








Our Wh

Springtime fosters fresh hope and
faithful return of new life as our hearts lor
suffering in the world.

Thirty years ago when we prayerf
facing page), the daily stressors of life see
planet and society appear to be falling ap: .
wars that rip countries apart, powerful storms that cause record life and property loss, plus the
famines, droughts, violent crimes, and disease can easily dash the dreams of a better life on thi
Romans 8:22, 23 underscores that the whole creation groans along with believers as they long t
free from the consequences of sin.

Can you imagine reading today’s headline news thirty years ago? We would have a he
comprehending them! But the Bible tells us these things will take place before Christ’s return.
Matthew 24:6, 7.)

Creation Illustrated’s design and purpose has always been to help each of us cope with t
heavy life stressors—the regular rigors of life. The many letters and phone calls from subscribe
us how much they love receiving and reading Creation lllustrated with its blessings of peace hel
a solid reassurance that we are providing a useful service and need to keep the flame of hope b
Quoting one subscriber in New Hampshire, “Whenever life is full of junk, Creation Illustrated p
beautiful escape.”

But in addition to an escape, Creation lllustrated is designed to reveal the character of Gi
each of us can become changed into a new Creation through the grace, mercy, and power of Ch
We don’t want to embrace just part of His character but all of it as promised in Romans 1:20. “I



https://www.creationillustrated.com/



https://www.facebook.com/CreationIllustrated
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knows how destructive moths can be. Is
8 underscores this with a note of endurir
“Do not fear the reproach of men, nor be
their revilings. For the moth will eat the
garment, and the worm will eat them lik
My righteousness will be forever, and M:
from generation to generation.””

Even though they provide an im;
part of the food chain for many species o
animals, moths work hard to not get eate
moth caterpillar will resemble a twig or
the bark of a tree as part of its design in ¢
predators. When they are resting, many
seek surroundings that afford camouflag
notion was actually used by evolutionist
Darwin’s theory of natural selection whe
postulated that the peppered moth’s win
to become darker during England’s soot-
industrial revolution. It turns out that th
was faulty, and even the photographs of
tree trunks were staged. But even if mic
are manifested in the hue of the moths’ v
does not prove macro-evolution among «
species, just as the coat of the snowshoe |
change; yet, the creature still remains a r:

As nocturnal creatures, moths ha
adapted more for night vision. It never ¢
amaze me how the Designer wisely equi
things with the tools they need to exist ir
“For by Him all things were created that
heaven and that are on earth, visible and
whether thrones or dominions or princig









commonly at home during the night than du
daylight hours, there are exceptions. Several
moths dance from flower to flower in the day

Nevertheless, most moths are attracte
light amid the darkness. Research indicates t
including the moon and stars, interact with tt
navigational system, and bright artificial ligh
them to go toward a light source often to thei

Just like today, the people in Jesus” tir
in a dark and desperate world, but then they
hope as told in Matthew 4:16. “The people w
darkness saw a great light, and upon those w
the region and shadow of death Light has dan
Anyone who is discouraged by the plight of ¢
downward spiral can embrace the promise fo
John 8:12 and be attracted to the Light with h.
eternal future devoid of suffering. “Then Jest
to them again, saying, ‘I am the light of the w
who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, b
the light of life.”

Wayne Easley writes from Hereford, Arizona, as ¢
pastor and avid nature photographer. He shares a
devotional often accompanied by his stunning phc
Tom Ish is editor and publisher of Creation Illust









Lake Michigan spans the entire 277-mile west coast
of Michigan’s lower peninsula. Approximately one
hundred eighteen miles across and nine-hundred
twenty-five feet at its deepest point, it is the largest
freshwater lake in the world located entirely in one
country.

In certain places golden sand dunes (some as
high as four-hundred fifty feet tall) tower over miles of
postcard-perfect sandy shores. Feathery beach grasses
stabilize the dunes with roots descending as deep as
twenty feet. On other beaches aged cottonwood trees
with their trunks half-buried in shifting sand flutter
their glossy, silvery-green leaves in the breeze. On
windy days white-capped waves crash against the

piece of petrified coral colonies encased i
They can be as small as a pebble or as lar
boulder. A dry, unpolished Petoskey sto
like any ordinary rock—grayish-brown ¢
A closer inspection reveals a honeycomb
of hexagon-shaped markings that can be
spot when the stones are wet. Polishing
the intricate beauty of each stone and po
artistry of our creative God. Polished stc
become jewelry, souvenirs, decorative pi
unusual trinkets. But due to differences
and impurities in the fossils that consist «
quartz, pyrite, and other minerals, polisk
challenge.



forty-fifth parallel where winter temperatures plunge
to single digits and ice forms on the fresh water of
Lake Michigan?” Scientists theorize that long ago,
Michigan was once located near earth’s equator and
was covered by a warm, shallow sea that created an
ideal habitat for marine life. Some believe the small
creatures that formed the colonies swam around freely
and eventually anchored onto something solid while
multiplying themselves and secreting a substance

to make a hard, protective covering. The live coral
thrived on the abundant plankton in the warm sea,
using tentacles to snag food that floated by. A coral
colonial structure can be made up of hundreds to
thousands of these tiny polyps with each colony

evidence that points to the truth of the Sc

The earth upon which we stand i
changing and moving, although at a very
pace of one or two inches a year. The ea
called the lithosphere, consists of fifteen
moving tectonic plates of various sizes si
pieces of a puzzle or the peeled skin of a
When the plates move, they either collids
apart, allowing very hot molten material
the earth’s surface called magma to escaj
the earth’s seismic activity occurs at the t
these plates.

Underwater volcanoes form whe
plates slowly move away from each othe



earth’s crust broke apart violently, resulting in tectonic
plates that moved extremely rapidly. Great amounts
of super-heated water and magma exploded out of
the earth. Oceans got forced onto land by multiple
tsunamis, and geologists theorize that slabs of rock
shifted northward, carrying with them the remains of
marine life.

But what about the Ice Age? Creation
scientists believe the Flood may have actually caused
the Ice Age, which they estimate happened within a
few hundred years. Volcanic ash and aerosols blocked
the sunlight, making land temperatures colder.

Hot lava would have caused warmer oceans, and
evaporation from the warm water into the cooler air
would fall as frigid precipitation. Cool continents and
warm oceans created the perfect conditions for an Ice

them in places they would not seem to b
explains why marine fossils have been fc
mountains, in deserts, and in the Great L
contemporary evidence of the global Flo
day and the power of the Creator. “For s
creation of the world God’s invisible qua
eternal power and divine nature—have t
seen, being understood from what has be
(Romans 1:20, NIV).

The Great Lakes are believed to t
formed by glaciers that gouged out the b
filled them with water from the melting i
colonies that had been forced northward
powerful floodwaters and shifting land t
deposited in sheets of ice, and the fossili:
now known as Petoskey stones were def



Other creationist theories point to the notion
that the entire pre-Flood earth had a temperate climate
under the protective shield of the firmament created
on day two of the Creation week. This would allow
for more tropical-type sea life to exist closer to polar
latitudes. Regardless, the evidence is clear that these
coral organisms existed for a long time before being
discovered.

In 1999 a man walking in the water at Sleeping
Bear Dunes National Seashore discovered a Petoskey
stone that measured forty inches by twenty inches and
is estimated to weigh as much as a ton. Imagine what
power and force it would take to move that enormous
fossil thousands of miles and plunk it where someone
would eventually find it. Such remnant objects
hidden in plain sight reveal evidence of a biblical

a pretty souvenir from a vacation stroll a
beach. But to those who know the larger
in Scripture, the Petoskey stone reminds
One who reveals Himself in all He has m
145:10-12 heralds, “All you have made w
you, O Lord; . . . and speak of your migh
men may know of your mighty acts and
splendor of your kingdom” (NIV)—inclt
Petoskey, aptly revealing the Creator’s Si
Promise, Rising Sun, and Rays of Dawn the
glorious future.

Jean Van Houten writes from Hudsonuville, |
where she examines the evidence of Creation
sharing for God’s honor and glory.









new day untolded mn pertect timing and harmony of tne season.

The first month was the most physically demanding because my body was
conditioning to backpacking every day at the high elevations in the south. An eigh
was a victory. Every muscle ached, and my feet throbbed constantly in those early
but I embraced the new and exciting adventure. Although exhausted each evening
considered quitting. Each morning I woke nestled in my sleeping bag and felt very
previous day’s exertion. Getting up from the hard wooden floor of a three-sided st
breakfast of grain cereal and rehydrated milk; then I dressed in the same clothes I F
day before and every day before that. After stuffing my sleeping bag, I repacked
that presented a love/hate relationship; it became both a heavy burden and a comf
friend. When restocking at a food drop, my belongings weighed around seventy p
was two-thirds my own weight.

Nevertheless, each day I set out once again on the AT—my first step follow
last step of the day before heading north, always north. With a constant mix of em
of excitement, exhaustion, independence, and bondage, one morning I halted my fi
march and simply contemplated the scene around me. The progression and perfec



clingman s ome, the highest point on the Appalachian Irail at b,o45 reet.

When the first hundred miles of the trail were behind me, I began to notice them. They
were the Christians, and they were everywhere. They were in the small Appalachian hamlets
such as Hot Springs where I replenished my supplies (scheduled roughly every three weeks).
They were in the national forest campgrounds where the trail sometimes meandered. They were
even among the other AT hikers, and they all wanted to tell me about Jesus.

At times I listened politely. Other times I led them through an intellectual debate.
Always I silently judged them as annoying and eccentric, noting mercilessly their imperfections.
Yet, with each conversation I found it difficult to ignore their consistent sense of joy, peace,
and love—something I did not have or understand. I sensed in them what God describes in
Ephesians 5:2 as the fragrant aroma of Christ. “And walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved
us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God” (NIV).

By May I had trekked my way into Virginia. Because the state makes up 25 percent of
the entire Appalachian Trail length, and because of the nearly constant downpour of rain, [ was
stricken with the Virginia blues. Hiking through the state seemed so endless. But walking with
T.C. helped to pass the time.



and thoroughly. He dispelled many ot my judgments ot Christians. Seemng God's «
through what He had created had prepared the soil of my heart and gave me ears t
sowed the seeds in that soil that sprouted and grew into clear understanding as tol
13:8, 9. “Still other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, s
times what was sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear’” (NIV).

This helped, as the most mentally challenging part of backpacking the AT v
tedium. It hit me hard in Pennsylvania when I was about two-thirds through, and
so full of rocks I had to look at my feet all day to keep from tripping. As with all th
emotions and terrain challenges, I pushed through them with self-determination. I
when the weather was hot and sultry, I reached the smaller central states of Maryla
Jersey, and New York yet could trek around thirty miles a day. This was a more po
section of the trail, and it sometimes meandered near homes or neighborhoods. St:
hydrated and making the water I carried last to the next water source presented a ¢
balancing act. Unexpected blessings came as area residents occasionally offered ev
and thirsty hikers a cold beverage or scrumptious goodies. In AT lingo, they were .
angels.



Not another one of them, 1 thought with dread. “No, L am not,” 1 answered, although 1
pondered to myself and mentioned that since I'd been hiking the AT I've been wondering if there
really is a God or at least some higher power. What I had seen while hiking the AT is too perfect
and too powerful to happen outside of a greater plan. Surprised by my own response, I stopped
suddenly. My host smiled warmly, “What you have seen is the handiwork of God Himself.”

Because I did not know Scripture, I did not realize he was quoting it when he said,
“Since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature,
have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made” (Romans 1:20, NASB). 1
was ready to acknowledge the existence of God or a higher power, but I was unsure about Jesus.
I had come to accept that all paths led to God.

The elderly man fixed his gray eyes on me. In them I saw genuine care and concern, and
I wondered at it. After a moment he spoke again. His words were direct but kind in relaying
the simple truth of John 14:6, “There is only one path to God. Jesus is the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father except through Him. You cannot believe in God without
believing in Jesus Christ.” Then he revealed something that gave me pause. “You must make
a decision about who Jesus is. You cannot sit on the fence. If you are not for Him, then you are



placeda an unsettimng prospect In my mind. 1had seen some of the power benind His design, and
I did not want to be in opposition to it. I had the sense I was standing on a spiritual precipice.

A silent yet intense battle was being fought in my heart. In a handful of seconds, conflicting
thoughts raced through my mind: I don't want to give up control of my life. . .. Yet, I've been in
control and the results have not been star-studded.

As if he could read my thoughts, my new friend assured me, “You don’t need to clean
yourself up. God takes us as we are. “All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 3:23, NASB). The battle within began to subside as I told myself, You know in your heart
it is true. You have seen it in what He has made. You have viewed His majesty in the mountain peaks.
You have observed His power in lightning flashes over the ridges. You have been comforted by His warmth
and compassion in the sun after a chilling night. You have experienced His love through His followers.

My new friend asked, “Will you acknowledge Jesus as God and commit to make Him
Lord of your life? Will you believe in your heart and confess with your mouth that Jesus is
God?” (See Romans 10:9, 10.)

I don’t know from where the courage came. I opened my mouth and heard myself say,
“Yes.” It was as if I felt myself step off the cliff. Then Jesus caught me.

rrr



young lady's empty days swelled Into a mature woman s rull lite. rFour daecades ago, 1 began a
six-month walk through the mountains and ended up with a lifetime walk with Him. Whata

journey!

Renee Joy Janzen writes from the road where she remains an avid traveler, outdoor enthusiast, and follower
of Christ. She posts about her adventures and experiencing God in His creation. Join the journey through
her blog atlwww.janzenjoyride.com|and follow her on Instagram at janzenjoyride.
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DAY O

= BY SARAH FAY BUCKLAND, PHD
AND CHAD J. BROWNE

The Creation of
Fish and Birds

fly above the earth across the
the firmament of the heaven
created great sea creatures a1
living thing that moves, witt
waters abounded, according
and every winged bird accor
kind. And God saw that it w
God blessed them, saying, ‘E
multiply, and fill the waters:
and let birds multiply on the
evening and the morning we
day” (Genesis 1:20-23).
Among the features
creatures created on day five
streamlined agility of birds ¢
creatures has been a source ¢



are linked to the study of the amazingly
designed flying and swimming creatures.
What lessons can we learn to further
scientific discovery and to enhance our
spiritual walk by exploring the wonders
of day five of the Creation story?

The Genesis account records the
creation of bird and sea creatures on day
five following the creation of light (day
one), the firmament (day two), dry land
and plants (day three), and the sun, moon,
and stars (day four). On the surface
this order may not appear noteworthy,
but our all-intelligent Creator displayed
tremendous forethought in setting forth
precise symbiotic processes within

play several important ecosystem roles by
ensuring the sustainability of lands just

as fish do for the sea. The creation of dry
land on day three of the Creation week
enabled a ready habitat for birds to nest
and serve as pollinators. Additionally,
bird guano remains among the most
efficient and sought after soil fertilizer.
Such avian distributions during migration
are also heavily influenced by the seasonal
shifts in temperature and changes in
magnetic fields, which are moderated by
the presence of the sun, moon, and stars
created on day four. Consequently, this
bird-induced nitrogen enables more grass
to grow on the typically infertile Arctic



preventing flooding, and maintaining
marine plant habitats. One common
example of amazing symbiosis in the
ocean is the relationship between the
usually poisonous sea anemones and
the clownfish. The anemones provide a
safe habitat for the diminutive fish while
the fish benefit the anemones with the
high nutritive value from their waste.
Without the contributions of birds and
sea-dwellers, the land and sea would have
a far less nutrient balance, and without the
land and sea habitats established on day
three, birds and fish would die.

In addition to the divine foresight
of having a ready habitat for these

(the sky above and the sea be
same day? It so happens tha
scientific insights show impr
characteristics apart from the
prey dynamics that would h:
come after the fall. For one,
birds display similar propert
streamlined bodies, protectiv
to augment their shape, and
directional sense that enable
gracefully migrate with the e
over long distances.

While many human i
that have directly copied the
of birds and fish, one examp]
flying or swimming includes



Applications from this divine avian
technology include protection for
electronics, flooring, helmets, and even
debris impacting the space shuttle.
Similarly, installing fringed wings on
aircraft help absorb noise, and materials
for bullet trains are being conceptualized
by examining water birds and owl wings
that contain tattered feathers at the back
of their wings and serrated feathers at
the front that reduces noise when they
fly. The beak design of shore birds has
also inspired an invention to harvest
fog. Hydro-engineers are exploring how
technology may mimic the beak design
to capture fog that can be condensed into

to fly for a more extensive period by
reducing fatigue. The V-shape produces
an air lift or surfing effect that can help
birds further back in the formation to use
less energy. This tactic has been applied
in airplane flight strategies, especially in
wartime, that aid in fuel conservation.
Evaluating species such as hummingbirds
has also improved the rotor power of
helicopters by as much as 30 percent.
Innate migratory patterns of birds
and marine dwellers provide some of
the most outstanding examples of divine
intervention. These seasonal journeys
interrelate with other global dynamic
variables including temperature changes,
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“And God blessed them, saying, ‘Be
fruitful and multiply, and fill the waters
in the seas, and let birds multiply on the
earth”” (Genesis 1:22).

A significant element that
characterizes bird and fish migration
focuses on their mind-boggling directional
ability to detect magnetic north. Despite
uncertainties as to a physical cause, some
researchers hypothesize that magnetic cells
with magnetite or a similar substance
might exist in bird and fish tissues that aid
them in such precise alignments during
travel. The precision of their sense of
direction is so infallible that even atheistic
researchers have to scramble to attempt

sea that pass through the paths of the seas.
O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your
name in all the earth!” (Psalm 8:8).

One amazing example of
wondrous bird migration singles out the
bay-breasted warbler. This bird is very
lightweight (about four pennies), but
despite its size, the creature flies nearly
four thousand miles between Canada and
the Northern region of South America.
The bar-tailed godwit, however, set a new
world record by completing a non-stop
eleven-day migration spanning 8,425 miles
from Alaska to Tasmania, Australia.

Another noteworthy case study of
sea migration involves the loggerhead sea



studies have shed some light that the
timing of their migration is so precise
that they are able to coincide their travels
with intermittent flows of warm water
along their journey. This ability enables
the turtles to navigate regions that would
otherwise be too cold for them within
the Eastern Pacific Barrier with the
longest recorded migration of a sea turtle
traveling 12,000 miles round-trip across
the Pacific Ocean from Papua, Indonesia
to the northwest coast of the United
States. Just how sea turtles instinctively
know when to time their migration

to catch the wave of warm water is
unfathomable, but the Creator knows

so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts.””
As their journeys reveal, bird and fish rely
on the magnificence and wisdom of our
all-wise Creator.

Other significant migrations
among marine species include those
traveled by salmon, tuna, and rainbow
trout that span thousands of miles related
to shifts in ocean temperatures. Certain
species of rainbow trout, steelhead for
example, can return to their original
breeding ground after traveling hundreds
of miles away from home and spending
three years at sea.

The Genesis account clearly



(Psalm 104:26, KJV). Great sea creatures
still exist today, and the North Pacific grey
whale holds the record for the longest
marine creature migration at 12,400 miles
round trip!

Furthermore, often the next
generation of bird and fish offspring are
able to return home even though they
have never been in that location before!
God gave birds and fish their distinctive
innate desire to long for their ancestral
beginnings. Likewise, we have not been
to heaven, but we know that is where we
want to go. Just as our Creator bestowed
instinctive knowledge of finding the way
home for these creatures, He provides the

marine creatures over long ¢
He provides direction and st
humanity to make the journ
millenia to complete His pu1
plan of salvation. We must ¢
promise in Jeremiah 29:11, “]
thoughts that I think toward
Lord, thoughts of peace and
give you a future and a hope
strive to follow the wisdom
design and seek Him with al
navigate life’s challenges an:
wonders illustrated in His c1
12:7 admonishes us, ““‘But nc
beasts, and they will teach y.
birds of the air, and they wil



The creatures formed on day five remain
industrious in their preparations for the
season of travel, and our life quest should
also be to have a ready mindset when our
own migratory season arises to return
home to be with Jesus.

The lives of our marine and flying
friends should inspire us to rely more
on our Creator to help us navigate the
way. As the scriptures teach, ““Look at
the birds of the air, for they neither sow
nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you
not of more value than they?” (Matthew
6:26). The psalmist beautifully invites us
to join in the song of Creation to let our

and all judges of the earth; both young
men and maidens; old men and children.
Let them praise the name of the Lord, for
His name alone is exalted; His glory is

above the earth and heaven” (Psalm 148:7,
10, 11-13).

Sarah Fay Buckland, PhD, writes from

the island of Jamaica, where she is an
environmental researcher with a degree in
geography and uses her research career as a
ministry tool. Chad ]. Browne writes from
Barbados where he is a Bible teacher and holds
a certificate in Introduction of Apologetics from
Answers in Genesis, as well as theology and
information technology degrees.



——— — - e i

wondrous ways hidden in plain view that ex
clever and caring genius. (See Matthew 6:26,
12:24, and Psalm 147:9.)
One bird family, Meropidae, aptly lab
bee-eaters, are famous for successfully neutrali
the venom of bees before eating them. These
seize the bees in flight, then repeatedly bash t
stinger against a hard object forcing the venor
the stinger. Then the bee-eater gulps down it:
with no harm to the bird’s insides.
Australian magpies display a similar -
The bird has been observed breaking off the s
of bees and wasps before swallowing the dan
bugs.
Also consider how roadrunners succe
attack rattlesnakes by biting them precisely n
snakes’ venom-loaded fangs. When a roadrunner’s
bill clamps down on the top half of an open-mouthed
rattler’s head, the reptile soon has its head fatally
crushed followed by the roadrunner eating the snake.
Does any of that sound so simple that a bird
could accidentally invent the specific traits and habits
needed to eat this way? No, eating like a bird is
not simple. The entire process is nothing short of a
marvelous display of Christ’s caring bioengineering
design as told in Job 9:10.
Condensed from an article by James J. S. Johnson,

J.D., ThD, December 2022, at WWW.ITT.0Tg)]

Whale Falls and Fossil Records
In 1987 oceanographers made the first
discovery of a whale carcass on the ocean floor. The

that would bury the carnage and the invi
Volcanoes added layers of silica ash that
fossilize the organic material.

Many geologists look at the fossi
and theorize that the abundance of inver
proves the earth must be extremely old.
each thin layer represents a new generati
geologists are not considering the abund
source and invertebrate population explc
would have occurred during the global F
Modern whale falls offer a picture of the
sea life that would have flourished durin
Flood, the remains of which are still seen
trapped in the limestone cliffs.
Condensed from an article by Carla Est
2023, at www.TheCreationClub.com|
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Commercially reared bees deliver trace amou
pest control powders on their legs as they pol
certain crops.

* Water management technology: So
farmers are still using irrigation methods sim
the way it was done 4,000 years ago in Mesof
This can waste over two-thirds of the water a
carry excess fertilizers into streams and lakes.
watering management innovation like N-Drij
technologies can offer farmers microdrip irrig
allowing water to slowly get to the plants” roc
can reduce water use by up to fifty percent.

e Indoor vertical farming: Indoor sta
farming methods have some advantages by ¢
temperature, light, and water. Two methods:
hydroponics (growing plants in water and nu
solutions) and aeroponics (suspending the roots of
the crops in the air as emitters spray them with water
and nutrients). These methods of farming also use 70
percent less water and reduce labor costs.

Tips for Simple Living

Many people think they cannot garden
because they have limited space available. But now
that gardening in urban areas is becoming popular,
there are many handy items available to assist with
small-space gardening.

Here are a few tips:

¢ Cinder blocks: Using cinder blocks around
a raised-bed garden or to stack and plant inside them
offer a quick and low-cost way to get a nice garden
started in a small yard or place.

sermon to prepare His disciples for a futi
Him. Jesus tells about a wealthy man wl
far journey, but before he leaves, he asks
workers to manage some of his funds. “.
he gave five talents (five talents equals 1¢
wages), to another two, and to another o
according to his own ability; and immed
on ajourney” (Matthew 25:15).

The one who had received fifteer
traded and doubled it. Likewise, he whc
two doubled it. But the worker who rece
talent hid his lord’s money. We are giver
our ability, and Jesus wants us to be proc
He returns. The unproductive worker re
who take the name of Christ but do not e
abilities or use the power He supplies.



40



https://online.afcoe.org/

Vol. 26, No. 1

41



https://www.discovercreation.org/
http://www.bibletimelines.org/
https://biblicaldiscipleship.org/
https://www.amazon.com/You-Were-Lived-Italy-Introduction/dp/1947118420/ref=sr_1_1?crid=QQNDPQTIBSP1&keywords=if+you+were+me+and+lived+in+italy+book&qid=1680755045&sprefix=if+you+were+me+and+lived+in+italy+book%2Caps%2C163&sr=8-1

of Your hands” (’salm Y.Z2:4).

1joy for those of us who love

and long to revel in God’s

m. To walk paths through

ng forest along spring-

eams that fill azure ponds

les pure delight. Just finding

laces offers a great adventure

‘aws the created closer to

eator. I am so fortunate to

e such places all around our

, but such excursions become

ilarly special when I find a

» getaway close to home.
One of my favorite places

sloughs, swamps, anc
of the Flint River. The
habitat of the sanctua
a myriad of birdlife re
waterbirds to passeri1
any day one can find
herons preening or st
in the shallow ponds
tailed hawk soaring a
meadows looking for

April through
September through O
provide the best time:
migrant species begin
and pass through the



seems to hold a surprise tor the
diligent observer. After each visit  toesca

to the sanctuary, I often think of and co
Revelation 4:11, which tells us, Such a
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to garden
receive glory and honour and backya
power: for thou hast created all that pi
things, and for thy pleasure they can trit
are and were created” (KJV). hands.

God created all things for
His pleasure. If these things please ~ Bobby I

God, just think how His creation Alabam
can please each of us and help an asso
to draw us closer to Him. The retired.

psalmist understood this when he [ bobbyh
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== his morning I had the
privilege of walking
along the seashore
with my newly-turned
19-year-old son. Our

spent the previous day

tting with him at one of our

e favorite places in Pensacola

Florida. We swam in the

lounged around the lazy

te dinner, and then went

ishing!

We made plenty of
rful memories over our

short two-day stay. F
favorite will always b
opportunity of walkir
beach—just me and n
morning felt warm ar
the sky glowed blue,
glistened so clear and
could view a plethore
We admired the diffes
fish, jellyfish, and stin
As we strollec
the seagulls crying ov
wave of memories w
me. I could envision






walk with friends or family
along the shore, and they would
encourage him to discard the
broken shells for the pretty
whole ones. Something about
that bothered me back then that
I couldn’t quite decipher. Maybe
it was the fact that they were
discouraging his curiosity or
diminishing the delight he found
in each discovery no matter how
imperfect. Now, here in this
moment many years later, I think I
finally understood.

There is beauty in the
broken. Oftentimes only innocent

broken and living in a sinful world.
In essence we are like the broken
seashell pieces—each unique and
special in our own right. Through
His victory at the cross Jesus made
us whole again. While we are here
on earth, it is a privilege to be able
to look at the specialness of our
own broken pieces. We stand in
awe of how God uses what Satan
meant for evil and turns it into
something truly remarkable.

“To all who mourn in Israel,
he will give a crown of beauty for
ashes, a joyous blessing instead of
mourning, festive praise instead

spirit” (NIV).
Interestingly,
researched what hapy
broken shell pieces, 1
that they eventually t
of the sandy beach. I
white beaches have s:
almost entirely of tiny
crushed shell that has
down by the poundin
the sea. Ilike to think
God uses all our brok
While He give
great gift of witnessin
uses our own brokem
here on earth in so m:












But the preparation ot the soil 1s just the beginning. As my children and 1 v
sweet peppers, the Creator taught us a powerful lesson on the importance of strong
was the ideal weather for gardening—sunny with a gentle breeze. Once the peppe
were in the ground, we watered them and covered the ground with straw to preve
from growing. Then we prayed and asked ““the gardener’” (John 15:1, NIV) to tak:
garden. We were sure that later we would gather a wonderful crop.

Yet, the Bible warns us, “If you think you are standing firm, be careful that
fall!” (1 Corinthians 10:12, NIV). The nice morning of planting turned into a hot af
the gentle breeze became a scorching wind. Coming to the garden the next day, we
believe our eyes. The peppers were twisted and broken; their leaves had withered
and some plants had disappeared.

My children, upset with this apparent disaster, asked me, “Do we need nev
replace the damaged ones?”

“Let’s wait,” I said. “Yes, the stems are damaged, but roots are still there. I
strong and healthy, new sprouts will grow.” I reminded them of the words of Job, *
is hope for a tree . . .. Though its root may grow old in the earth, and its stump ma



Paul describes spiritual roots that every Christian must have. “As you have theretore received
Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as
you have been taught” (Colossians 2:6, 7). To grow our spiritual roots, we need to read the Bible
daily and look there for answers to our problems. For example, whenever my children ask me
questions, I answer, “Let’s see what the Bible tells us about it.” Sure enough, there is typically
the perfect answer from the Lord!

Although roots may be different, they have to take water and minerals from good soil to
support plant growth and eventually produce fruit. And as we Christians grow our strong roots
in Jesus Christ and His love, we, too, will grow and bear the fruit of the Spirit that nourishes
those searching souls who can be saved for His kingdom. The apostle Paul wrote that only
children of God who have been “rooted and grounded in love” will be able to understand “how
wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ” (Ephesians 3:17, 18, NIV).

The only kind of roots that Christians must eliminate is a “bitter root” that “grows up
to cause trouble and defile many” (Hebrews 12:15, NIV). The Lord instructs us to make “every
effort to live in peace with all men and to be holy” (Hebrews 12:14, NIV). One way to eradicate
the roots of bitterness is to forgive others. It is not hard when we remember God’s forgiveness
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and each other,” Daisy explained.

“You mean, like my mom says I'm responsible
for cleaning my room?” Gavin asked.

“Something like that,” Daisy replied. “Maybe
these verses will help you. They're from the books of
Genesis and First Peter in the Bible. I've written them
on my party list,” she explained as she handed him
her list.

Gavin read aloud. “Genesis 1:1, ‘In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.
Genesis 1:31, ‘God saw everything that He had
made, and it was very good.”” He still looked

r

B Y K A T H

puzzled. “I don’t see how giving a party
stewardship.”

“Read 1 Peter 4:10,” she instructe
the verse we talked about at church last
teacher said each one of us has a talent w
serve God and make the world better.”

Gavin read, “As each one has rec
use it to serve one another, as good stew:
varied grace” (ESV).

“Hmmm,” Gavin thought for a n
created an awesome world. What kind ¢
serve God and make the world better?”

B U N S E



“A pollinator party,” Daisy shouted a
raised her hands in the air. “I help my mom i
vegetable and flower gardens. There are alw:
bees, butterflies, and even a few hummingbir
around while we pull weeds and pick vegeta
Sometimes they look very busy. Sometimes t
like they're playing. I want to help them hav
feel safe.”

Gavin chuckled and shook his head.
been to birthday parties and pool parties, but
never been to a pollinator party. Can I helpy
it? I'd like to be a good steward and learn mc
pollinators.”

“Yes, I could use your help!” she agre



columbine, were in front. Carefully Gavin watered
each row, making sure not to pour too much water on
the seeds.

“What do we do next?” he asked as he flopped
down in the grass to rest.

Daisy plopped down beside him. “We're done
for today. Now we wait, water, and pray. In a couple
of months, flowers will bloom, and the party will
begin.”

Each day after school, Daisy and Gavin ran
from the bus to check their garden. After two weeks
tiny leaves sprouted. After four weeks stems started
reaching up. After six weeks buds appeared on tall
stalks. By the eighth week, flowers started to bloom.

She smiled. “I changed my mind
we are the hosts.”

“Let’s invite our friends over ton
Gavin suggested. “God can use more go

Daisy and Gavin are good stewas
creation. Their garden provides food an«
pollinators, as well as for other insects ar

Here’s how you can help pollinal

* Plant the flowers listed in the s
grow well in most of the United States.

¢ Plant milkweed for Monarch b
They are on the endangered species list.
Monarchs drink the milkweed nectar anc
on the leaves. Monarch caterpillars hatcl



YEHNUW HHUWET UL LT WY yenow nowel Uil uic lwop

3. Roots A tuber tap root,grows deep  Short tap root
4, Bracts Has a skirt on the bracts Has no skirt
5. Conclusion Taraxacum officinale Sonchus arvensis

Truth versus Error

In a similar way we can learn to identify God's
true lifestyle from a false one by using the ab-
solute standard of scripture.Try comparing the
following six areas of life with scripture.
Recreation and Pleasures:We should be able to
stop and pray asking God to bless all we do.
Test all leisure time by the testin

Philippians 4:8-11.

Diet: Ever since Adam ate forbidden fru
taste buds have been confused.Taste buc
not a safe guide as to what is good foo«
what is junk food. 1 Corinthians 3:16; 1 Cor
ans 6:19,20; Proverbs 23:29-35; Ephesians

Dress: When how you look is more impc
than comfort or health, you can be surn
have fallen for a false dress standard. 1

3:1-5; Proverbs 7:10; 3 John 2; “Ther
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4. What percent of the creature dies and transforms? p.9
5. What moth became part of a false evolutionary theory? p. 10
6. What does research tell us about the moth’s attraction to light and artificial lights? p. 13

II. Creation Up Close—‘“Mysterious Petoskey Stones’’ story, pages 14-19

1. What is the meaning of the name Pefoskey, and why are the stones named this? p. 14

2. Why is spring the best time of year to find the Petoskey stones? p. 15

3. Describe what the Petoskey stones are made of. p. 16

4. How did the global catastrophic Flood of Noah’s era and the Ice Age contribute to finding tl
stones today? pp. 17,18

5. What was the size and weight of one of the largest Petoskey stones?

ITII. Re-Creation Outdoors—*‘Salvation on the Appalachian Trail” story,

1. How many miles is the Appalachian Trail? How much did the author’s backpack weigh wl
restocked? pp. 20-22

2. List the trees and wildflowers that shared their beauty along the trail. How did the changes
spring affect the author? pp. 22, 23

3. What was the highest point of the Appalachian Trail that the author climbed? What state m
percent of the Appalachian Trail? p.23

4. How did God work through the man named T.C. to touch the author’s heart? How did this
the tedium? p. 24

5. What is a frail angel, and how did one point the author to the handiwork of God? What scri
he quote to the author, and what was the result? pp. 24-27

IV. The Creation Week —“Creation Day 5—Birds and Sea Creatures’ stc

1. List some important roles birds play in affecting ecosystems. p. 29

2. List some important impacts fish have on ecosystems. p. 30

3. What are some common characteristics shared between birds and sea creatures? p. 30

4. Describe some of the amazing migrations that birds and sea creatures take. What might hel
this? pp. 34, 35

5. How does our longing for our heavenly home relate to bird and sea creature migrations? W
can we claim? pp. 36, 37
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