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Illustrated subscriptions as a thank you gift to those who helped with their daughter’s wedc
resulted in quite a nice order. Then one of the gift-subscription recipients later reached out
Creation Illustrated with a $10,000 donation to help get more issues to prison inmates!

When we asked other subscribers why they like to share Creation Illustrated, they re
these insightful remarks. “Creation Illustrated is refreshing to read, and we want that experier
friends and family too. Anything that reminds us of God’s mercy and care is a balm to our
we all really need that now!” says J. Browne of The Dalles, Oregon. “I am so thankful you g
with all the Bible verses throughout each article! It is a wonderful way to keep our focus on wl
important today,” adds A. Mowe, of Pittsfield, Massachusetts.

“We love to use Creation Illustrated as an outreach to those in our town who are shut ins.
up care packets with a variety of items, and including a copy of Creation lllustrated provides ¢
way to say God loves them!” insists L. Beal, of Cherryfield, Maine. Rebekah Cote, of Gray, '
explains, “Because Creation Illustrated focuses on our Creator God and His creation, I enjoy shar
many families who have children to help them with their education.”

“We live in one of the most beautiful places on this earth as stewards of seven hun
wilderness acres near Denali National Park. We thank you for such an enormously inspiring
and we love to share it with family and friends. We also like to share your back issues with all t
that come through our area. We place the issues in areas where people will see the magazine
them up in order to get acquainted, we pray, with the Creator of this beautiful land!” excle
Merrill of Talkeetna, Alaska.

L. Ammerlaan of Australia says, “We have received great feedback from our family a
who receive your magazine as a gift from us for Christmas. So, we thank you and your tea
great publication! We also thank the Lord for leading us to it, and we pray continued blessings
ministry.”

We find such testimonies a direct answer to prayer as subscribers are impressed by the
to spread the message that our Creator is worthy of worship for what He has done and can do i
to make each of us a new Creation in Christ Jesus! That's why.

For more information on how you can share Creation Illustrated, look for the speci:

gift subscription offer in the center of this edition or online at|www.Creationlllustrated.co

you for the privilege to work together in reaching souls for eternity!
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from barley seeds. Being cheaper than wheat, barley
was mostly eaten by poor people or used to feed cattle,
horses, donkeys, and camels, yet indicated a sign of
prosperity during King Solomon’s reign. “Barley also
and straw for the horses and dromedaries brought
they unto the place where the officers were, every man
according to his charge” (1 Kings 4:28, KJV).

In Palestine people planted several types of
barley. Interestingly, God called Canaan, the Promised
Land, “a land of wheat, and barley” (Deuteronomy
8:8, KJV) to emphasize its richness. And the third
common cereal, spelt, was grown as a kind of wild
wheat that has been cultivated for about five thousand
years to make bread. In fact the previous story about

world’s most popular cereal, grows in pe
flooded fields in hot and humid areas of
maize has its roots in Mexico but now ge
worldwide as the third most popular gra
and wheat. Millet grows in semiarid are
and Asia such as Nigeria and India, whe:
flourishes in the arid areas of West Africe
Buckwheat thrives in low-fertility soils e:
in Russia, and oats are grown in tempera
of Canada. Rye, a frost-resistant grain, y
harvests on low-fertility soils in Norther:
North America. Even in the Arctic, whet
are short and mild, lyme grasses produce
the Inuit people grind into flour.



cultures waited for rains to water dry soil and “soften
it with showers” (Psalm 65:10, NIV), then they plowed
fields with wooden plows pulled by oxen. Farmers,
unsure about future corps, went out “weeping,
carrying seed to sow” (Psalm 126:6, NIV) and to plant
“wheat in its place, barley in its plot, and spelt in its
field” (Isaiah 28:25, NIV). After scattering seeds, they
plowed fields again to cover seeds with soil.

In the parable of the sower, Jesus explained
that only the seeds that fell ““on good ground, sprang
up, and yielded a crop a hundredfold”” (Luke 8:8).
Those that landed on the wayside or among rocks
and thorns had been lost. As Jesus explained to His
disciples, the seeds of the Word of God can multiply

bring forth a plentiful harvest. After we
sins and proclaim Jesus Christ as our Lot
“God’s field” (1 Corinthians 3:9) where a
His truth produces many seeds only whe
the ground and dies” (John 12:24, NIV).
to our old unrighteous ways and obey G
and “walk worthy of the Lord, fully plea
(Colossians 1:10).

We also need to keep in mind the
reaps what he sows” (Galatians 6:7, NIV,
investing their time, talents, and resource
things “will reap destruction,” but those
and seeking to please Him “from the Spi
eternal life” (Galatians 6:8, NIV), which ¢



“’I’ut in the sickle, tor the harvest 1s ripe.”” The Law
required farmers to ““bring to the priest a sheaf of the
first grain’” that they harvested as an offering for God
(Leviticus 23:10, NIV). And a part of the crop was left
in the field for the poor (Ruth 2:3, NIV).

“Those who sow with tears . . . will return
with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them” (Psalm
126:5, 6, NIV). From fields, sheaves of wheat and
barley were transported to threshing floors. After
the grain was separated from chaff and straw, it
was sifted. Finally the grain (or flour) got stored in
barns in clay jars. To underscore the importance of
hard work during the harvest times, the Bible calls
“prudent” a person gathering crops in summer and
“disgraceful” a person neglecting the opportunity to
stock food (Proverbs 10:5, NIV).

(Matthew Y:37, 38). Although not everytk
called to be a missionary, each of us can ¢
to the spreading the seeds of Good New:
His Word. Twenty-five years ago, in Rus
the Lord to make me useful in His kingd
I realized that He called me to serve as a
interpreter for foreign missionaries. Afte
many difficulties, I could “reap in joy” (E
by interpreting broadcasts at the first Ch:
station in Saint Petersburg, Russia. Truly
of the Lord is from everlasting to everlas
103:17, KJV)!

Our Lord not only created nume
but also provided people with knowledg
making good, nutritious bread. The Bibl
verses about bread made from wheat (Ex



T'hey baked bread mn ovens (Leviticus Z:4, N1V) or
“over hot coals” (1 Kings 19:6, NIV).

In biblical times bread and grain also had
many symbolic meanings. For example, grain became
a crucial catalyst in the story of Joseph reconciling
with his brothers who had sold him into slavery
(Genesis 37-41). Unleavened bread reminded
Jews how the Lord had delivered them from Egypt
(Deuteronomy 16:3, NIV). Loaves of bread were
offered to God to thank Him for His unfailing love
and care (Leviticus 7:12, NIV). Early Christians “broke
bread in their homes and ate together with glad and
sincere hearts” (Acts 2:46, NIV) to show the unity of
the church.

However, during the Last Supper, Lord Jesus
revealed to His disciples the most remarkable meaning

the cross m our place so that “whoever b
Him should not perish but have everlast
3:16). Moreover, only Jesus satisfies the |
souls because ““the bread of God is He w
down from heaven and gives life to the v
6:33). This essential part of His creation-
and bread—should never be consumed v
giving thanks to its Provider. “Bless the
soul, and forget none of His benefits” (Ps
NASB) as we prayerfully request “give u
daily bread” (Matthew 6:11).

Tatiana Claudy writes from Indiana and con
explore the wonders of God'’s handiwork in o1
inspiring insights as a regular contributor to
[lustrated.
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plane was rolling back down the steep slope and gliding into the air. It was strang:
only access to home disappear over the far ridge.

Fortunately I was surrounded by friends for this adventure, and I was excil
reason we had come to this particular village. My Indonesian colleagues faced the
task of starting a brand-new elementary school in this primitive highland commun
tagging along for their first week.

The remote village rests in the heart of dense jungle mountains that splits tl
northern and southern halves. The one hour flight (or 130 air miles) south from Se
near the mission plane’s airbase) seems a flash compared to about a week’s journey
the village by ground. It is possible to hike a few days through the mountains over
slippery trails to get to the nearest small town in the region.

Until now the village families had no way for their children to learn to read
without sending them far away, and ever since the runway had been built, the pare
asking for teachers. The villagers’ appeal reminded me of the urgent call that Paul
the book of Acts. “And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of Macedoni
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barefoot like most everyone else.

We hiked uphill for a half hour before the jungle parted and the village appeared. Like
most places in the mountains, flat real estate was rare, which forced the villagers to arrange their
huts in tiers on the hillside with uneven rows of thatched roofs branching over the path every
few paces. At the top of the rise stood a larger wooden building called the balai desa or village
hall that would serve as our temporary home and schoolhouse.

After the teachers met the families of the children who would be enrolling in the school,
the village leaders informed us that the community planned for us a traditional celebration—a
bakar batu. Translated literally, bakar batu means burn stones—a classic Papuan outdoor cooking
event. I had heard of this, and I eagerly awaited my first experience participating in this special
kind of village potluck.

The process began with heating rocks over a fire that would be used as heating elements
for a big, natural steam oven. While the rocks were getting hot, some men started digging a
shallow pit and lining it with banana leaves. The now piping-hot rocks were placed in the
bottom and covered with more banana leaves.



covered thorougnly with more banana leaves and more NOt rocks and tnen Ieft to steam.

A couple hours later, the food was well-cooked and the feasting began! The steaming
food was scooped out of the pit and served on a picnic blanket of green banana leaves spread on
the ground. Cross-legged diners reached into the pile of food with their hands, and everyone
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The assortment of vegetables didn’t exactly have a gourmet
appearance once they came out of the pit, but all of them were quite tasty!

After stuffing ourselves we relaxed and chatted outdoors until the mid-afternoon clouds
started descending on the mountainside. As it began to drizzle, people gradually retreated into
their huts to stay dry—a predictable daily pattern that punctuates the rhythm of jungle life. The
drizzle turns into a steady rain that lasts for much of the night. When dawn arrives everything
glistens and drips as the sun usually warms things up until the cycle repeats in the afternoon.

This tropical water cycle provides a very visible and vital part of the local ecosystem by
feeding countless streams and rivers. Everywhere the water goes, it supports the tremendous
amount of life that inhabits this island and offers a literal illustration of the sustaining power
of God’s Word as pictured in the Bible. “For as the rain and the snow come down from
heaven, and do not return there without watering the earth and making it bear and sprout, and



Important work or nelping them learn NOw to read. lhougn the villagers were Lnristian, only a
few adults could read the Bible. It was really heartwarming to think how these children would
eventually be able to read the Bible for themselves and eventually share eternal truths with other
villages.

The following morning several dozen bright-eyed youngsters were ready and eager
to start their first day of school. Faced with quite a crowd, the teachers dove right in and got
the children organized with singing songs, playing games, and learning the alphabet. Several
parents helped to keep order and translated for some of the smaller children who didn’t yet
understand the national language of Bahasa Indonesia that the teachers used.

This experience afforded me a meaningful moment to remember and one that made me
realize how privileged my own upbringing has been. Scripture reminds us, “In everything give
thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you” (1 Thessalonians 5:18).

The former village chief who had made repeated requests for teachers underscored
the significance of this event as he expressed his thanks to the teachers several evenings later.
With obvious emotion he shared some words that have stuck with me. “This is still a place of
darkness; our children don’t even know the ABCs yet. But praise God, He has brought you.”



you may desire cannot compare with her” (Proverbs 3:13-15).

As my week in the village drew to a close, I packed up my gear and prepar
mission plane at the airstrip. I was looking forward to a nice hot shower, sleeping
bed, and eating my regular food, but as I said goodbye to my teacher friends and w
God'’s blessing, I was humbled by their selfless commitment.

They would be spending months here isolated from the outside world witk
or phone to help communicate with loved ones. They had none of the convenience
were used to, and there was no supermarket where they could buy their favorite fc
they finished their small supply. This truly seemed to be the far end of the earth; y
volunteered to serve in this remote, primitive situation. Why? So that under-serve
a faraway village could have an education and a better life. The educators daily pl
cultivate them to ultimately bring forth a bountiful harvest.

Their dedication provides a modern-day reflection of the greatest Teacher v
home to give us the opportunity to learn His ways toward living a better life. “/I h.
that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly”” (John 10:10).
let Him go in order to rescue a remote and spiritually primitive people. ““For God



opportunity to reach people tor Christ who we can look torward to greeting 1n the earth
made new.

Michael Lombart writes from Weimar, California, where he works as a flight instructor after spending
two years in Papua, Indonesia, with a mission aviation service. This concludes his three-part series on his
experiences in the tropics—by air, by sea, and by land —that reveal the worship-inspiring diversity of the
Creator’s handiwork in the environment, in the people, and in the creatures He made for us to study.
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cannot expand like that of other animals,
have to breathe through their mouths wi
of internal muscles. An amazing feature
ability to exchange gases through a featu
rear ends called a cloaca. They suck in wi
their cloaca and absorb oxygen via papil’
that serve somewhat like internal gills. 'l
also expel carbon dioxide from the turtle

Their shells also help them to res
anaerobically (ie. without oxygen). Duri
most sea turtles migrate to warmer tropi
However, some of them hibernate and sl
their metabolic activities. Hibernating in
means they have little access to oxygen.
bodies generate energy anaerobically, the
of which is lactic acid. This lactic acid ca
turtles if it builds up to a critical point. 1
assist by absorbing the acid and releasing
to neutralize the acid.

This process is only possible bece
are cold-blooded animals that generally |
rates of metabolism compared to homeof
animals and thereby require less oxygen

The body features of these reptile
designed to match their behaviors. Leatl
largest of the marine turtles, have stream
in order to dive deep in search of jellyfis}
turtles have strong jaws that allow them
open prey with hard shells. Such intenti
their design cannot be ignored. We can ¢
designed creatures with everything need
or overcome various circumstances that |
10:13 assures us, “God is faithful, who w
you to be tempted above that ye are able
the temptation also make a way to escap:
be able to bear it” (KJV).

Some onlookers have observed tl
creatures on the beach and claim they ap









crying. Others claim that these tears are for ]
of their unhatched young, but that’s not true.
tears actually serve two purposes. First, they
turtles get rid of excess salt from their hyper-:
environment. Salt glands that empty into the
form a concentrated salt solution that are the
we see. Fresh water and land turtles can’t su
saltwater because they lack this mechanism.

these tears help to flush and protect sea turtle
from sand particles while they dig their nests

While God provides these special pro
functions, we still have the responsibility of t
to the well-being of His creatures since He ga
dominion over them. We can help share knos
on how to protect turtles and their nests whe;
they may exist. Current laws prohibit harmir
species found in U.S. waters. Harassing, capt
hurting sea turtles in Hawaii is punishable by
up to $2,000 and / or thirty days in jail.

Shockingly, all seven species of sea ti
are endangered, and if we don’t take action tc
them now, we’ll soon lose these amazing, gen
creatures of the sea forever.

If these awkward amphibians can cro
line dividing land and water and flourish in ¢
deep sea environments, then we, too, can deg
the Creator’s wisdom to help us function whe
may go as promised in Matthew 28:20. ““Sur
with you always, to the very end of the age™”

Dilosi Allgain writes from Port Harcourt, Nigeric
he is a student and freelance writer who runs an v
Christian blog, wwuw.aclick4christ.wordpress.com
hopes to start a turtle conservancy someday. Jenn
associate editor of Creation Illustrated.
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The Creation of Animals,
Creeping Things,
and Humans
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the Creation week. S
are divided into segm
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the seventh day of the
week when God crea
day of rest and worst
series of stories varies
writers and fresh imag
hope you enjoy this ¢
at God’s handiwork a
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in depth.




required creating our Milky Way Galaxy
and then our solar system that has eight
planets that help protect the earth from
outer space debris such as meteorites.

Designed very differently from all
of the other planets, the earth (referred to
as the water planet) exists as the only one
in which water can simultaneously exist in
three forms—solid, liquid, and gas. Then
He had to make the earth ready for human
habitation. He did all these things in the
six Creation days as described in Genesis
chapter one. The end goal of the Creation
week, from day one to day six, was the
creation of humankind.

Creation day six provided the

instructions—to fill the earth with their
offspring and to care for the earth. When
creating the land animals, God reminded
readers that the creatures were created
according to their kind. “Then God

said, ‘Let the earth bring forth the living
creature according to its kind"” (Genesis
1:24). The Genesis kind is not a modern
taxonomic category but a logical grouping
that is still used today. Examples include
the cattle kind, the dog kind, and the
camel kind. Modern taxonomy, developed
only in 1735 by Carl Linnaeus, set forth in
his Systema Naturae has been extensively
modified at the discovery of new animal

types.



insects as chronicled in Genesis 1:24,
25—"cattle and creeping thing and beast
of the earth, each according to its kind’;
and it was so. And God made the beast
of the earth according to its kind, cattle
according to its kind, and everything
that creeps on the earth according to its
kind. And God saw that it was good.”
The livestock included animals designed
specifically for farm work both then and
now that shows God had humans in mind
from the beginning.

Also created on day six were the
nondomesticated animals including lions,
tigers, bears, deer, beaver, raccoons, and
hundreds of other mammal kinds that

the ground may sound more
factual, but all life on earth u
comes from and is sustained
Plants obtain their minerals ¢
building material from the sc
herbivores in turn live off of
Carnivores then live off of th
and ultimately when all anin
minerals and biochemicals re
soil in an endless well-desigr
system.

Created in a separate
unconnected to the animals,
revealed that they were not j:
apes as some teach. Also cre
dust of the earth, Adam come



the fish of the sea, over the birds of the
air, and over the cattle, over all the earth
and over every creeping thing that creeps
on the earth’” (Genesis 1:26). Created in
the image and likeness of God offered a
description bestowed on no other life form
that He created. Humans, in contrast to
all of the other physical life forms, were
in many ways like their Creator—sharing
personality, intellectual, and emotional
traits.

Also true of no other life form,
God commanded humans to rule and
have dominion over all the creatures
including fish, birds, creeping things, and
even the nondomesticated animals. “Then

over every living thing that moves on the
earth’” (Genesis 1:28).

Then God gave humans every
seed-bearing plant and every fruit tree
(except one) for food. (See Genesis 1:29.)
And, He added in verse 30, “‘I have
given every green herb for food"” for the
creatures. “Then God saw everything
that He had made, and indeed it was very
good. So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day; and it was so” (Genesis
1:31). Notice that on the end of nearly all
the other days of the Creation week, we
read “God saw that it was good.” But at
the end of Creation day six we read that is
was very good.
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detail, especially about the events of day
six pertaining to the creation of humans
who were assigned to take care of the
plants and animals in the Garden of
Eden. But they were without names; so,
God brought the livestock, birds, and the
nondomesticated animals to Adam so he
could name them.

Taking care of this paradise with
all of its trees, plants, and animals was a
lot of work for one person; so, God told
Adam, “It is not good that man should be
alone”” (Genesis 2:18). Psychologically all

persons need friendships and companions.

While God likely had many conversations
with Adam, he needed the companion of

“Then the rib which the Lorc
taken from man He made ini
and He brought her to the m
2:22). Adam now had a com
a helper for the work of mait
Eden paradise in which they
When Adam first sav
he acknowledged “*This is n
my bones and flesh of my fle
be called Woman, because st
out of Man”” (Genesis 2:23).
and Eve all humans descend
there is only one race—the h
God not only made a
a female, He made them in s
that both were required to fu



and the father. As Genesis 2:24 teaches,
a man and a woman were to leave their
mothers and fathers and become one
flesh, united in their role of nurturing
children.

So, why did God create
humankind as His crowning act on the
sixth day of the Creation week? He not
only wanted to provide cooperative
human interaction in caring for His
creation; He also wanted to have an
eternal relationship with humanity for
whom He created everything. [@

Jerry Bergman, PhD, writes from Montpelier,

Ohio, and has taught biology, genetics,

for many publications, as well as several books.
References:

Morris, Henry. 1976. The Genesis Record.
A Scientific & Devotional Commentary on the
Book of Beginnings. Grand Rapids, Mich.:
Baker.

Sarfati, Jonathan. 2015. The Genesis
Account. A Theological, Historical and
Scientific Commentary on Genesis 1-11.
Powder Springs, Ga.: Creation Publishers.
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that species have changed in significant ways
is unbiblical is the notion that such changes a
responsible for creating various kinds of plant
animals that populate our world.

We should reexamine the phrase “afte
kind” and recognize that it refers to the creati
many different kinds of organisms during Cr
week but does not address the question of wt
they change or not. This biblical teaching of «
diversity followed by corruption due to sin is
incompatible with the general theory of evolt
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Encode vs. Evolution

If evolution is a result of mutations oc
randomly over long periods of time, then the
genome would just be filled with extra stuff—
DNA.

The ENCODE (or Encyclopedia of D
Elements) Project undermined the junk DNA
and simultaneously fulfilled an intelligent de:
prediction that non-coding parts of the genon
prove functional. Junk-DNA proponents like
Graur were upset at the time admitting, as Jo:
Wells reported, “If encode is right, evolution :
wrong.”

Well, ModENCODE (ENCODE for mu
organisms) found “unprecedented complexit
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Angeles and other western cities and towns as skilled
hunters of pets, as well as invading small farms where
llamas, sheep, alpacas, and goats provide easy prey.
Even attacks on small children have increased.

e Bears in North America have a keen memory and
sense of smell and will naturally gravitate to easily
found food sources like neighborhood garbage cans.

* Coyotes found in urban areas across North America
pass the survival skills on to their offspring that is
called “natural habitat-biased dispersal.”

Tips For Simple Living

Observing and studying wildlife forests,
national and state parks, and the seashore is a
wonderful activity, but what do you do when the
wildlife is in your neighborhood or on your own land?

of the air, and to every beast of the field”
2:20). What a thrill this must have been {
understanding the complexity of the vas
creatures that God had just created. God
the blessing and instructions to have dor
the fish, fowl, cattle, and every creeping

Did Adam and Eve understand t
of interrelated ecosystems in the Garden
Humanity is still seeking understanding
to fulfill this heavenly instruction—to ca
creatures of the earth amid great challen;

God sees every creature and kno’
needs. Luke 12:6 says, “Are not five spa
two farthings, and not one of them is for;
God?” (KJV). He wants us to love and ¢
creation the way He does.
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wondering what kind
been blessed to see th
I rushed home after w
quickly found it in my
red-eyed bulbul. Isa
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suddenly landed in a tree and
began vigorously slamming its
head against a branch. Within a
few seconds it flew away, and I
stood frozen in amazement at the
bizarre performance. Then I ran to
consult my bird book.

After a little research, I
concluded I had just witnessed
a southern carmine bee eater
enjoying its breakfast! It turns
out that those acrobatic turns

'y I R M. Oy gy | I

the bee-eater information in my
Birds of Southern Africa and learned
that besides bees, these creatures
also ate grasshoppers, locusts,
water bugs, beetles, dragonflies,
butterflies, and cicadas. God gave
them long, slightly curved bills

to help them hunt and dig. They
don’t make their nests in trees like
other birds, however. Instead, they
use their bills like shovels to dig
out nesting perches in sandbanks
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ant lessons. First, signs of
creativity, beauty, goodness,
ace can be found all around
look for them. Thad lived in
a for months before noticing
thora of brightly colored
1at surrounded me, and once
d looking, I discovered more
ay.

It is the same process with
; God. Once we recognize
odness, we become
ves of grace and discover
>vidence of God’s presence

R e

has a bee-eater solutic
we perceive to be pro
become conduits of G
We simply need to ha
courage to trust Him
patience to wait for H

Alyson Rockhold servea
missionary in Haiti, Tai
Zambia. She now write
Texas, where she and he
continue to explore Goa
while gleaning vital less
sharing with others.
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demand for the quality, nutritious produce.

With a constant focus on learning more about how God designed His garde
new discoveries kept sprouting up. One day as I contemplated how birds and anir
seeds, [ realized that as a seed goes through the gut of a creature, the tiny morsel ge
with organisms from the natural digestive microbiome. Then as seeds get deposite
ground, they conveniently get dispatched with a fertilizer package. During the las
have used Peruvian sea bird guano as a fertilizer and have witnessed it to be the m
in feeding the plants.

In addition, as I read through the Bible, I found that Job, who was the most
farmer, fed the microbial life in the soil. ““If my land cries out against me, and its f
weep together; if [ have eaten its fruit without money, or caused its owners to lose 1
then let thistles grow instead of wheat, and weeds instead of barley”” (Job 31:38-40
way of expressing its health condition by what grows naturally in it. I have watche
is properly inoculated with beneficial bacteria and fed with a molasses-based food
growing lush grass instead of weeds and thistles.

Furthermore, scientific researchers have discovered that plant roots appear



life-sustaining signature of approval within His design.

A fascinating book called The Hidden Half of Nature by David R. Montgomery and
Anne Bikle tells how the Darwinian theory of survival of the fittest has had to change due to
recent microscopic discoveries about the complexities of the smallest forms of life in the soil.
Even single-celled life forms live in symbiosis with other similar forms of life where mutually
beneficial cooperation can be observed at every level. This has underscored that our purpose
in creation is to minister and in turn be ministered unto, or as Jesus said, “/Give, and it will be
given to you”” (Luke 6:38, NIV).

One of the most common questions I am asked is: “What do you do about pests or
diseases?” For the most part, I do not have a lot of experience dealing with pests or disease
issues. It seems that the healthier the soil and the stronger the plants, the more resistant they
are to pests and disease. But nature also offers helpful creatures and plants that will work to
eradicate these issues for us.

Providing bluebirds with nesting boxes will attract these feathered friends to eat bugs
and feed them to their hatchlings. Putting hummingbird feeders in fruit trees invites these agile
creatures to chase away other birds that want to eat your precious fruit. Bat houses enable these



Such interdependence
as the oldest and most reliable
earth and water it, You greatly
goodness, and Your paths drij

Darren Greenfield, also a pastor,
for Weimar University—a 450-a
teaching God’s design so that pai
your soul prospers” (3 John 1:2).
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Like a glistening necklace
1s, the barrier islands of
stretch along its southeastern
ast from Galveston to the
ande. Among those pearls
ower half of Galveston
—a stunning amalgamation
hes, grasslands, and
ter marshes that follow
gth of the island from
.uis Pass to Surfside Beach.
10re than twelve miles of
s and two thousand acres of
2loped barrier island habitat,
ton Island provides an avian
se.

times; when weather
allow, flocks of thous:
seen along the beache

Beyond the be
and dunes lay a vast ¢
saltwater marsh wher
diversity of life explo
shallow tidal waters ¢
teem with fish and in
that offer a smorgasbs
hungry herons, egret:
and various other wa
most notable birds of
the herons, egrets, wk
well as the great blue:
tri-colored-, and nigh



plethora of passerines, and in the creatio

spring and fall the woodlands His cre
fill with the cacophony of untold psalmi
numbers of singing neotropical eyes of
migrants. Among the towering give th
trees warblers, vireos, grosbeaks, time.
buntings, orioles, and other satisty

"

migrating flocks find an abundance thing

of food and safety among the leafy

branches. Bobby 1

With more than three Univer:
hundred bird species coming professc
to feast on Galveston Island, it Serves
remains a popular destination Woodpe
among those who love to explore of his w

and observe God’s great creation. |www.be
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1S crazy,
strong.

tongues.

doasts of
by such
how the
. God
1 hurt

. you
rds can
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be like that. Ask God to help you know -
because Satan likes to start fires with our

Chameleons know when to use t
and when to keep their mouths closed. 1
to talk in class and when to listen. We ca
our words to help someone have a better
for a friend, or to tell someone about Goc
talking to someone who needs a kind wc
them to feel alone and empty.

My fourth-grade teacher was the
had with a pet living in her classroom. V
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Spirit can change us from the inside out. Just like the
chameleon, the way we react shows our true colors or
the way we really are beneath the surface of our skin.

How do we react about the people around
us—brothers, sisters, parents, friends, and others? Are
we always kind and helpful? Or can we sometimes
get frustrated? Can people tell when we're having a
bad day or feel gloomy? Iam so glad that we have
a loving God we can pray to when we need Him to
understand how we feel or to change how we react to
a situation.

I am thankful that we can go to the Bible and
read about people who depended on God when in
pain or scared or alone. God cares for us so much that

depending on what is happening in his
change and grow stronger under any cir
as long as we are close to God. Just like |
and cared for that chameleon in my four
classroom, we have friends and family w
care for us so God can work in our lives -
changes we may need.

Although chameleons are wondr
even more wondrous is our walk of faith
Do people see the changes in us? How ¢
tongues to help someone know God bett
pray for someone? Do you need to spen
getting to know God better by reading tt
will help you let others see your faith grc



OT Tne IiTe ana power oT TNe resurrected LNrist,
the winds of conflict are unable to break them.
Instead they bend, yet stay true, kind, and
friendly. People without the indwelling power
of Christ are like dead trees:they snap into rude
and angry quarrels and are not fun to be
around; but where there is life there is flexibil-
ity and joy. “He that hath the Son hath life. He
that hath not the Son of God hath not life.” 1
John 5:12.

When Jesus was on His way to the cross of Cal-
vary to pay the penalty for our sins on a dead
tree, women began to weep when they saw
Him suffering. He thought of the future and

WOO0Qas ... INrougn ail tne Wonaerrul, eventrui
centuries since Christ's time . .. and long
before that ... God cared for these trees,
saving them from drought,

avalanches,

disease,

and a thousand straining,
leveling, tempests and floods; but He
cannot save them from fools.” Taken from

The American Forest by John Muir.

Man can take a living tree and make it dead.
But man cannot take a dead tree and make it
live. With what careful respect then should we
take life from a tree when we cannot give it's
life back! One of the miracles of redemption is
that a dry tree, a person dead in trespasses and
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5. List the Bible references that tell how bread is made. pp. 10, 11

II. Re-Creation and Restoration Outdoors —*Papua Indonesia by Land”
story, pages 12-19

What was the reason the author went to the remote village? Explain how remote it is. p. 14

How do the villagers arrange their huts? What was used as a temporary school and home?

Explain the type of celebration the villagers gave the teachers to show their thanks. pp. 15,

What is the tropical water cycle of Pupa Indonesia? How does it support life on the island ¢
God’s Word? (Isaiah 55:10, 11) pp. 16, 17

5. Explain the sacrifices and blessings of teaching in this remote village. Whose example are t

and what harvest will it bring forth? pp. 18, 19

Lol

ITI. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—“Surreal Sea Turtles” story, pages 20-
1. After laying around 150 turtle eggs, how many will hatch and live into adulthood? p. 23

2. What particles did researchers discover in the brains of sea turtles? What does it help them
3. List the seven species of sea turtles. p. 23
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