








Our Wh

Spring sparks a time of renewal, r
trees, greening grass amid stubble-strewn

A palpable power can even be felt
put into every seed that sprouts to the rus
the air) as gentle reminders and samples «
our hearts with renewed hope and peace.

A primary purpose for publishing <. cu..c.. civvcrr i e wave g o vccnn vo s vy s
hope, and charity to its readers. “And now abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the gre
these is charity” (1 Corinthians 13:13, KJV). War is the opposite of peace, fear is the opposite of
despair is the opposite of hope, and selfishness is the opposite of charity. Current world event:
that the enemy remains active in spreading greed-based selfishness, power-hungry lies, and pr
arrogance—all grenades hurled at the foundation of peace, faith, hope, and charity.

To buffet the barrage of bad news blasting the airwaves that can blow away the gentle :
breeze of the Holy Spirit, each story we print features an invitation to be refreshed by drawing
our Creator and Redeemer. The goal is to inspire worship and gratitude to Him for all of the b
charitable blessings He bestows, even in times of trial.

God gives each of us the opportunity to blossom when we accept Jesus into our lives.
“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, al
things have become new” (2 Corinthians 5:17). Then the familiar charitable admonition in Act:
encourages, “In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help th
remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive”
God even promises that one day He will recreate a new heaven and a new earth, “’Behold, I m;
things new.” And He said to me, ‘Write, for these words are true and faithful”” (Revelation21:5
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the Latin term cathedra, which means chair or throne where church hierarchy holds
of leadership. So, we in a sense ventured into the throne room where the Creator a
Spirit could lead us and minister to our souls.

And should you decide to come with us, come with your spiritual eyes ope
to see the handiwork of the One who made it all as promised in Isaiah 33: 17. “You
see the king in all his splendor” (NLT). Listen carefully, and you’ll hear not only th
the forest robin but even the trees. Yes! “Then the trees of the forest will sing for jo
Lord” (1 Chronicles 16: 33, NASB).

Traveling down Highway 101 from Olympia, Washington, we stopped to s
at the inviting Kalaloch Lodge perched high on a bluff overlooking the mighty Pac
The view of the ocean was breathtaking, but we didn’t linger. This day belonged t

Shortly after leaving Kalaloch, we reached the turnoff for the last 17 miles ¢
The left side of the roadway was graced with tall, stately trees while to our right a ¢
river made its way gently downstream. And then it happened; moss-laden trees be
appear—a preview of things to come. My heart leaped with joy at the wonder and
all. Only a God of love could create in a way such as this in bestowing such splend



magnificent Roosevelt elk to the timid black-tailed deer to the Olympic black bear to the
delighted birds and even to the tiny tree frog. And if you listen carefully, you just might catch
the hooting of a northern spotted owl. Dare I mention bobcats and cougars? They’re here but
rarely seen.

And don’t miss the amazing yet slimy banana slug—the second largest species of land
slugs in the world, reaching up to ten inches in length and weighing as much as a quarter of a
pound. And of all these diverse creatures God said, “’And to every beast of the earth and every
bird of the sky and to every thing that moves on the earth which has life, I have given every
green plant for food’ . . . [and] God saw all that He had made, and behold, it was very good”
(Genesis 1:30, 31, NASB), which is just like our heavenly Father to provide for all His creation.

The Hoh Rain Forest is called that for a reason. Compared to Seattle’s 36 inches of
rain a year, the Hoh gets as much as fourteen feet a year plus the equivalent of another thirty
inches from the prevalent fog and mist. No wonder the air is filled with such a pungent, earthy
fragrance. Ah, but there’s a much sweeter fragrance, and it comes from the very heart of this
Lord of the cathedral—Jesus Christ, who “gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to
God as a fragrant aroma” (Ephesians 5: 2, NASB).



And just how does this display of cascading verdure relate to God’s love st
about being properly robed as the prophet Isaiah wrote, “For He has clothed me wil
salvation, He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10, NASB).
God'’s children have the privilege of being wrapped in such robes of Christ’s righte
by them we are made worthy to stand humbly and reverently before our Father on
judgment.

Moving deeper into the forest, we find ourselves in the awesome “Hall of
this quiet place we’re reminded of other halls—halls where Jesus stood on His way
Only those halls weren’t so quiet. First it was the Sanhedrin’s infamous hall of jud;
it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scr
the whole body of them rose and brought Him before Pilate” (Luke 22:66 and 23:1,
it was there, in Pilate’s hall of judgment, with the crowds shouting “*Crucify Him!’
NASB) that the verdict was determined and settled. “And Pilate pronounced sente
demand be granted” (Luke 23:24, NASB).

Some might think in viewing this cathedral that it's a woods lacking in bea
trees appear somewhat grotesque and misshapen due to the weight of the moss, bt



NASB).

Were it not for the grotesque suffering of Christ as He slumped on the Cross misshapen
by the weight of the sins of the world, there would be no salvation for humans. So, what is it
about that cruel cross that speaks of beauty? “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16, K]V). Jesus said, “*And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me’” (John
12: 32, NASB 2020). The attraction is found in the One who sacrificed all for us upon the Cross.

As for the allure of the grotesque and misshapen trees of the rain forest cathedral, it is in
their being used of God to draw men to this quiet place for soul-searching, contemplation, and
encountering the Lord of the forest—Christ the Creator Himself. With every step taken in these
woods, the story of God'’s great love unfolds more and more—the multicolored artist’s conk and
turkey tail fungi, the multiple species of towering trees, and the lettuce lichen that the deer, elk,
and other creatures find quite tasty.

When's the best time to come to the rain forest? Summer and fall are always nice, but
winter and spring precipitation and lingering dampness gives the moss a bold and luscious
green brightness. Add to this the late April wildflowers, skunk cabbage flowers, fungi blooms,



you with singing” (Zephaniah 3:17, NIV). And what better place to experience suc
presence is there, and He who is mighty to save is ready to receive you. He who ta
delight in you, who longs to quiet you with His love and rejoice over you with sing
“Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest’” (Mark 6:31, NIV

Just stop and listen. The trees are already singing for joy, and the King of k

=

glory invites you, “Come!”

Carole Rodgers writes from Olympia, Washington, where she enjoys exploring the wonder
order to share with others the restorative blessings she gains.
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you can’t trust it. The issue is that those
described rabbits as “chewing the cud,” ]
don’t do this the way we understand cer
like cows, deer, sheep, and goats chew th
Chewing cud means (be warned that this
disgusting if you don’t like to talk about
digested) that these animals eat food and
that food back up from their stomach to |
a second time. While this may seem a lit
wait until you hear what cute little bunn
Rabbits (and you were warned that this i
fact for the faint of heart) eat and digest t
poop it out, and then eat it again. I warn
going to be gross, but this may help conv
why the Bible says rabbits are unclean to

So, is the Bible wrong about rabb
writers of the Bible make a mistake wher
rabbits chew the cud? Is this a zoologica
should shake our faith in the Bible as Gou > vvuiu:
Quite simply, the answer is a resounding no! The Bible
doesn’t get this wrong, and yes, you can trust God'’s
Word completely.

There are three good reasons why you
shouldn’t let this rabbit ruckus trouble you. First, we
have to remember that the Bible was written in other
languages thousands of years ago. Greek and Hebrew
are the main ones, but there’s Aramaic and a splash
of words and phrases from other languages, as well.
This doesn’t mean that you can’t trust the Bible you
read in English, but it does mean there are times when
we have to work to understand it. The Bible isn’t a
science textbook written in English a couple of years
ago. The Hebrew words translated to “chew the cud”
mean to bring digested food back to the mouth, but









me thing.

Those words fit what they saw, and it was ho
described the behavior of rabbits.

This brings us to the second point. O
of scientifically classifying animals isn’t the s:
that of the ancient Israelites. They didn’t hav
categories that we do after thousands of year:
animal study. To an Israelite living in biblical
any animal that chewed their food again a se
time could be said to “chew the cud.” They ¢
distinguish where the food came from. We h:
understand that our way of organizing anime
different, but that doesn’t mean it is the only -
ever been done.

Thirdly, we have to remember that th
was written in a way that the people who firs
could understand. When Moses wrote those
wasn’t thinking about making the truth clear
and me. He didn’t know that one day someb
Texas would see a bunch of rabbits in his yarc
needed to make the truth clear for the Israelit
was leading. Now, the goal of people who trz
the Bible into modern languages is to make G
Word attainable. We live four thousand year:
and halfway around the world, which may m
today we have to do a little more work to unc
things sometimes.

Rabbits are a great reminder of some
important truths. They remind us that God’s
just as true today as it was when it was writte
may think differently than the first people to
Bible; we may talk differently; we may have ¢
knowledge to help us better understand the ¢
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were created” (Revelation 4:11, KJV).

The succulent family is huge. In fact, there
are approximately sixty different plant families that
contain succulents and more than ten thousand known
species of succulents around the world. They may
differ greatly in appearance and grow in different
hemispheres, but all succulent plants share a common
family characteristic—the ability to store water in
their stems, leaves, and/or roots. This allows the
plants to survive in periods of drought and to grow
in barren landscapes with poor soil. Many succulents
have leaves that appear swollen, and some have waxy
leaves that prevent evaporation.

The variety in the succulent family seems

produce tall, sword-like leaves—some sr
some twisted and crinkled on the edges.

Such diverse characteristics yet a
one botanical group with similar traits p«
diversity among the human race with its
variety of sizes, shapes, colors, hair types
and temptations. While people can have
genealogical family, all are part of the far
told in Galatians 3:28. “There is neither ]
there is neither slave nor free, there is no
female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus

Unusual succulent species like th
rowleyanus produce strings of green pea
cousin Senecio radicans grows strings of



others simply display extraordinarily unique foliage.
Cacti have many adaptations that make
them drought-tolerant like shallow roots that soak
up rainfall quickly and waxy fleshy stems that
store water. All cacti are succulents, but not all
succulents are cacti. Cacti don’t have leaves and are
distinguished from the rest of the succulent family
by the rounded indentations along their stems. From
these modified buds, called areoles, spring the prickly
spines for which cacti are best known. The spines can
be as thin as hairs or thick as nails, extremely sharp,
and can inflict great pain, but they provide multiple
functions to help cacti thrive in desert environments.
They protect the plant from predators, create shade,

of North and South America. Cactus pla
all sizes and shapes from short, round ba
narrow rods. Some produce colorful floy
edible fruit.

The saguaro cactus is native to th
Southwest and is an amazing example of
in the desert on stored water. The sagua:
extremely slowly as a ten-year-old plant
only one inch tall. Somewhere on the we
50, it grows its first crown of flowers, but
grow its first arm until age fifty or seven!
full-grown saguaro may stand forty to si
and may have many arms. When rain is
ribs of the cactus expand like an accordic



and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living
water will flow from his heart”” (NLT), which provides
an abundant supply of life-giving water to share with
those who thirst.

Succulent plants have become trendy with
both indoor and outdoor gardeners of any age
and experience. Succulents are showing up nearly
everywhere and get featured in decorating magazines,
sold at arts and crafts shows, and stocked at more
traditional venues like greenhouses and gardening
stores. Landscape designers prize them for their
intriguing shapes, sizes, and endless variety of colors.
Succulents can be planted in the ground or grown
vertically in frames creating unique works of art and
living succulent walls.

reminded of the tender word picture Jesus used when
He said, “How often would I have gathered your
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her
wings” (Matthew 23:37, ESV).

Some varieties of succulents are edible, as
cacti, and their fruit are frequently used in Mexican
cuisine. Wide, flat cactus pads called nopales are
stripped of their thorns and sliced into salads, as well
as included in jellies, soups, and stews or served as a
vegetable. Prickly pear cactus fruit tastes very sweet
and can be eaten raw right off the plant. A common
lawn weed called purslane can add a nutritious
twist to salads. The fruit that grows inside the hard
pods that hang from the branches of the baobab tree
provides much-cherished nutrients and vitamins.
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its medicinal properties and cosmetic use. The gel-
like inner portion of the leaves is widely used to treat
sunburn and dry skin because of its softening and
hydrating properties. It is also anti-inflammatory and
aids in the healing of wounds.

The dictionary defines succulent as “full of
juice: or juicy”—an accurate description of many
succulent plants. Stored water makes the plants tough
enough to survive environmental challenges. This
stored-up wellspring of moisture reminds us of the
conversation between Jesus and a Samaritan woman
who had come to draw water from Jacob’s well. Jesus
offered her living water that He underscored will
never run dry. “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water

metaphor for the Holy Spirit who interce
and comforts us in our weakness. That s
living water brings hope and healing, as
and peace that helps the believer resilien
survive the challenging times, to live abu
to still be succulent enough to share the ¢
divine, life-giving moisture with those in

Jean Van Houten writes from Hudsonville, \
she closely examines interesting and educatic
God’s creation to impart to others.
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The Creation of Light
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elements, such as original light that was
spoken into existence on Creation day one,
deserve profound study.

We read in the first few verses of
the Bible, “In the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth. The earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the face of the
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’;
and there was light. And God saw the
light, that it was good; and God divided
the light from the darkness. God called
the light Day, and the darkness He called
Night. So the evening and the morning
were the first day” (Genesis 1:1-5).

week. Skeptics often question how there
could be light before the sun was present,
or if light can exist independently from
the heavenly bodies. Certainly various
sources and types of light other than

the sun exist. Light can be produced by
chemicals (such as in the humble firefly),
by friction, by fusion, and by powerful
lightning bolts.

But the light that the Bible
mentions more than two hundred fifty
times throughout the Old and New
Testaments is of divine nature. One
interesting comparison to explore is
the light of Genesis 1:3 with the light
mentioned in Isaiah 60:20, “the Lord will



with day one of Creation and ends in
Revelation with the new earth.

A prolific writer on Creation
and founder of the Institute for Creation
Research, the late Dr. Henry M. Morris,
explained in his book The Genesis Record
that Genesis 1:3 is the first record of God
speaking in the Bible, “Then God said, ‘Let
there be light’; and there was light.” The
Word of God brings light! The Father is
the Source of all things (verse 1); the Spirit
is the energizer of all things (verse 2); the
Word is the revealer of all things (verse 3).

The New Testament then endorses
this Creation view in 2 Corinthians 4:6,
“For . .. God who commanded light to

the living Word of God (John
“light of the world”” (John 8

A Judeo-Christian de
of light rests on the provisior
is the Source of spiritual illur
and strength. But exploring
light works and the exact pu
in our lives is essential for ot
well-being. Light is intendec
complete understanding as ¢
to the function of darkness, v
hide truth and cause confusi
illuminated understanding v
tremendous insight into thin
saw or noticed before on our
Psalm 119:105 points to the il



“Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying,
‘T am the light of the world. He who
follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but
have the light of life.””

Even a child knows that light
dispels darkness by driving it away and
filling up or taking over the space that
the darkness previously occupied. Quite
simply, light is more powerful than
darkness, and we can easily understand
through personal experience that darkness
does not have the power to dispel light.
While we don’t know if the psalmist
was afraid of the dark, we do know he
relied on the Source of light to assuage
fear. “The Lord is my light and my

“In Him was life, and the life was the light
of men.”

We all know that light makes
seeing possible, and we all need to be
able to see as clearly as possible. When
alight is shining, the rapid changes that
take place in the eye will bring things
into focus. At times we can vaguely
see something in dim light, but being
correctly focused in ample light allows for
discovering details and deep knowledge.
The ability to focus helps us concentrate
on an area of concern in order to find a
solution or resolve an issue. The greater
the light, the greater the detail and focus
that brings a high level of concentration,
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not seen or noticed before. Details that
previously went unnoticed will become
clear and relevant, whereas fading light
will not give us a clear picture. Spending
quality time with the Lord, the Source of
all light, will keep His illumination from
fading from our lives as we personally
connect with His power. To fully connect,
two things must be joined or linked firmly
together.

Lines of connection with the
correct Source is vital, as artificial light or
a copy can'’t substitute for the Original,
and our hearts can discern the difference
between a fake and the Original. Artificial
light—both literal (light bulbs, chemicals)

Everlasting. With Everlastin
(Jesus), we need not operate
light with our own strength «
Jesus clearly explains in Mat
““You are the light of the wos
that is set on a hill cannot be
do they light a lamp and put
basket, but on a lampstand, :
light to all who are in the hot
light so shine before men, th:
see your good works and glc
Father in heaven.””

Clear conviction on t
of true light will help us ask
remove anyone or anything 1
block our access to the Sourc



choosing the divine Source of light comes
its inherently revealing characteristic that
uncovers the good and the bad along
our journey. Light discloses unknown
secrets and exposes that which was once
hidden or covered—both purposely and /
or innocently. Either way, we must view
such discovery as beneficial information
that can affect us eternally.

The promise in 1 John 1:7 reads,
“But if we walk in the light as He is in
the light, we have fellowship with one
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His
Son cleanses us from all sin.” A torch or
flashlight shone in the darkness ahead of
us can be a benefit that lights the way and

In addition, light can serve as a
signal, like a traffic light, which controls
movement and directs us when to stop
and when to go. Divine Light both
illuminates and directs by supernatural
means. It will bring conviction about
previously unclear actions, whether to
start or stop certain thoughts or behavior.
This guidance not only benefits us, but it
allows each of us to shine as a lighthouse
that will guide and help others avoid life’s
shipwrecks.

But such light is not heavy-handed
or forceful. Only God has enough power
to make His light cutting or piercing. First
John 1:5 clarifies, “This is the message



the qualities or the Source of original light
that was spoken into existence on the first
day of the Creation week until we fully
study and experience it in the earth made
new as described in Revelation 21:23,
“The city had no need of the sun or of the
moon to shine in it, for the glory of God
illuminated it, and the Lamb is its light.”
Revelation 22:5 goes on to explain, “There
shall be no night there: They need no lamp
nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives
them light. And they shall reign forever
and ever.”

This is the Light we all need
and should be drawn to every moment
of every day through His Word, which

Africa, where she studies God's
better understand and share Hi
Jennifer Ish is associate editor o
Illustrated. This article first ap
Spring 2010 edition of Creatio
and has been adapted for reprin
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different places. Interestingly, reconstructions of past
sea-level changes indicate that the current sea level
was reached and remained relatively stable only in the
last few thousand years. This implies that almost all
modern beaches were formed in that time frame.

The formation of a beach is not necessarily a
long process in geological terms. For example, it is
well known that beaches are rapidly established in
coastal areas of newly formed volcanic islands. In the
island of La Palma, Canary Islands, lava flowing from
a volcanic eruption reached the ocean on September
29, 2021, and formed a delta-shaped rocky coastal
feature. After less than two months, a beach of black
sand and larger grains had formed on the south side of
this land formation.

The small island of Surtsey, offshore Iceland,
formed during a prolonged volcanic eruj
lasted from November 1963 to June 1967
flowed to the ocean, it cooled and forme«
cliffs that were rapidly broken up by oce.
during storms, forming a beach of round
and sand. Geologist Sigurdur Thorarins:
frequently visited the island during thos
documented that the beach formation oc
than three weeks!

Therefore, beach formation does
a long period of time or a gradual accum
sediment and in some cases can form in j
days after a rocky coastal feature has for
Condensed from an article by Ratil Esp

Geoscience Research Institute, Februan

grisda.org
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Scientists use several low earth-orbit ¢
to make measurements of the size and impacf
fires have on climate, vegetation, and the atm
A worsening cycle with more frequent droug
higher temperatures make it easier for fires tc
and spread. Then these fires release more car
the atmosphere as some regions burn throug}
and peat-lands.

In the United States, officials recently
a fifty billion dollar effort to reduce fire risks «
the next decade by implementing more aggre
forests thinning around areas where nature as
neighborhoods collide while working closely
local communities.

Tips For Simple Living

Spring brings the urge to do spring-cleaning of
our closets, cupboards, and garages, but now outdoor
spring cleaning has become even more important than
indoors! With the growth of brush and branches in
the wake of the rainy season, increased fire dangers
encroach homes, rural communities, and even those
living in urban areas.

Here are some helpful tips for outdoor
cleaning and creating defensible space around your
home as we seek to be good stewards of Creation.

* Seek to create a 30-foot zone of defensible open
space immediately around your home.

e Clean up and dispose of branches, weeds, leaves,
pine needles, grass clippings, and other loose fuels.

¢ Clean your gutters and roof by removing any dead
leaves and debris.

at night leading and protecting the child
Fire can be mysterious; it gives warmth ¢
but can also be destructive and horrifyin
for cleansing.

The word fire occurs 549 times in
James Version of the Bible. The Hebrew,
ten different words to describe fire in vat
settings. In Greek there are nine differen
fire.

God sent fire from heaven to sho
approval of the burnt sacrifices. In the e
this fire will consume all who turn away
grace of God in the second death (see Re
20:9) and will cleanse the earth in prepar
new earth promised to God’s redeemed i
211



Florida’s dark skies.
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panther, Florida black
Everglade mink.

A drive throu
along the eleven-mile
trek along the mile-lo
reveals a wonderland
trees reaching to sky
ladened with native k
and orchids. The stra
reveals a unique plac
beauty, bringing to m
of Ezra , “Let the tree:
sing, let them sing for
the Lord, for he come
earth” (1 Chronicles 1

The strand pr



open waters in which to feed.

The subtropical waters of the
Fakahatchee rarely ever freeze;
thus, the strand is a haven for the
kingfisher and other birds that seek
to escape freezing weather.

Like most wilderness areas,
the Fakahatchee got attacked by
man and became heavily logged
in the 1940s. Fortunately, some
people exhibited enough wisdom
to see value in the Fakahatchee
other than its timber. By the 1960s
conservation efforts saved the
remaining uncut forest, and once
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accomplish the feat in three days,
but we needed five. Plus, we
wanted to enjoy God’s creation and
not hurry through His dazzling
springtime flower show.

The Foothills Trail began
around the mid-1960s when a
group of upstate South Carolina
hiking enthusiasts joined up with
Clemson University and the U.S.
Forest Service. They sought to
connect a series of existing trails
scattered between Oconee and
Table Rock State Parks. In time, the

DIELla C1UU, L/URE LICLEY, dliu uie
South Carolina State Park system
got involved. Back then the utility
company was building the Bad
Creek hydroelectric station, and
they agreed to build and maintain
the central part of the trail. By 1981
the backbone of the trail connecting
Table Rock State Park and Oconee
State Park was in place.

Since this journey took
place early in our backpacking
experiences (and because [ am
a Type-A personality who tends
to worry), I packed more than

WE LIEEUTU. 1 jusuiict
because I knew no pl:
this section of the trai
supplies or to meet ar
needs. As a result, m
pack weighed 35 pou
50—much too heavy
old middle schooler a
old Dad not in the be:
But we had God’s prc
46:4, “Even to your ol
He, and even to gray
carry you! I have ma
bear; even I will carry
deliver you.”



Each day brought mixed
blessings. Our backs and shoulders
ached from the heavy loads, but
our spirits renewed as we listened
to the birds sing, gazed on the
surrounding mountain peaks, and
caught an occasional glimpse of
other wildlife. Job 12:7-10 rang
true as we let the birds of the air,
the animals, and all Creation teach
us. The most special part of each
day came when arriving at our
campsite, setting up our tent, and
relaxing until nightfall.

Although we heard no
humans, the sounds of God’s
nature deafened us from any of
life’s other distractions. I thought
of what the psalmist wrote, “Let
the heavens be glad, and the earth
rejoice! Let the sea and everything
in it shout his praise” (Psalm 96:11,
NLT). We learned that pain and
peace can coexist at the same time
and in the same place.

At home other things
seemed to get in the way of our
father /daughter talks, but under
God'’s heavenly canopy, we found
ample time to experience what a

parent-child relationship should
be. Each day we worked together
to survive. We had no choice. We
were out in the wilderness with no
one but God and each other to rely
upon.

Since spring had sprung
upon the mountains, we searched
for wildflowers as we lumbered
along each day and stopped to look
at the leaves of the budding trees.

I had purchased a wildflower and
tree identification book a couple
of years prior and had become
familiar with the most common
species. We inhaled the skunky
aroma of galax, identified the
large leaves of Frazier magnolias,
and stopped to gaze at the yellow
trillium as it peaked up from the
forest floor.

Our nightly suppers
weren't anything to brag about—
MRESs (Meals Ready to Eat) that we
merely added hot water to, but any
type of cooking outdoors always
tastes good. On our first night out,
a father and his three sons joined
us. His boys were amazed that a
young girl would be in the woods

backpacking for five
daughter loved the at
we both devoured the
they popped over an
The heavy fol
sunsets; so, nightfall j
came and felt long an
unnerving since we w
country. Believing we
what pleased God—s
family time together-
His protection over w
I will lie down and sl
alone, O Lord, will ke
(Psalm 4:8, NLT).
Our most anti
destination was Hors
River. I had read abo
and the suspension (s
bridge that spanned t
The “wild and scenic’
features several predc
waterfalls winds 18-n
beginning in Jackson
North Carolina, mear
the Jocassee Gorges, ¢
dumps into Lake Joca
The third day
ended at Bear Creek—
that tingled my spine
il T et A P | "“““ll)aLcu uulL
e the next
e trail on the
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ater and 115-
1at connected

‘tle nervous (I
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doubt, and worry—all of which
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can cloud our vision and keep us
from believing the other side even
exists. We saw the other side of
the river but feared getting there.
When Jesus stilled the waves, the
disciples’ perspective returned.
Perhaps for the first time, they
believed nothing was beyond His
control.

But on that bridge, my
perspective became clouded while
worrying how I would get beyond
what nature had placed in our
path. Through various life storms,

REEPD SELULLLE WAL W LELIU
me the other side exists and that
He will take me there regardless
of the circumstances of the trip.
Seemingly insurmountable
challenges arise when we can’t see
through the storm to the other side.
This is when we must do what Paul
said, “For we live by faith, and not
by sight” (2 Corinthians 5:7, NIV).
Taking a challenging
backpacking trip in an area that
may pose some risks is a good way
to remember that we walk by faith,
not by sight. Such adventures also
provide a good reminder that God
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through.

Martin Wiles writes fro
South Carolina, where |
pastor, English teacher,
who enjoys exploring th
of Creation and sharing
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spread quickly to other leaves on the same stem, then overtake the leaves on nearby stems, and
eventually dominate the entire bush. The once beautiful rosebush is now covered in disease.
From there, black spots can epidemically spread to the other bushes in the garden. In the same
way, sin often begins in dark and hidden places away from the light of God and the watch-care
of others. It can then spread quickly throughout our souls until it dominates our being and
taints our relationship with God and with loved ones. First Corinthians 15:33 warns, “Do not be
misled: ‘Bad company corrupts good character’” (NIV).

To illustrate the point, let’s replace the words black spots with the word sin. Late last
summer I became busy with life. There were travel plans, and I was too busy coming and going
to stop and regularly examine my rose bushes for sin. Creeping in almost imperceptibly, the
sin attacked the most fragrant and fruitful rosebush. In a breathtakingly short time, the disease
grew until its presence could not be ignored. But there were children to get off to school, and
the pace of many daily activities increased. Within a few weeks the sin had spread to other
rosebushes, but dealing with this epidemic of sin seemed overwhelming. I secretly thought if
lignored the sin, it might magically go away before next spring, but the Bible warns against
neglect and laziness. So, when spring came the sin returned with a vengeance. I knew I had to



developed the sin) got stripped nearly bare. ]
recognizable as a rosebush. I was not at all st
it would not survive if I left the sin to stay an
Just as God bestows healing and restc
to be pruned of the sin in his life, the Creator
promises in 1 John 1:9, “If we confess our sins
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
Fortunately the weather that spring w
enough moisture and plenty of sunlight for tt
surrounded by His creation in my garden, [ n
the once-barren, sick bush. 1began to see son
and hope. I embraced a gift to me from the L

Renee Joy Janzen writes from Tulsa, Oklahoma, w
lawyer, teacher, mother of four, and homeschool pa
enjoying what the Creator has made.
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passed people, I noticed that many of those h
were families. Moms and dads with their chi
were taking in the sights and sounds of our L
handiwork. Some of the hikers even includec
family pet on the outing.

It appeared that they were embracing
lessons found in Job 12:7-10. “But now ask tt
and they will teach you; and the birds of the ¢
they will tell you; or speak to the earth, and it
teach you. ... Who among all these does not
that the hand of the Lord has done this, in wl
is the life of every living thing, and the breatt
mankind?”

It was the best of both worlds. We we
to enjoy animal life that was both tame and w



thou art mindful of him? And the son of mar
thou visiteth him?” (Psalm 8: 3, 4, KJV).
More and more families came, and on
family decided to picnic near this spot, of cou
using quiet voices with which to converse. A
rested against a large pile of rocks,  made a s
observation. The children and even some tee
young people on this adventure were not we:
buds listening to their cell phones. No one fo
necessary to engage with any kind of electror
took a quick glance at the large group and dic
even one person plugged into a digital gadge
Instead, everyone chose to be engross
our great God who created the majestic outdc
They seemed to be listening to His still, small
that can be heard through an open heart and
the quiet of His creation. (See 1 Kings 19:11-]
Why would anyone be looking down
show was up above and all around us? The ¢
encourages us, “I lift up my eyes to the moun
where does my help come from? My help coi
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth” (Ps
121:1, 2, NIV). Looking up, we can see that “
heavens declare the glory of God; and the firr
shows His handiwork” (Psalms 19:1). After a
fifth day of the Creation week reveals the imy
of birds as part of His creation. “Then God sz
... let birds fly above the earth across the face
firmament of the heavens.” So God created . .
winged bird according to its kind. And God :
it was good” (Genesis 1:20, 21).
When it was time to leave, we said our

goodbyes to our new birding friends. On our way
back to the car, we came in contact with more families
on their outdoor adventure. They were strolling on
down the trail while taking their sweet time drinking
in the scenery. Some families had made their ways

to some comfortable boulders where one of the boys
threw rocks into a large puddle trying to make an
impressive splash. Ithought of joining him as I saw he

was having so much fun.

When we got back to the car, we greeted more
families that were just beginning their afternoon
adventure. I could not wait to tell them about what
was ahead. We shared smiles, and off they went.
Don’t you think it’s about time to locate those old
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give them a workout? The price for thes
with loved ones in nature is free, but the
are priceless. Both your children and yor
be blessed by the adventure as you explc
creation. “Train up a child in the way he
go, and when he is old he will not depari
(Proverbs 22:6).

Edward Tooley writes from Glendale, Califor
enjoys getting away from the urban sprawl i
the sights, sounds, and wonders of God's han
worth sharing with others.
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butin the northern climates they bloom espe-
cially first thing in the spring.

Some so called Christians do their sharing only
at church or for those who they think good
enough.Some share only one day a week, like
only on Sabbath. Jesus however thought to
apply the gospel to every person he met under
every circumstance. He sees what fallen
human nature can be when connected with
him. When we feel worthless, Jesus sees our
value. All summer long, through heat, dust,
mud or drought, the dandelion continues daily
growth. As the days get longer the need for

Growth means change and change tak
and requires energy. Through all the :
months the dandelion works. Only w
snow comes does it take a winters nag
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5. What are the two prevalent trees growing in the rain forest? Explain what covers them and
means. How does it get its nutrients? p. 10

II. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—*Splitting Hares’’ story, pages 14-21

1. How high and how far can rabbits jump? What besides hearing do their large ears help reg

2. List some of the differences between rabbits and hares. How many species of hares are ther
different domesticated rabbit breeds are there? p. 17

3. What are the terms used for a young hare bunny and a young rabbit bunny? p. 17

4. Explain how rabbits chew their cud according to what the Bible describes in Leviticus 11:6 a
14:7. How is this different from cows and goats? p. 18

5. Rabbits remind us of what important truth? p. 21

III. Creation Up Close —*‘Sensational Succulents” story, pages 22-27
1. What is the size of the smallest succulent, and what is unique about how it survives? p. 22
What is the name of the largest succulent, and what is the size and age of the largest ones? |

w

How many different known species of succulents are there? What is the common characteri
succulents? p. 24
4. True or False. All cacti are succulents, but not all succulents are cacti How many Cactaceae
there? p.25
5. List some succulents that are edible and are used for food as well as medicinal properties.

IV. The Creation Week —‘““Creation Day 1—Light” story, pages 28-37

1. List some other sources and types of light that are different from the sun. p.29

2. How many times is light referred to as divine nature in the Bible? What is God telling us ab
using the word light? pp. 29, 30

List the New Testament verses that endorse the creation of light as the divine nature of God

What does the Judeo-Christian definition of light rest upon? p. 30

g

List three ways light aids you in your spiritual walk. pp. 34-36
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