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strated to help people slow down in this hectic

ind by beholding become changed—a new creation
'ssed the ministry with His design to divide each
zoequal parts (Creation lllustrated in Nature, in

to provide a balance of mental, spiritual, and

nich He said is good.

ed newly developed software and computers that

»m the text and enabled cost-effective production anc
iplied in a colorful, top-quality fashion. Readers saic
mtinued to labor in the garden of publishing while p
1g photos in an effort to provide the most nutritious «
in nature. God continually provided a spiritual harv
‘s method of feeding the masses with eternal truths tl
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and college education in graphic design to er
publication. And our readers said it was eve
Illustrated to be a meaningful outreach tool ar
coworkers—especially since the subscription
was helpful and good.

So, the publishing trio remained hum
century of ministering together (along with v
and photographers) to provide Bible-based n
glorifies their Creator and Redeemer. The jou
wanted you to enjoy this special 25th annives
seven days of Creation stories gleaned from ¢

Then the publishers saw that the futu
high in the pursuit of fresh avenues of promc
DVD series on Creation evangelism that indi
further the Creation message that God is still
world, He continues to create new hearts in v



advantages of my job is
that I see many firsts hot
off the press. Today was
one of those days. Ijust
had to take time to read
every page!

Congratulations
on creating the most
beautiful magazine I
have ever seen! I love
National Geographic, as
well as many others, but
you have combined
beautiful pictures with
appropriate scripture for
a unique balance. I only
hope word reaches the
thousands who will
appreciate your
magazine.

I can truly say it
is a joy to send, and I

know it will be
appreciated. I would
expect Christmas

subscriptions will flood
your office in the fall.
Best wishes for a mighty
success, and may God
bless your ministry.
G. Davidson
Oxnard, California
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work. I especially like
the series on Creation
week; I learn something
new each time. I start at
the beginning of the
magazine and go
through page by page.
Don’t change anything.
It's perfect the way it is.
C. and C. Sadau
Sanger, Texas

Creationclass. ..

students as
illustrate the c
process. All of
we received p1
move to Bo
packed in a bo:
very difficult t
D. Kir
Instituto Qu
Leon, Bo

Haiti . . .









UIOUZIIS Uldll YOUur Uiougies

then might the Creator, who covers Himself “with

\sdldll 22:0, 7). VVIlY

light as with a garment ” (Psalm 104:2), enshroud the
earth in darkness when He began creating it?

A closer look at the account in Genesis shows
us that the first day of Creation began with night.
First, darkness covered the face of the deep as the
Spirit of God hovered over the face of the waters. And
at the end of that day we are told that “the evening
and the morning were the first day” (Genesis 1:5).
This is consistent with the rest of the Bible where the
sunset at evening always marks the beginning of the
new day. Interestingly, God established this cycle
several days before He created the sun.

Darkness in the sacred narrative often
represents sin and one’s ignorance toward God. In

NONEe HNKE vie, AeCldring uie Cernu 1roin uie Deginriig,
and from ancient times things that are not yet done”
(Isaiah 46:9, 10).

The Spirit came into the world to “guide you
into all truth” (John 16:13). And the psalmist tells
us, “The entrance of Your words gives light” (Psalm
119:130). Thus, through continual enlightenment, the
Holy Spirit expels the darkness of sin and error from
the soul and in its place implants the attributes of the
light of Him who is the Light of the world.

In retrospect, we can see that at the very
beginning of Creation, the transition from the darkness
on the face of the deep to the full brightness and light
of God’s presence is symbolic of the spiritual transition
to be fully realized at the end of time. The darkness
will give way to the light of the Sun of Righteousness.
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omniscience or all-knowing power (omni mear
all and science meaning knowledge), He knew ¢
established all laws of the universe. He not o
knows the beginning from the end but also ki
how everything functions in between.

Before He ever spoke a word in Gene;
Elohim must have had these laws in mind th:
our very existence, meaning that God had to
predetermined how everything works. In Ge
1:1, 2 we read the account of Creation day on
beginning God created the heavens and the e
earth was without form, and void; and darkn
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of Goc
hovering over the face of the waters.”

The Hebrew word translated hovered «
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us understand His greatest miracle, “the mys
of godliness” (1 Timothy 3:16). The apostle P
defines this great mystery as “Christ in you, t
of glory” (Colossians 1:27). Although we, like
hummingbirds, have no brilliantly colored pi
our own—no natural spiritual beauty or gooc
God created us to reflect His beauty and gooc
But it is an iridescent beauty, a glow that shin
only when we are in the right relationship to
Iridescence is subtle (yet profoundly 1
and produced by an external light reflecting «
lives. This form of light comes from an outsic
Source that is not dependent on our self-gene
luminescence, and it will not fade as long as 1
remain in right relationship to it. Though age
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ig order,
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she serves
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diminish a Christian’s physical beauty, tt
character that emanates from Christ can !
forth from a surrendered soul.

Recognizing and relying on the i
and the Source of life outside ourselves (
to certain humanistic approaches that se¢
the light from within) is vital to a faith-b:
Paul clearly states this fundamental conc
Galatians, “’T have been crucified with C
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
which I now live in the flesh I live by fait
of God, who loved me and gave Himself
(Galatians 2:20).

Iridescent creatures like tropical i



Just as the chemical constituents that produce
iridescence vary, so it is that true Christians all have
their own different personalities. Each one reflects
God'’s goodness from a different angle; yet, each is
beautiful in its own way. “There is one glory of the
sun, another glory of the moon, and another glory
of the stars; for one star differs from another star in
glory” (1 Corinthians 15:41). God never destroys our
individuality; He only refines and purifies it while
allowing the full range of diverse beauty among His
children to be as vast as the differentiation within the
rest of His creation.

Butterflies and moths, for example, display
another dazzling range of iridescence. The color-
reflecting capabilities are in the scales that cover their
wings. The most exquisite examples are found among

a new creation in Christ Jesus—one that"
light to shine forth. The worship-inspirii
glory and the privilege He intended for I
to reflect the luminescence of that glory ¢
embraced by faith through full, abject su

He made His Son, Jesus, the radi
or “the brightness of His glory” (Hebrew
wants to see that all His children, “with 1
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
being transformed into the same image f
glory [an iridescent reflection], just as by
the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).

Evelyn Sayler writes from Oliver, British Co
where she and her husband pursue the wond
handiwork to share with others.

































Jesus 1s reterring to the spiritual
thirst that nothing can satisfy
except a vital relationship with
the Heavenly Father.

But He does not force the
water of life down our throats;
salvation is an interactive
process. “The Spirit and the
bride say, ‘Come!” ... And let
him who thirsts come. And
whoever desires, let him take the
water of life freely” (Revelation
22:17). First, humanity has
to realize their need—thirst.
Second, they have to recognize
the right Source to meet their

nourishment, energy, and power.

The land, the soil, the rock
together provide the foundation
upon which plant life can
continue to feed. Just as Jesus
is the Rock of our salvation, we
must continue to feed on the
substance of His Word in order
to grow and flourish.

But the soil is an element
of Creation not made to be
seen to any great extent. It was
created for utility, not for beauty.
For the first two days of the
Creation week, the soil was out
of sight beneath the water. On

it. Likewise, when sin
ugliness into the huma
He provided a coverin;
beauties of holiness” (I
110:3). When the nakes
Adam and Eve was ex]
“God made tunics of sl
clothed them” (Genesi:

Soil and plants
intimately bound toget
in a fascinating relatior
so complex that it is ali
impossible to study on
the other. The same de
the earth was exposed,
spoke again so the gras



and fruit trees would grow and
eventually provide food for His
children. “‘See, I have given
you every herb that yields seed
which is on the face of all the
earth, and every tree whose fruit
yields seed; to you it shall be for
food”” (Genesis 1:29).

Even after the Flood,
God in His providence had
plants growing on the earth
as evidenced by the dove that
returned to Noah with an olive

its fru
leave:
healir
there
(Reve

Tatian
Pleasa
she st
creatic
spirit



ran excitedly into the grassy
thicket, became enveloped by
it, and disappeared from our
sight. After a few minutes she
reemerged from the towering
strands that stood eight or nine
feet tall. Aptly named “tall grass
prairie,” such sites are rare now
since much of the grasslands
have been put to the plow. The
prairie once covered about two
hundred million acres in North
America (about forty percent

as the most fertile. Not true.
Temperate grasslands hold
earth’s most fertile soils made
of deep, rich loams. With
just the right combination of
moisture and warmth for steady,
slow microbial breakdown of
organic materials, grassland
soils provide a wealthy bank of
nutrients.

Since grasses also
dominated the landscape in
biblical times, these plants

by humans and beasts,
symbolize powerlessne
“Therefore their inhabi
little power; . . . they w
the grass of the field” (
19:26). Conversely, the
growth of grasses help
a promised large famil
the grass of the earth””
And Jesus reassures us
if God so clothes the gt
field, ... will He not m
clothe you?”” (Matthev



hours. In stressed areas the
plants open their pores at night
when photosynthesis is not
occurring and store carbon
dioxide to be released when it
is needed. Normally plants use
carbon dioxide to make glucose
right away, but God’s design
allows grasses to cope.
Additionally, grasses
have fibrous root systems with
large surface areas that quickly
make maximum use of minimal
amounts of soil water. Grass
roots often penetrate up to 12
feet into soil where underground

other grasses roll their leaves to
avoid water loss.

Similarly, the Creator’s
design for us is to be deeply
rooted in biblical truth and to
drink from the spring of Living
Water while turning away from
the soul-searing heat of evil
influences. Matthew 6:30 shows
that while God amply clothes the
grasses of the field, in a greater
measure He clothes us in His
righteousness. But in Revelation
8:7 we discover that the earth
will ultimately be stripped of its
grassy clothing and burned up;

His coming. (See Reve
3:18.)

Envision the ne¢
Jerusalem with John w
in Revelation, “And he
talked with me had a g
to measure the city, its
and its wall” (Revelatic
That's right, a gold ree
sparkling golden stran
grass! [@

The late Henry Zuill, Ph.
a biology/ecology professc
a Christian college in Lin
Nebraska.
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miles (compared to the earth’s /,9Y18-
mile diameter) and orbits our planet at
a distance of about two hundred thirty
nine thousand miles away. To put these
numbers in perspective, this means that if
the earth were the size of a basketball, the
moon would be the size of a tennis ball
and in orbit twenty-four feet away.

We read in Genesis that God
has given the moon the power to “rule
the night” by positioning it to catch and
reflect the sun’s light back toward earth.
Occasionally a well-lighted moon passes
through the shadow of the earth and
disappears from our sight. This is a lunar
eclipse. If it passes directly between us

creates ever-changing bulges m earth’s
oceans. The resulting fluctuation in water
levels means the shorelines of the seas are
constantly moving back and forth between
high and low tides. These intertidal zones,
where the land is underwater during high
tide and above water during low tide,
make up a complex habitat and thriving
home to many and varied types of unique
and hardy creatures.

One of the main functions
assigned to the moon by its Creator is to
be for signs and seasons as confirmed in
Psalm 104:19 which reads, “He appointed
the moon for seasons.” Although a typical
calendar is the solar calendar that is based



we as Christians are also to retlect the hight
of Christ into our own world. In John 9:5
Jesus said He was the Light of the world.
“’As long as I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.”” But now He has
given us His light to share. “You are the
light of the world”” (Matthew 5:14). As the
moon’s gravity, light, and cycles bring life,
richness, illumination, signs, and seasons
to the earth, may each of us also have a
positive and far-reaching effect on the
world’s spiritual darkness.

Johnny Taylor writes from White Hall,
Arkansas, where he studies the Bible and
writes about God'’s love and His creation fo

Creator’s touch mn the heaver
that is greatly enhanced by
through the clarifying lens o
a telescope. Some creationis
scholars argue that the last s¢
Genesis 1:16, “He made the ¢
relates to another time before
week and that the stars were
day four. Others are convinc
heavenly bodies were made

Regardless of one’s s
issue, Psalm 19:1 proclaims, -
declare the glory of God.” A
three ways. The first is throt
attributes of the heavens—th
that strikes us, the energy an



displayed there, and the incomprehensible
immensity of it all. The second way is
through biblical metaphors such as the
sun as Messiah: “In them [the heavens]
He has set a tabernacle for the sun, which
is like a bridegroom coming out of his
chamber, and rejoices like a strong man
to run its race. Its rising is from one end
of heaven, and its circuit to the other
end; and there is nothing hidden from its
heat” (Psalm 19:4-6). The third way is
by the names of the stars. “Lift up your
eyes on high, and see who has created
these things, who brings out their host

and Chaldean star names. The nineteenth
century scholar, Frances Rolleston
(1781-1864), traced the meanings of those
names and showed that they agreed with
the message of the Bible, even though the
names existed long before Moses wrote
Genesis. The star names and the figures
imagined in the constellations tell God’s
plan for the world—the coming of the
God-man to redeem by His death a people
for Himself and His return in power to
judge the earth.

Whether a person chooses to be a
dedicated student of the heavenly bodies


















The elegantly adorned mandarinfish were
first seen in the Philippines where I was blessed to
photograph them. As with other very colorful fish
in the ocean, the slow-moving mandarinfish appears
almost to be hand painted by the Creator with
brilliantly applied distinctive colors. This unique
species has no scales, but its protective mucous
coating repels predators, although lionfish can prey
on mandarinfish. These elusive creatures hide during
the day but can be seen at dusk when they perform a
courtship and mating ritual.

Such a stunning species of fish faces some
magnificent competition with the nudibranch family
of sea creatures. Characterized by their exposed
(nude) gills (branch) on their dorsal surface, s
nudibranchs are poisonous, while others tastx
to fish, which allows unencumbered travel or
reef surface seemingly exposed to danger. Sii
if we are protected with Christ and our chara
unpalatable to the enemy, then our lives will |
vulnerable to the devil’s predations.

The anemonefish dons a coating, whi
protects it from the venomous tentacles of its
anemone. Such a wise design exemplifies the
we are covered with the righteousness of Chr
are protected from the penalty of sin, althoug
usually from its earthly consequences.

Anemonefish feed off of the scraps frc
host, which also protects the fish from other |
In turn, the anemonefish cleans the anemone
parasites and drives off intruders despite the s >
petite presence (often just a few centimeters in length).
Another amazing design reveals that an anemonefish
can start out as a male, but it may change into a
dominant female if the need arises—a change that is
irreversible.

But the anemonefish does not provide the only
cleaning station in the ocean. These stations present
some of the most fascinating places to watch sea-
creature interaction. Four eye butterfly fish (named
for the round black false eye on their posterior dorsal
fin and their ability to swim backwards to elude
predators) also offer an important cleaning function.

If you watch a group of French grunt fish
long enough, a butterfly fish will typically come by
and pick parasites out of the mouths of the grunts.

This is so important to the grunts that the
their mouths on cue, each taking a turn t
underwater dentistry as the butterfly fist

It’s true that we all need our live:
but we don’t have to wait in a queue. Cl
to come into our lives at any time and nc
peripheral parasites that irritate us; He p
make us a new Creation. “Therefore, if a
Christ, he is a new creation; old things h:
away; behold, all things have become ne
(2 Corinthians 5:17).

Jeffrey Ing, MD, writes from Stockton, Califc
specializes in corneal and refractive surgery i
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across the face of the firmament of the heavens.” So
God created . . . every winged bird according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good. And God
blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and let
birds multiply on the earth.” So the evening and the
morning were the fifth day.”

While many birds created on day five can
squawk, chirp, cackle, or screech, only about half the
world’s birds actually sing, because singing involves a
complex system of air sacks and well-developed vocal
organs. For songbirds, vocal expression provides a
vital aspect of their lives, and, as we will discover, they
provide a vital contribution to our lives.

Although crowned as the Georgia state bird,
the brown thrasher is not the most glamorous. This
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But when listening to so many bi
the musical complexities seem too great |
new generation to sing. By God’s wond1
baby birds appear inclined to learn the s
parents. A white-crowned sparrow livin
white-crowned sparrow and a song spar
learn its own species’ song. However, bi
songs from other species if their parents .
absent. God even admonished Moses to
as a warning to his people about their fu
therefore, write down this song for yours
teach it to the children of Israel; put it in
that this song may be a witness for Me a
children of Israel”” (Deuteronomy 31:19).

As baby birds learn the songs of -
they begin to try them as soon as they le:
For weeks they practice and correct their
until their songs become an exact copy o

Birds sing many types of songs, ¢
the purpose. If they are locating food or
presence of predators, males use short sii
when courting females or warning rivals
become longer and more complex. The r
total songs each bird sings depends on tt
their age, and where they live. An indig
sings only one song, an American robin ¢
northern mockingbird sings 200, and, as
record holder is the brown thrasher with
of more than two thousand different son

Birds and all Creation join us in v
the God who made us and cares for us d.
songs may be used to attract a mate, war
predators, or challenge a rival. But the n
hear that morning chorus, join in and cel
best reason for singing—praising our aw
together. “Oh, sing to the Lord a new so:
the Lord, all the earth. Sing to the Lord,
name; proclaim the good news of His sal
day to day” (Psalm 96:1, 2).

Doris Schuchard writes from Lawrenceville,
she enjoys studying the wonders of God’s cre
surround her.












builds a certamn trust that 1s
essential for any relationship to
flourish. In my veterinary career
[ experienced a wide variety of
human-animal interactions.

I could not help but
wonder how fantastic the
Garden of Eden must have
been for Adam as he named
all the creatures God created,
especially with trust and no fear
of humanity or other animals.
Since the Fall, however, fear
reigns, and I had countless
experiences trying to calm the
reluctance of various creatures

the universe assures us in 1 John
4:18, “There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casts out fear,
because fear involves torment.”
Learning from
animals how best to establish
relationships helps us deal with
others, especially nonbelievers.
Early missionary attempts
to force their convictions on
the heathen often resulted in
resistance and even bloodshed.
The old adage that “people must
know that you care before they
care what you know” certainly
applies in daily living,.

to rush i and whisk u;
safety when we are in «
as promised in Psalm &
“You called in trouble,
delivered you; I answe
in the secret place of th
(Psalm 81:7). Such pro
can be witnessed in otl
of mammals, from elep
to whales, but an elemu
competition and fierce
relationships has also ¢
our sin-sick world. To«
overachiever, one-upm
fame-and-fortune socie
promotes competition



survival of the fittest that poses a
severe challenge when pursuing
Christlike relationships.

But hope continues to
reign, as another insight into
the nature of God was revealed
while dealing with one of
my own horses, Junior, who
gradually lost his eyesight and
is now blind. Over the years |
rode Junior many miles both for
pleasure and for competition
in endurance rides. As his eyes
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dome
all sp
dome
of His
we ca
day w
dwell
shall |
goat,
lion a
little «



His plan lightly when we read
in Genesis 1:24-31, “Then God
said, ‘Let the earth bring forth
the living creature according

to its kind: . . . and creeping
thing . . . each according to its
kind’; and it was so. And God
made . . . everything that creeps
on the earth according to its
kind. And God saw that it was
good. “...and to everything that
creeps on the earth, in which
there is life, I have given every

insect
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about their environment
through their senses. They
know how to best maneuver

to avoid dangers and pitfalls
that could lead to their peril.
We, on the other hand, have
become complacent and even
lethargic due to the comfort of
our environment. Qur senses
have in many cases become
numb to the world around

us or overstimulated by the
onslaught of high-tech gadgetry
to the point of being rendered
less effective in recognizing
minuscule yet important details

Jerry 1
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profes:
State |
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reature ot our creation 1s the one
listed first. We are created in
the image of God—something
reserved for man alone. This
statement establishes our
connection to God and explains
why God loves us so deeply.
Like Adam, when he looked at
Eve and declared “bone of my
bones and flesh of my flesh”
(Genesis 2:23), God looks on
us and declares that we are
uniquely related to Him. The
characteristics we share with
God ultimately draw us to God.
The mystery of it all is:

like L:od. 1his means that God
must look like us, but the truth
is He doesn’t. Being “created
in the image of God” has
nothing to do with our physical
appearance. The “image of
God” must entail those aspects
of human nature that are not
shared with any other physical
form of life on earth.

To discover what those
aspects are, begin by thinking
about this—how did God reveal
Himself in the first chapter of
Genesis? What are the most
prominent characteristics of

mstilled in us at creatic
These include: the abili
think abstractly, the ab
understand and apprec
beauty, and the ability

a moral consciousness.
these qualities are uni¢
humanity and are part
it means to be created i
image of God. In addi
perhaps as a result, onl
has the capacity to wor
love God. Without the
reason—an innate app:
of beauty and above al
conscience—we could



understand God’s love, and,
accordingly, would not worship
Him. All this suggests that God
created us in His image so that
we could worship Him and
have a meaningful, spiritual
relationship with Him.

Very importantly, being
created in the image of God
indicates that we were given
the desire to be creative. The
most dominate picture of God in
these early verses is His creative

truly creative creature on earth.
Not only can we be
creative, we are driven to be
creative. Each of us has a
creative spark of some kind. It
may be working with our hands,
it may be writing, it may be
developing and maintaining
relationships. No matter what
our skill, we gain immense
enjoyment from using it. While
a life of pure leisure might
sound attractive, the truth is, we

God-given creative poy
good, whether it be to
appreciate, or simply t
awe of the vast univers
has given to us. Praise
that we remain the key
for a worshipful relatic
with the Creator Hims:
now and in the earth v
From Genesis to Revel.
are admonished to “we
Him who made heaver
earth, the sea and sprir
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When our first parents sinned, God's first act
was to remove from man this tree of life, “lest
he put out his hand and take also of the tree of
life, eat, and forever,
therefore the Lord God sent him out of the Gar-
den of Eden ... and He placed Cherubim (an-
gels) at the east of the Garden of Eden,and a
flaming sword which turned every way to
guard the way to the tree of life”
Genesis 3:22-24,

and live

Sometime before the flood God must have
transferred the Garden of Eden to heaven
because in the description of heaven in
Revelation 22:1, 2 we read, "He showed me

a nira riviar Aafurmatar Aflifa Flaar ae Fruckal neas

divine nature” 2 Peter 1:4.

Promises of the Bible are as leaves of this al
ing Tree. Studying and living by God's wc
leaves
the tree of life. Revelation 2:7 says “To

the way we now eat the

who overcomes | will give to eat from
tree of life, which is in the midst of
Paradise of God.”

Overcomers again will eat from the same
Adam and Eve once ate.”Blessed are those
do His commandments, that they may hav
right to eat of the tree of life” Revelation 2
There will be a different fruit every mont
leaves heal all nations of the redeemed
power of this fruit will impart vigorous life
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VI. The Creation Week —“Day 6: Animals, Creeping Things, and Human
story, pages 4047

1. List some ways animals can teach us to better deal with trust and relationships. pp. 42, 43

2. What are some of the many important roles and resources insects provide for humans? p.«

3. What is the most important feature of the creation of humans, and what does it establish?

4. List some unique abilities God gave to humans. pp. 46, 47

VII. The Creation Week —“Day 7: Rest and Worship” story, pages 48-53
1. What does the German word zeitgeber mean, and how does Exodus 20:11 relate to it? p. 50

2. What does the Hebrew word Qadash mean? What is the Hebrew word for seven? pp. 51,5
2 Hamr ie 2 hivthdas cimilars b4 tha aranl-lae Qaklhaih?
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Visit. Learn. Shavre.
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