current research, visit with friends
the fellowship of several hundred creatic

Creation science has developed ¢
from primarily exposing the errors of evc
teaching to developing a creation model
consistent with the Word of God backed
innovative scientific research. Here are ji
topics covered at ICC this year:

* A Progressive Global Flood Model Con
Rock Data Across Five Continents

¢ Human Brain Function Above All Othe
Creation Model

¢ Developing a Comprehensive Model o
Paleontology

¢ How Should Recent Creationists Respc
Matter and Dark Energy?

As Psalm 111:2 states, “Great are
the Lord, studied by all who delight in t
Condensed from Think and Believe, Sep
October 2023, Alpha and Omega Institu

[discovercreation.org |
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Online marketplaces have generated record-
breaking growth with 272 million people or 82
percent of Americans buying or selling pre-owned
items. Aside from apparel, 76 percent of sales are
in categories of electronics, furniture, home goods,
sporting goods, and auto parts. This re-commerce
market is expected to reach $289 billion by 2027.

Tips for Simple Living
A popular saying during the days of the Great
Depression was, “use it up; wear it out; make do; or
do without.” Today we also realize how easy it is to
waste and overspend. When was the last time you put
a patch on clothes or did mending? It is so easy to just
throw things away and get something new.
Here are a few simple tips to help implement
some
2ed:
s, and

ottom off
sthpaste
to get
HE

t, and

1g and
bottles
m to get

ps.
your

Jesus Christ is our best example i
importance of not wasting anything. In
feeding the 5,000, He had the disciple ret
leftover pieces of bread and fish.

He further instructed, “Give to tt
begs from you, and do not refuse the one
borrow from you”( Matthew 5:42, ESV).
powerful scriptures that can guide us toy
those who are in need and wisely shariny
and resources include: “Pure religion anc
before God and the Father is this, to visit
and widows in their affliction” (James 1:
not neglect to do good and to share what
such sacrifices are pleasing to God” (Hek
ESV). “But if anyone has the world’s goc
his brother in need, yet closes his heart a;
how does God’s love abide in him?”(1 Jo
“Let each of you look not only to his owr
also to the interest of others” (Philippian

The Bible also teaches us to avoic
our love for others. “Make sure that you
free from the love of money, being conter
you have; for He Himself has said, ‘T will
you, nor will I ever forsake you’” (Hebre
NASB). “He who oppresses the poor to |
for himself or who gives to the rich, will
poverty” (Proverbs 22:16, NASB).

Daily character-building habits w
grow in Christian stewardship and kindr
remember the admonition, “And now ab
hope, charity, these three; but the greates
charity”(1 Corinthians 13:13 KJV).
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new morning dawned

on the west coast

of the Big Island of

Hawaii. As the sun

rose higher in the sky,
the pale hues of pink, purple, and
blue delicately blended together
like a watercolor painting. Settling
comfortably into my short-legged
beach chair, I dug my toes into the
coarse salt-and-pepper-colored
sand composed of crushed volcanic
rock and little bits of shells. The
warm, gentle breezes rustled the
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removed the snorkel and only

used the mask while holding my
breath. Ijust couldn’t relax enough
to breathe while floating face down
in the water. But I was still seeking
a blessing just without the snorkel,
which to me made the experience
harder.

Grandma Lynn explained
that it takes time and practice to
enjoy snorkeling and relaxing in
the water. I wished I could snorkel
like everyone else who made it
look so easy. As I adjusted the clip

Sometimes our reactions
are sudden, but they often fade into
fond memories. Even our ability to
remember is a gift from God. Our
heavenly Father brings us many
delights, and the best gift is His one
and only Son, Jesus. This gift of
abundant, eternal life doesn’t just
start when we experience heaven;
it is here and now as we seek His
presence in our lives, and it should
never fade if we remain focused on
the gift.

In Psalm 69:30 David

seeking, our journey 1
Him rather than for H
Him. So, we all joine
by strapping on our n
investigate the under
further. We watched

this huge turtle shell,

wide, maneuvered in
around us with ease ¢
Occasionally it’s blacl
spotted head poked a
ripples of water to ge
breath of air. Eventus
its way over to an out
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of them that fear him: he also will
hear their cry, and will save them.
The Lord preserveth all them that
love him . ..” (Psalm 145:18-20,
KJV). As we seek Him in truth, He
is near to us.

Discovering turtles in the
cove that day was a highlight.
We spent the rest of our days
curiously seeking out other
beaches, coves, bays, and various
adventures including driving the
perimeter of the island, meeting
locals, hearing their stories, and
viewing waterfalls. We also had

TO TespuTid o [dna skdps On e
surface of the water, as well as
finger motions to leap high in

the air. One of them swam right
through my daughter’s legs!
Diving, jumping, and gracefully
posing, these sleek sea creatures
seemed to enjoy being the center
of attention while communicating
in high-pitched sounds and being
constantly rewarded with small
fish. They even allowed everyone
in the group to embrace them
with a hug, and my daughter
even kissed one on the nose.
After this unique encounter with
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in allowing us to dray
Him—a blessing we’l
a long time. “Happy
hath the God of Jacob
whose hope is in the |
which made heaven, .
sea, and all that there
keepeth truth for ever
146:5, 6, KJV).

Jeannie Gerhardt writes
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of Creation in order to s
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as much as possible. A study tfrom Penn State Extension also emphasizes the impo
understanding how soil processes are affected by farm-management practices.

The Bible also speaks to this theme of cultivation, rest, and rejuvenation fro
beginning of earth’s history. In Genesis 2:15 we learn, “Then the Lord God took the
him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it” (NASB). This verse remind
responsibility to care for the land, which includes allowing it time to rest and reger

In Proverbs 28:19 we find another relevant scripture. “He who tills his lanc
plenty of food, but he who follows empty pursuits will have poverty in plenty” (N
underscores the importance of diligent stewardship while understanding and resp
natural cycles and rhythms of life that have been ordained since Creation.

Cover crops contribute an essential function in this process. They protect a
the soil, as well as help with weed control when a cash crop is not growing. Cover
also provide a greater variety of food sources for soil organisms that helps support
agricultural web that is woven throughout the year. Examples of cover crops inclu
fast-growing annual that can keep the soil covered in fall, winter, and early spring;
help fulfill some of the soil’s nitrogen needs; radishes and turnips that break up co1



winter is not just about giving the earth a break.

te restoration and regeneration for another season
ycles that God designed, and ultimately it’s about
stain us with its bounty.

lires rest for much of His creation. Just like soil and
We can rejoice that we have a daily and weekly

o restore, and to prepare us for better service to
5od, the Holy One of Israel; In returning and rest
nce shall be your strength” (Isaiah 30:15, KJV). Are

- where vital life lessons found in Creation guide the
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ne winter day Susan was so excited—
it was snowing! As she looked out
the window, she wondered if maybe
Judy could come over, and they
could play in the snow together. She
asked her parents if that would be okay, and soon it
was all arranged. The two girls quickly put on their
snow clothes and boots. But then something exciting
happened!
Susan’s parents saw a surprise visitor in the
nearby field and excitedly called the girls to look
out the back window. There they watched it too—a
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beautiful red fox with a bushy long tail;-
walked slowly across the field near the fi
that grows vegetables during the warme

All of a sudden, the fox leaped w
air and dove into the snow. The fox coul
seen, and the girls started giggling as the
what the fox was doing. At first it looke:
creature was playing and having fun, bu
father said it was most likely doing some
very important. It was hunting for its su

Hunting in the snow takes specic
father explained that the fox has very go

N " 5 S T






LINE @ LIIUUSE UL @ VUIE. 1 CELLLE ULUUELL Uil
binoculars, everyone got a chance to watch th
close. Soon he scampered across the field to |
return to its den. Susan and Judy hurried out
to enjoy playing in the snow until the temper
dropped with the setting sun.

Once they were indoors and warmed
fire, they opened the nature book to see what
could learn about the red fox and how it huni
in snow. The fox listens very carefully to pinj
rodent’s movements. When the fox figures o1
location of the rodent, the hunter jumps straig
in the air a couple feet and plunges headfirst
mouth open. The girls giggled as they wonds
the fox got a mouth full of snow too. They di
that when a fox jumps down into the snow il



play. We would have scared it away, and we
not have been able to watch it and learn what
doing!”

Susan’s mother handed each girl a cu
cocoa to enjoy and asked, “What lessons have
learned from what we just observed today wi
red fox’s visit? Can you girls think of anythir
that this creature helped teach you?”

“I think the fox teaches us the import:
listening very carefully,” Judy said. Susan ad
“And also being patient because the fox waite
jump at just the right time. He had to know t
location of the rodent and probably had only
chance to catch it.”

Susan’s mother said, “Let’s see if we ¢
some good Bible verses to go with these impc
lessons. Do either of you remember any Scrij
texts about being patient?” Both girls said,
the fruit of the Spirit!” They had recently stu
Galatians 5:22, 23 in their Bible class at school

They turned to the verses in a Bible a1
them together. “But the fruit of the Spirit is Ic
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulr
gentleness, self-control; against such things tt
law” (ESV). They noticed a reference by that
another one found in Colossians 3:12, 13, so, {
that too. “Put on then, as God’s chosen ones,
beloved, compassion, kindness, humility, mes
and patience, bearing with one another and, i
a complaint against another, forgiving each o
the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must f
(ESV).

“It sounds as if we need to be patient
each other all the time,” Susan said. Her mot
agreed and said that God provides many less
like this in His creation. “Let’s look to see if v
find a helpful Scripture text about the import:
listening,” she added.

“I know of a good one,” Judy offered.
James 1:19. ‘Let every person be quick to hea
speak, slow to anger.” I memorized that verse
family just the other week.” She explained th
are trying to follow this advice because some!
everyone talks at the same time, and no one i:
listening. They all chuckled knowing that thi
happens in homes, schools, and even churche
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winds of the north. By the breath of God ice is
given, and the broad waters are frozen. Also
with moisture He saturates the thick clouds;He
scatters His bright clouds. And they swirl
about, being turned by His guidance, that they
may do whatever He commands them on the
face of the whole earth. He causes it to come,
whether for correction, or for His land, or for
mercy” Job 37:5-13.

God sends the snow for one of three reasons:
1. For correction: Storms may force you to
change your plans so that God’s plans for you
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programs to cancel. Thus you find a
pected evening to re-evaluate the v
your activities.

The trials and the storms of life ofte
your very best blessing.

Your life might even be spared t
appears to be a disappointment. Jacob
these things are against me.” Genesis 4
God had a bigger picture in mind.”A
work together for good to those w
God."Romans 8:28.1t doesn’t say“som
or “most things” or “joyous thin
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2. What is the inner bark called, and what is its purpose? p. 8

3. What is the center of the tree called? Is it living? How strong is it? p. 8

4. List six different characteristics of tree bark and explain why some give off an aroma. pp. 8,
5. What are some interactive things you can do with bark when exploring the outdoors? p. 10

II. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—*“Courageous Caribou”’ story, pages 12

Why are there two names for this creature? What indigenous people have domesticated the

What is the size and location of the largest herds of caribou? What is their worldwide popu

How far do some caribou migrate? How did they influence the design of the Alaska pipelir

Caribou are blessed with a counter-current heat exchange. How does this work and help th

List other adaptations caribou exhibit that allow them to live in arctic climates. What valual
have you learned from the caribou’s ability to endure hardship? pp. 16-19

L

ITII. Re-Creation Outdoors—*Cathedrals of Zion Canyon” story, pages 20—

1. List some of the biblical names found at Zion National Park. Who were the individuals wh
with these names? pp. 22, 23

. What does the Hebrew word Zion mean? What does it refer to in the Bible? (Hebrews 12:22

. What time of the year is less crowded in Zion that allows you to drive your car instead of ris
shuttle bus? p. 24

. List two challenging hikes in Zion. What special gear and arrangements are required? pp. .

SV
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. List the four life zones in the park. How many species of plants are native to the area? p. 2¢

=

. What are some challenges with touring Zion National Park since there are more than five m
each year? p. 26

IV. The Creation Week —“Creation Day 1 —Light” story, pages 28-37

1. What is a frequent question about the beginning of the Creation week? pp. 28, 29

2. Summarize the different theories on the source of the light that appeared on days one throu
the Creation week. p. 29-35

3. What is Answers in Genesis founder Ken Ham'’s position on the source of light? pp. 35, 36

4. Why is having no sun before day four of the Creation week not a problem for biblical
creationists? pp. 36, 37

5. What can we say when we do not have a clear Scriptural account of certain Creation details
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