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We are humbled to follow in the fi
insights to learn from His example on hoy
people of His day. These precious souls v
there were no books, computers, or smart
daily activities of life and the things in the
remember.

Jesus used storytelling, parables, object lessons, and teachable moments to illustrate gre
that could transform the listeners’ lives. 2 Timothy 3:16 heralds, “All Scripture is breathed out
and profitable for teaching” (ESV). In the biblical stories He chose things from His creation the
memorable and easy to share with others. His example should inspire the rest of us to follow I
method of teaching through the things He made.

This is why we seek to illustrate eternal truths and character-building lessons throughot
pages of Creation lllustrated. “Whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in
walked” (1 John 2:6, ESV). Here at Creation Illustrated we try to follow His example and make i
readers to share these important life-changing truths that also benefit each of us. “You, therefo
teach another, do you not teach yourself?” (Romans 2:21, NASB).

Jesus’ use of object lessons is proven to be effective by current research which reveals tl
percent of the population are visual learners. Furthermore, the 3M Corporation found in their
that using visual aids in classrooms improved learning up to four hundred percent! Therefore,
should teach like the Master Teacher.

Our name, logo, cover highlights, and contents page demonstrate the significance of th
the three main sections found in every edition. Creation Illustrated in Nature, in Scripture, and in
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may seem common inspire one to proclaim, “*Great
and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty!"”
(Revelations 15:3).

The first mention of sand in Scripture (chol
in Hebrew) can be found in God’s great promise to
Abraham, “'T will surely bless you and make your
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and
as the sand on the seashore’” (Genesis 22:17, NIV). If
we consider that a cup contains up to fifteen million
grains of sand, we can better comprehend how sand
relates to the multitude of God's people.

Isaiah 10:22 uses the imagery—“For though
your people, O Israel, be as the sand of the sea,” and
other examples include: “the sand of the sea” (Genesis

Sand on coastlines not only creat
for water that the Lord “‘shut in the sea 1
(Job 38:8) but also provides a habitat for
animals and plants. Walking along beacl

i

learn more about God’s creations and de
the sand. Sand crabs (or sand fleas) dwe
or dry sand feeding on microorganisms ¢
These critters, being smaller than a persc
are harmless to people but provide rich s
to sea birds. Other creatures hiding in w
isopods (small nocturnal crustaceans knc
polies), clams (like coquina), and sea dol
flat sea urchins). Care must be taken not
inhabitants of the sand. Various sea bird



mammals—platypuses and echidnas—also lay their
eggs in the protective and incubating grains that form
an important nesting ground.

Surprisingly, various plants tolerate sandy
soil and salty water quite well including: seagrapes
(with large dark-green leaves and fruits resembling
grape clusters), buttonwood (with pointy green leaves
and rusty-brownish cone-shaped fruit), and beach
sunflowers (with low-lying verdure and bright yellow
blooms). Prevalent palms include: the dwarf palmetto
(up to three feet tall) to the magnificent Sylvester palm
(up to fifty feet tall). Their cascading and elegant
fronds remind onlookers of God’s promise that “the
righteous shall flourish like a palm tree” (Psalm 92:12),

dunes get formed. They vary in height f
foot-high coppice dunes in Death Valley
Park, California, to the gigantic Duna Fe«
in Argentina that towers 9,335 feet tall. I
the biggest dunes are found in the Great
National Park and Preserve in Colorado,
Dune as the tallest at 750 feet.

Serving as natural barriers from ¢
sand dunes provide paramount protectic
ecosystems. Grasses growing on dunes (
sea oats with their long, flat green blades
nesting places for animals, as well as foo
Kangaroo rats (nocturnal rodents native
America) also dwell in the dunes. They ]



planet’s land surface. The world’s largest desert,

the Sahara in Africa, spreads over three and a half
million square miles, covering one-third of the

African continent. The largest desert in America, the
Chihuahuan Desert, spans 193,783 square miles, which
covers a southwestern portion of the country in Texas,
New Mexico, and Arizona. Its sandy soil supports
such plants as the creosote bush, yucca, and fire-barrel
cactus.

While sand is widely used in several
applications of concrete construction such as
foundations, walls, columns, patios, driveways,
and paving projects today, one powerful biblical
illustration demonstrated its shifty instability in the
construction of a spiritual house. Jesus used sand in

cannot serve as a strong foundation. Pre
structure will not withstand natural cala
rain descended, the floods came, and the
and beat on that house; and it fell. And g
fall’”” (Matthew 7:27). Conversely, peopl
both listeners and doers of the Word can
to ““a wise man who built his house on tl
(Matthew 7:24). This man’s hard labor w
“the rain descended, the floods ca
winds blew and beat on that house; and
for it was founded on the rock’” (Matthe
For Christians, the Lord Jesus is t
“spiritual Rock” (1 Corinthians 10:4). W]
faith is “built on the foundation of the ap

when

prophets, with Christ Jesus Himself as th



the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock
eternal” (Isaiah 26:4, NIV). While so many things
are shifting in the world like sand amid the winds of
strife, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and
forever” (Hebrews 13:8).

But is there hope for those who wander astray
from the true Rock or for the foolish ones who build
their hopes on sand or for those who are trapped in
spiritual deserts? Absolutely! Our God can bring
revival so “the burning sand will become a pool, the
thirsty ground bubbling springs” (Isaiah 35:7, NIV).
When people diligently seek God, they will find Him.
For He promised, “You will seek Me and find Me,
when you search for Me with all your heart” (Jeremiah
29:13). After they confess their sins and proclaim
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So, come and walk on the white ¢
beaches of Florida and rejoice while cont
the numerous blessings the Creator bestc
children that outnumber the countless gt
precious also are Your thoughts to me, O
great is the sum of them! If I should cow
would be more in number than the sand’
139:17, 18).

Tatiana Claudy writes from Indiana and con
explore the wonders of God'’s handiwork in o1
inspiring insights as a regular contributor to
[ustrated.
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them all; the earth is full of your
creatures” (Psalm.104:24, NIV).
Unfortunately, these
elegant adornments nearly cost the
snowy and great egret their final
demise. For almost forty years
beginning around 1870, the fashion
craze of decorating women'’s hats

with aigrette feathers was in vogue.

But egrets grow aigrette pinions
only during the breeding season.
Thus, during the nesting season
adult birds were killed, leaving the
nestlings to die of starvation. This
practice devastated many wader
species to near extinction.
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broken landscape that is hard to describe. Sweeping views of the jagged badlands
Little Missouri River winding its way through a fascinating, mysterious land. Scat
of aged cottonwood trees slumped over the river with its muddy water the color of
coffee with rich cream. Broken limbs stripped bare by wind and lightning storms s
unforgiving place. As if on cue, a few wild horses ran through the scene with their
tails freely flowing in the wind.

Upon arrival at Theodore Roosevelt National Park, we were greeted by a la
bison casually munching grass at the edge of the visitor center parking lot. Males ¢
2,000 pounds and stand six feet at the shoulder, and although their huge barrel sha
them appear clumsy, these creatures can outrun a horse at thirty-five to forty miles
good swimmers they can change directions very quickly. Females and their young
herds while the males usually live alone or in groups of two or three. At times a he
the roadways, and buffalo have the right-of-way to pretty much going wherever th
lesson was driven home one summer night when my husband discovered his camy
located on the main thoroughfare between the river and a patch of grass. Alarge b
way between the tent and campfire, not needing directions or permission.



“The Bad Lands grade all the way from those that are almost rolling in character to those that
are so fantastically broken in form and so bizarre in color as to seem hardly properly to belong
to this earth.” The hills and valleys of the badlands present a fascinating desert landscape of
ever-changing colors. The yellows and browns of a hot, summer day turn to shades of teal, pink,
orange, and red as the late afternoon sun brings a burnished glow to the sandy landscape. Other
geologic strata and colors include the black coal layer that can be ignited by lightning strikes and
prairie fires and burn for many years. The pink-to-red colored stripes consist of hard, natural
brick formed from burning coal, and the hue comes from oxidation of iron released from the coal
as it burns. The brown and tan layers are sandstone, siltstone, and mudstone. The blue-gray
layers that appear teal in certain light are composed of bentonite—a type of ash that is believed
to have filtered down from distant volcanoes.

Coulees filled with stunted ash trees and ground-hugging junipers break up the
brownness of the desert, and when the long, bitterly cold North Dakota winter ends, spring
and summer generate impressive wildflower displays with the flair of wild roses, yuccas, and
sunflowers growing along the trails next to prickly pear cacti. In this land of clay baked hard by
hot summer sun, God makes the desert bloom. Even here nature sings praise to the Creator as



his wife and his mother on the same day. Jesus offers hope for such trials in His se
mount. ““Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blesse
who mourn, for they shall be comforted”” (Matthew 5:3, 4). In this place where the
provided excellent hunting, the solitude also brought healing, and his love for cons
the wild places was birthed. A land that seemed so inhospitable and barren at first
became a haven for my husband and me. Unspoiled by commercialism or crowds
found peace and sensed God’s nearness in its stillness as Psalm 46:10 assures, “Be ¢
that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth!”

Visitors to this national park will discover that it comprises three units. Th
to access portions of the North Unit is through the interior of the park by horsebacl
Deep in the interior of the park rest the remains of Roosevelt's Elkhorn Ranch, acce
short walk. Only the cornerstones of the cabin are left, but the wilderness appears
did centuries ago.

The South Unit is the largest and the most visited. Beginning in the old we
of Medora, rich with history of cowboys and cattle drives, a thirty-six-mile scenic
across the rolling landscape with fantastic scenery in every direction. Vistas and tr:



calls contain an advanced vocabulary and can convey incredibly descriptive details to mark
their territory, sound danger alerts, and signal all is clear. Almost every predator in the prairie
ecosystem—coyotes, eagles, hawks, great-horned owls, foxes, bobcats, and rattlesnakes—relies
on the prairie dog as a food source. We saw this firsthand as a majestic golden eagle suddenly
flew over us and swooped down to catch his lunch.

But aside from predator versus prey, the panoramic view from the highest point of
Ridgeline Trail offers stunning sunsets and vast appreciation for this rugged national treasure.
But the smaller, less-visited North Unit became the most captivating with its raw allure and
solitude. The abundant deer, herds of bison, and occasional bighorn sheep kept us coming back
to refresh our spirits. Christ bids His followers, ““Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place
and rest a while’” (Mark 6:31), which we (along with Roosevelt) all need in this puzzling world.

Passing a herd of longhorn cattle grazing on the prairie grass provides a reminder of
bygone days of north/south cattle drives by horseback-riding cowboys. The Oxbow Overlook
high above the river grants a magnificent view of the surrounding badlands for miles in every
direction. Oddly-shaped geological formations and cannonball concretions spark our interest as
perfectly round rocks appear to have fallen out of the butte behind them with some still partially



beautiful pearls, who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold a
and bought it.”” These pearls of minerals get birthed from a hideous craggy mass ¢
as the badlands, yet remind us that something unique and rare can come from the 1

rrr

A favorite stopping point is the River Bend Overlook shelter, a sturdy stone
structure built by the Civilian Conservation Corps during the Great Depression. P«
above the Little Missouri River on a sandstone bluff, it is a solitary place to feast on
of the scenery and to commune with the One who created it.

The badlands” wealth of history and curious characteristics beckon even
languid onlooker to become fascinated and bask in the glory of the One who made
exalted, O God, above the heavens; let Your glory be above all the earth. ... For Yo
reaches unto the heavens, and Your truth unto the clouds” (Psalm 57:5, 10).

Jean Van Houten writes from Hudsonville, Michigan, where she enjoys traveling and explc
Creator’s handiwork and sharing her experiences to inspire others to do the same.
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with their surroundings. These masters of camouflage
have only a single photoreceptor in their eyes, which
limits them to just black and white vision. Despite
this apparent limitation, they can use three different
types of pigment cells just below their skin to appear
in a myriad of colors. This remarkable ability is not
yet fully understood, but scientists from the University
of California, Berkley, and Harvard University think
it may be related to the oddly-shaped pupils in the
octopuses’ eye that allows them to detect color in their
surroundings in a different way than other creatures.
Octopuses’ camouflaging abilities are not
just limited to color change, however. They can also
change their body shape and the texture of their skin.
Some species can even mimic the appearance and
behaviors of other ocean creatures. While this ability
is astounding, the situational awareness displayed in
their shape-shifting skills remains the most incredible.
For example, the mimic octopus can imitate a variety
of different animals. The most well-known of its
impersonations include the lionfish, banded sole (a
type of flatfish), and sea snake—all of which are toxic.
Scientists have noted that the mimic octopus
seems to select a different creature from its repertoire
of acts based on the current threat level. When it
mimics a sea snake, the octopus forces its body and
six of its eight arms into a hole, changes color to reflect
the banded color pattern of a sea snake, and waves its
two remaining exposed arms in an undulating motion.
However, the mimic octopus only mimics a sea snake
in the presence of a damselfish. While the damselfish
are predators of mimic octopuses, the fish is prey to
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DAY 2

= BY SARAH FAY BUCKLAND, PHD

The Creation of the
Firmament
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waters.” Thus God made the firmament,
and divided the waters which were under
the firmament from the waters which were
above the firmament; and it was so. And
God called the firmament Heaven. So the
evening and the morning were the second
day” (Genesis 1:6-8).

What do you think or feel when
you watch the sky? Reading the responses
on an online forum, the overwhelming
pattern pointed to the pleasant aesthetic
color blends as on a large canvas. From
childhood I was fascinated with watching
clouds of all shapes and sizes slowly
float overhead and imagined what we
as humans must look like down below.

traveled, being in a plane even had an
impact and made me feel closer to God
and His view of the world.

Going about our daily routine,
we often take for granted the importance
of the atmosphere around us, and the
purpose and order of this part of creation
is not explicitly stated in Genesis.
Creation of the firmament as the waters
above uses the Hebrew word rakia, which
can be translated as expanse, dome, or
vault. When examining the origin of the
word firmament as used in older English
translations of the Bible, the term also
has the meaning of fixed or settled as
derived from the Latin word firmamentum.



the outer layer of the earth, and (2) the
gravitational force that continues to keep
this dome of gases that surround the earth
fixed in place.

The idea of this dome-shaped
firmament is expressed in many other
places in Scripture including the
monologue in Proverbs 8:27, 28, “When
He prepared the heavens, I was there,
when He drew a circle on the face of
the deep, when He established the
clouds above. . ..” This circle or dome-
like firmament, while separated from
the waters below, is still held firmly in
place. While gravity was only officially
discovered in the 1660s, the description in

much air pressure on to the earth’s surface
to crush life and not too weak to allow for
any portion of our atmosphere or water to
escape into outer space. Furthermore, the
air pressure is just within the right range
to allow our human lungs to function
and to allow for the waters below to
readily evaporate to sustain the water
cycle. Proverbs 3:19 states, “By wisdom
the Lord laid the earth’s foundations, by
understanding he set the heavens in place’
(NIV).

God'’s creation of the earth’s mass
on day one not only enabled the optimum

¥

gravitational pull for our atmosphere’s
thickness to be just right, a different sized



composition, thickness, and layers are
stable. “For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood fast” (Psalm
33:9, NASB).

In addition to gravity being
inherent in the creation of the firmament,
another descriptive statement reveals a
separation between the waters above from
the waters below. Curiously enough,
analyses of the earth’s atmospheric
composition show that there are indeed
waters above that make up three to four
percent of the total freshwater on the
planet. While the atmospheric water
vapor may appear miniscule, modern
science has shown that the gaseous

needed for life to survive.” Despite outer
space exploration for such water-rich
atmospheres across galaxies, no other
observable planet’s firmament contains
water vapor in the form or proportion
necessary for life to exist.

Among the thousands of other
galaxies, it is clear that God created the
earth with our survival in mind. As
Jeremiah stated, “Are there any among the
idols of the nations who give rain? Or can
the heavens grant showers? Is it not You,
O Lord our God? Therefore we hope in
You, for You are the one who has done all
these things” (Jeremiah 14:22, NASB).

The existence of waters above
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water vapor (4 percent), and oxygen (21
percent). Despite God’s most treasured
creation (humans) needing oxygen,
scientists now know that more oxygen

in earth’s atmosphere (even as little as 10
percent more) would increase the risk of
the atmosphere igniting or increase the
number of fires on the earth’s surface.
Although hydrogen and helium are

the most dominant elements in the
universe, these form only traces in the
earth’s atmosphere. This fact was even
admitted in a 2016 article in the secular
Forbes magazine entitled: “Why Is Earth’s
Atmosphere So Different From Other
Planets?”

in respiration, nitrogen is ess
healthy plant growth, as wel
animals and humans to man
proteins.

Imagine livingon a f
where instead of rainfall you
rockfall—outer space meteor
the earth hundreds of times
Thankfully, we do not have t
such life-threatening hazard:
protective function God desi
earth’s atmosphere. Althoug
nature of the light created on
of the Creation week is left u
in Scripture, our present und
of the vast spectrum of energ



week were shifted even slightly, plants or
other life would be harmed by the energy
without a protective shield.

Scientists divide the earth’s
atmosphere into five layers—the
troposphere, stratosphere, mesosphere,
thermosphere (including the ionosphere),
and exosphere. Each of these provide a
layer of protection and usefulness. For
instance, in the lowest layer (troposphere),
most clouds are formed, which enable
the albedo effect in shielding everything
below from excessive radiation. The
strongest protective function exists in
the layer above the troposphere called
the stratosphere, which is rich in ozone

reaching the earth. The ionosphere
within the thermosphere traps cosmic
rays, further protecting the earth from
this harmful radiation. The result of

this protection becomes visible as the
northern and southern lights (Aurora
Borealis and Aurora Australis) are caused
by high-energy particles from the sun
reaching earth and interacting with the
polar magnetic fields. When the particle
electrons reach earth’s upper atmosphere,
they collide with nitrogen and oxygen
molecules that causes an excited state, and
when they calm down, light is released
that we see as an aurora. The final layer
(exosphere) is the interface between outer



forethought shown by God in engineering
the firmament as a protective canopy of
grace with just the right mix of gases,

He provided a thermostatic system to
regulate the temperature of the earth for

a habitable climate. Think what life on
earth would be like if various levels of
energy arrived here uninterrupted with
no way of spreading the heat around. The
earth’s atmosphere acts as a thermostat
control to trap enough heat to sustain life
but not too much heat. Water vapor, along
with other gases such as carbon dioxide,
serve as the two main gases responsible
for this balance by trapping heat energy
and reflecting the excess. This process is

CO2. Despite even our closest planetary
neighbor (Mars) having a reasonable
distance from the sun to allow life, its
atmosphere is too thin, which allows
temperatures to drop too low during

the night. The earth’s moon is also at a
workable distance from the sun for life,
but without an atmosphere to trap heat
in or to block excess heat or radiation, life
cannot be sustained.

When we reflect on what science
reveals about the firmament, we begin to
appreciate the depth of God’s care and
love for the world He created. Truly,
the wisdom of God is clearly seen when
we look at the sky above us. It is no



speech nor language where their voice
is not heard. Their line has gone out
through all the earth, and their words to
the end of the world” (Psalm 19:1-4).
With God placing such intricate
forethought and impeccable design
into creating earth’s firmament, how
much more care, providence, protection,
love, and concern would He bestow
throughout the Creation week to ensure
the absolute best for our lives and souls?
The next time you look up at the sky,
remember to trust His foresight for our
eternal well-being. Just as the clouds float
and stay suspended in the troposphere,
we can rest and stay caressed in the

environmental researcher, Spanish language
enthusiast, and inspirational author. She
holds a doctoral degree in geography from

the University of the West Indies and is a
published researcher in the field specializing
in drought risk management. She has an

avid interest in exploring how patterns of
regularity in God’s creation can be used to
help farmers prepare for and manage risks.
Sarah merges her research career as a ministry
tool, as she believes that scientific explorations
in the natural world are among the most
powerful testaments to the wisdom and love of
our Creator.
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was carved rapidly by a flood of water from a burst
glacial lake, . .. and I've talked to PhD evolutionary
geologists. Most trained geologists agree that it
happened extremely quickly.

If a comparatively small flood such as this one
could do so much damage and completely change the
landscape, imagine what the global Flood described in
Genesis could do!

Condensed from an article in Creation Club

Magazine, May 2022,|www.davidrivesministries.org|

Update on Creation movie

The production team for the Is Genesis History?
Part 2 movie have recently finished filming and are
in the final phase of post-production. They hope to
release the film in late 2022 or early 2023. The new

“We are pretty confident that the
balance between the atmosphere and oce
changed,” Malte Jansen, coauthor of the
“But we don’t quite know how or why.”

Based on new evidence, research
that increasing sea ice in the Antarctic mi
altered the exchange of carbon dioxide b
atmosphere and the ocean. More sea ice
retained more carbon dioxide keeping th
gas out of the atmosphere and leading to
cooling in a sort of feedback loop. But w
process and what caused the supposed ¢
unclear.

“The most plausible explanation
was some change in how carbon was div
the atmosphere and the ocean,” Jansen s:
no shortage of ideas about how this hapy
not quite clear how they all fit together.”

Creation scientists believe the eff
Flood triggered just one ice age. The vio
and drastic environmental changes cause
worldwide catastrophic event, including
that covered the entire surface of the glol
months, certainly would have altered the
carbon dioxide. These secular researcher
unwittingly confirm the biblical model.

Secular scientists don’t know the
s0, they don’t have a mechanism for an i
Scripture offers the explanation that fills
missing pieces.

Condensed from an article in Answers ]

March 2020, [www.answersingenesis.org |
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to sunlight) and soot that is made up of tiny particles
of dust, soil, chemicals, and fire smoke. These small
particulates can be so small they can move through
cell membranes and into the bloodstream, organs,
and brain. Some 8.9 million people are killed by air
pollution a year.

One country’s air pollution affects others.
Manufacturing pollutants in Asia even increase
pollution in the western United States. Statistics
show that at least forty percent of premature deaths
from air pollution in the forty-eight contiguous states
result from pollutants that originate from other states.
(Nature 2020).

The Clean Air act in the United States has
reduced harmful air pollution from transportation and
manufacturing, but recent increases in wildfires and
record-breaking heat add new challenges. California
cities rank the highest in pollution even after great
gains. Burlington, Vermont; Honolulu, Hawaii; and
Wilmington, North Carolina are the three cities that
rank among the country’s best in air quality.

Indoor air quality is also very important to
monitor. About 2.6 billion people cook over open
flames and use fuels such as wood, animal dung,
kerosene, and coal that increase indoor air pollution.
Secondhand smoke still contributes to 880,000 deaths
worldwide each year.

Tips For Simple Living

Everyone can benefit from working to achieve
cleaner air. Some helpful tips to help you and your
family breathe healthy air are:

o

Open areas in parks and school yards are
¢ Avoid burning trash and fuels that con
pollution.

¢ Choose cleaning products that do not ¢
harmful chemicals.

* Use HEPA air filters that can remove n:
percent of harmful particles.

e Provide proper ventilation in your hon
* Use of indoor plants helps purify your
good varieties are the spider plant, corns
lily, and common ivy.

Biblical Stewardship of (

The Creator made our environme
perfect for all aspects of life to thrive, anc
of good air was an important part of it o1
of the Creation week. In Genesis 2:7, “Tl
formed the man of dust from the ground
into his nostrils the breath of life, and the
a living creature” (ESV). What an impor
remember. It was the breath of God that
to live. This is echoed in Job 33:4, ““The !
has made me, and the breath of the Almi
life”” (ESV). Itis easy to forget about hoy
this breath is to our continuing existence
given good counsel in 1 Corinthians 6:19
you not know that your body is a temple
Spirit within you, who you have from G¢
glorify God in your body” (ESV). It is ot
to glorify our Creator by having good ait
so our bodies can stay healthy and functi
Him.
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pressure of living in a crowded city
with very inconsiderate neighbors
who continue their racket even
after I've politely asked them to
stop. I'm sad to say, at times like
this, I want revenge!

I blush to admit that I did
some pounding of my own as I
banged open the closet door to get
my shoes and slammed the front
door as I stomped out. While I
knew this wasn’t the best way to
behave, the red-hot frustration
growing inside me swallowed up
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wisdom: “Do not hasten in your
spirit to be angry, for anger rests in
the bosom of fools” (Ecclesiastes
7:9). Proverbs 22: 24, 25 also warns,
“Make no friendship with an angry
man, and with a furious man do
not go, lest you learn his ways and
set a snare for your soul.”

So, [ put one foot in front of
the other—quickly, one foot in front
of the other. Then I took a deep
breath followed by another deep,
deep breath and very slowly let it
out. The angry fire inside my chest

sky. Oh my! How be
vast. How filled with
How calming.

Then I happer
upon a lovely green v
with a well-tended ge
Two red Japanese ma
stood on either side o
like scarlet uniformec
Purple butterfly bush
gracefully in front of -
water fountain’s tinkl
serenaded the monar:
fluttering by.
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beckon, “bnitt me too!” 5o, I did.
The delicate, calming fragrance
doused the last smoldering flames
of my anger.

What's this that suddenly
caught my eye? A hummingbird
hovered over the fountain as
the sunlight caused the jeweled
creature’s iridescent hues to
sparkle. Ilove hummingbirds.
Thank You, God. Thank You
for this soul-rescuing garden.
Thank You for the blossoms and
hummingbirds. Thank You that
I can see, walk, and smell the
aromas. Thank You for the beauty

everything that concerns me in
such minute detail that You even
know the number of hairs on our
heads! ““Are not two sparrows
sold for a copper coin? And not
one of them falls to the ground
apart from your Father’s will. But
the very hairs of your head are all
numbered. Do not fear therefore;
you are of more value than many
sparrows’” (Matthew 10:29).

Even though I live in Los
Angeles—a very busy city filled
with crowded freeways, aggressive
drivers, and non-stop activity—I
can still look up and see the beauty

stresstul morning. (¢
13 came to mind. “Tt
the elect of God, holy
put on tender mercies
humbleness of mind,
longsuffering; bearing
another, and forgiving
if anyone has a comp!
another; even as Chri
you, so you also musi

But, Poppi (I«
Poppi), I can’t do that
drives me crazy. Hov
loving and kind whet
stressed, and my neig
inconsiderate toward
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produce abundant flowers that feed butterflies and birds, as well as vegetables and
feed our family and others.

So, how does God turn the refuse in us into goodness for all? He tends to t
unloveliness, decay, and dregs in our lives. He warms us with His love like the sut
compost pile. He churns us up when we get too comfortable to let us know throug
and our conscience that staying the same leads to rot and sadness. He allows the
challenges to decompose our pride and transform our hearts toward gratitude, stre
abundance in order to serve others. He promises, “’Moreover, I will give you a nev
put a new spirit within you; and I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh ar
a heart of flesh”” (Ezekiel 36:26, NASB). Allowing God to cultivate fallen humanity
goodness allows His plan of salvation to flourish like a garden far beyond what we
Jeremiah 29:11 reveals, “For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the |
of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”

When we first began gardening, we noticed the soil consisted mostly of clar
understandably since our farm is down-slope from a street named Clay Ridge. The
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provides a lush visual feast for the eyes, the body, and the soul. Our yearly harvest provides
for our family, as well as an abundance to share the fruit of our labor along with the fruit of His
spirit.

Jesus knew an abundant harvest only comes from sowing seed into a fertile, prepared
field rather than a clay-hardened rocky one—especially in the garden of our hearts. He taught
by parables, ““As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and
understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and
in another thirty’”” (Matthew 13:23, ESV).

Working in my garden provides the perfect place to open my heart to the Creator. I can
smell the sweet earth as I press seeds into its darkness, then water and wait. Lord, remove the
clay, plant the seeds, water my heart, and teach me to wait. All good things in life require the
faith of waiting. Faith to believe in what we don’t see sprouting will soon break free from the
darkness and lift its spindly arms toward the sun. The garden beds soon become blanketed in
the verdant green of new life.

I take kitchen scissors and a vintage basket to the raised garden beds and begin



the herb garden.
Come August I'll be o
harvest and for the aroma of ¢

Heather MacLaren Johnson writ
photographer, retired clinical psy
with special needs students, deve
disabilities and mental illness fro
through writing and teaching th
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gargantuan trees. Several have a circumferen
40 or 50 feet, but the largest in the grove was
measured at twice that, or 90 feet around! So
experts estimate that about forty homes with
rooms could be built from the wood of one tr

Measuring the trees made the trail we
more interesting as we enjoyed a hands-on ex
in the natural cathedral-like setting. One wor
walked by us and commented to her walking
“They must work for the park service.” We c

My children took turns wrapping the
around the trees, and Abigail reserved the las
biggest for herself. The final measurement w
around a stump that remained of the “Discov
Tree” which had been cut down long ago. Th



and cried. Running to him, I slapped it away
midst of this, Calvin had also been stung. Ly
apparently stirred up a nest on the far side of
and ended up with two stings. Oddly enoug
the other park visitors were stung.

“Abigail, we are all headed to the ran
station to get ice. You can wrap up this string
meet us there,” I instructed. Once everyone t
treating their stings, the picture we got of all 1
children holding ice on their wounds will be
as a memory of this unexpected chain of ever

The next morning the park rangers le
campers in an outdoor lesson about yellow ja
One of the things they discussed included de
strategies that creatures have to fend off threats. This
information, combined with what we had previously
learned regarding the fire resistance defense of
redwood tree bark, gave me an idea.

I offered a short devotional talk to my family
while the lesson of defense was fresh on their minds.
Talking about the defenses of the trees and the yellow
jackets, I then asked, “What defenses do we have
against our spiritual enemies?” Answers came from
my children including reading the Bible, praying, and
seizing the power of the gospel.

So, how do these three things my children
mentioned provide good defense strategies for any
spiritual battle? The armor of God from Ephesians
chapter six provides a useful guide. Paul calls reading
Bible scripture “the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God” (Ephesians 6:17). The image of a sword
may indicate an offensive use of God’s Word, but
Scripture also provides our best weapon of defense
against false teaching. Paul charged Timothy to
“preach the word” as written in 2 Timothy 4:2—4
because a time was coming when people would turn
away from the truth. God’s Word keeps us from
stumbling through life as it is called “a lamp to my
feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105). Children
should know the Scriptures in order to avoid false
teaching.

Secondly, regarding prayer, Paul told the
believers in Ephesus to be “praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful
to this end with all perseverance” (Ephesians 6:18).
And Jesus prescribed prayer as a means of avoiding

temptation when He spoke to those disci
him in the Garden of Gethsemane. “Wat
lest you enter into temptation” (Matthew
Christ our prayers can be a powerful anc
means of defense. Children need to kno
pray, to make prayer a regular habit, and
as a means of battling temptations.

Thirdly, in using the gospel truth
the Ephesians, “For by grace you have be
through faith” (Ephesians 2:8). This salv
gift of God and not based upon any worl
done. Children must be guarded from a
of legalism and guided toward the gloric
stirs us to righteousness and obedience v
power of the Holy Spirit. (See Galatians
is the gospel that children need to know

My children will long remember
of the giant sequoia trees, along with the
yellow jacket stings. Each time this story
fresh opportunity arises as a reminder th
fire-resistant bark on the trees and the ye
stings are God-given defenses and that C
defense strategies for each of us. Some d
youngsters will take their children to exg
biggest trees you ever saw.” When they
retell this story so the character-building
lessons will not be forgotten.

David West writes from Sacramento, Califor
enjoys gleaning object lessons of truth from t
Creator has made.



VVUUIIW T WVUUY DT D 1V IB. IS LUTTIJIHICTJ awur™
sorbing area was estimated at nearly twice the
size of a tennis court.

With such long fingers, the roots firmly anchor
the plant to the soil and the soil to the plant.
Neither can easily be blown or washed away
by wind or rain. Some grass roots grow more
than ten feet long. With this extensive under-
ground system the plant absorbs nutrients and
moisture from the soil.

The Christian, like wise, is to be “rooted and
built up in Him [Christ]” Colossians 2:7. We are
to be “rooted and grounded in Christ’s love”

Colacinm= 2.17

Roots are a major way lawn grass rep
itself. Likewise, the Christian is comma
go make disciples of all men (See N
28:19,20). When we are rooted and gr
in Christ we will have something to tell
Jesus has done for us.

If the root grows above the ground ar
another plant it is called a stolon. If 1
grows underground and starts a new
called a rhizome.In a similar way, the C
who goes to another country to sha
Christ has done for him is called a mis
However, if we live like Jesus at ho
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4.
o}
6.

What does God’s design of sand serve to illustrate? (See Job 38:10.) p.9
What is the largest desert in the world and the largest desert in America? p. 10
What scripture did Jesus use to illustrate lessons about sand and rocks? p. 10

II. Re-Creation Outdoors—“Finding Good in a Bad Land” story, pages 14-

B 00 e

2

What catches one’s attention the most upon arrival at Theodore Roosevelt National Park? ¢
Which runs faster, a bison or a horse? p. 16

How many different colors did Theodore Roosevelt mention he saw in the Bad Lands? p. 1!
What did the native Lakotas call the impassable terrain? p. 18

How did nature in the Bad Lands area minister to Theodore Roosevelt? p. 18

How were the geological concretions called cannon balls created? p. 20

ITI. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—“Obscure Octopus’ story, pages 23-27

1.

How did Inky, an octopus with a soccer ball-sized body, choose the right six-inch drainpipe
a sea escape? pp. 23, 24

How did an octopus demonstrate its intelligence during a neuroscience research project? p.

How many different species of octopus are there? p. 24

Explain the various ways an octopus can become camouflaged. Explain how the mimic octc
imitates other animals. p. 24

What altruistic octopus behavior offers a wonderful comparison of God’s character? p. 27

Where does the devotion and self-sacrifice of the female octopus find its origins? p. 27

IV. The Creation Week —“Creation Day 2—The Firmament’’ story, pages -

L
2

What do you think and feel when you watch the sky? p. 29

How does the word origin of firmament lead to two facts that would have been unknown to
ancients? p. 30

Explain how the creation of a gravitational field around our earth keeps our atmosphere in
place. pp. 30, 31

What has modern science shown us about the gaseous composition of water vapor and life?

What is the most abundant element in the earth’s atmosphere, and what is it essential for? j

Explain carbon dioxide’s balancing function and the term thermostat. p. 36
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