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Prior to launching Creation Illustra
magazine. One startling statistic caused 1
showed an 80 percent failure rate for new
opening a new restaurant, which generall

In our prayerful quandary, we sot
forward? God inspired our hearts to step
businessman, Creation Illustrated became a reality while claiming promises tound in 1 Corinthiz
30. “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in
to shame the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are nof
to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. And be
him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, righteousness and sanctifica
redemption, so that, it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord"” (ESV). If this faii
worked, all glory and honor would go to God.

We knew He could see us through the highs and lows of publishing, but because mark:
publication was so costly, we were not able to launch it with a big promotional budget that mo
magazines have available. With humble beginnings and much prayer, Creation Illustrated grad
grew by some direct mail efforts but mostly by word of mouth. Today we still seek to grow to
sustainable level so many more souls can be blessed by the spiritually uplifting articles, captiv:
photos, and character-building lessons that bring conviction.

In the last decade with the rise of digital media and a smart phone or tablet in almost e
hand, the availability of nearly infinite information 24 /7 placed us in a tumultuous rising tide |
messages vying for attention. As a result, the publishing industry has taken a big hit. The esti
revenue of periodicals in the U.S. fell sharply from 46 billion in 2007 to just over 26 billion in 2
the giants in publishing like Meredith Corp. have seen great decreases in subscriptions and ad
that we also experienced.

Where does that leave our modest nonprofit publishing ministry? We continue to pres;
amid the onslaught of competing forces. But since we do not espouse survival of the fittest, we
that our surrender to God’s will is sufficient. The good news is that U.S. consumers still prefer
print magazines over digital. In fact, the total number of magazine readers in the U.S. has actu
a slight increase in the last decade.

We wear a lot of different hats here at Creation Illustrated Ministries; our staff remains
in order to stay lean and afloat in stormy waters. Our two main prayers when we started were
provide a top-quality publication that is easy to share, and (2) that it would attract faithful reac
from a variety of different backgrounds. We welcome your prayers, your willingness to spreac
word about Creation Illustrated, and your very generous donations that encourage us beyond 1
By God'’s sustaining grace we will continue to reveal His glory to a hurting world that needs tt
transformational Creation message so that all can become a new Creation in Christ Jesus. That’
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language.
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We flew alongside the shoreline of the small island giving us a good view of Papua Diving
Resorts before continuing onto the airport at the larger island of Waigeo. After landing, a group
from Papua Diving picked us up, and soon we found ourselves skimming across the water in an
outboard-powered boat on our way to Kri Island.

The sun hovered low on the horizon as we disembarked at the Sorido Bay Resort of
Papua Diving. Walking down the pier we soon stepped into a little piece of paradise. Lush
rainforests covered the hilly island and spilled down to the shoreline. Small cabins lay nestled in
the trees just above the thin strip of sandy white beach.

The calm and tranquil water had no crashing waves. Everything felt so peaceful—a
welcomed break from the constant traffic noise that saturated the atmosphere near the mission
plane’s home base. Even Jesus instructed His disciples to take a reprieve from the demands of
ministry. “And He said to them, ‘Come aside by yourselves to a deserted place and rest a while.’
For there were many coming and going, and they did not even have time to eat” (Mark 6:31).
Although I had forgotten my sweater at the plane, the perfect evening temperature had no hint
of chill in the air, and that’s the way it stayed all night—a soothing balm.
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speed. I watched them rapidly hopscotch their way out of view, and then I went out to the pier
to see another curious spectacle taking place. A staff member was tossing scraps of meat into
the water where they vanished in a flurry of splashes. Our missionary pilot, Gary Roberts, had
previously witnessed this morning routine.

“What are they feeding?” I queried.

“Reef sharks,” he explained.

Sure enough, I could look down into the shallow water and see a couple dozen or so
small sharks, perhaps three feet long, darting around in a feeding frenzy. Though they were
small and mostly harmless, it felt odd to realize I was looking at real sharks a few feet below me.

The nearby forest habitat contained a variety of unique creatures, as well. As we walked
along a path toward a shop where our host was rebuilding helicopters for conservation use, we
spotted some odd mounds several feet high between the trees.

“Can you guess where those mounds came from?” our host asked. I shook my head.

“They’re actually made by something quite small,” he explained. “These are bush turkey
nests” ... yet another amazing creature I had only heard about until now. Though I couldn’t



experiences tnrough the years. Lne oI the dIstinctive reatures that sets ‘apua L1ving apart rrom
other similar businesses is that they don’t run dive tours on Saturdays, reserving it as a day of
rest to honor the biblical Sabbath.

“When we were starting up the resort, people told me, “You can’t be successful if you
don’t run the tours on Saturdays,”” founder Max Ammer recounted. He was committed to
following the Lord, though, and that’s exactly what he did. “Then we ended up discovering we
were on top of one of the richest diving sites in the world,” he laughed with a big grin. Inspired
to see how God has blessed Max and the resort really illustrated in my mind the verse that says,
“’those who honor Me I will honor”” (1 Samuel 2:30).

As we made our way back to the waterfront, Max offered to let us borrow some
equipment and go snorkeling—an opportunity I wouldn’t miss for anything. After changing
into our swimwear, we collected masks, snorkels, and fins; then launched some paddleboards to
go exploring. Having visited here before, Gary knew of a place where we could catch a gentle
current and use it to drift alongside a stretch of a shallow coral reef.

Reaching the spot, we put on our masks, lay down on the boards, and dipped our
heads into the water. The completely separate, parallel world beneath the water’s surface was



Uurcnins witn tneir black barps Keeping curious OnlooKers at bay. Lut of the corner or my eye
some movement caught my attention. Iturned my head and saw a small sea turtle gracefully
swimming away. I wished I had some kind of a camera to capture this underwater spectacle, but
Ijust had to do my best to sear the images into my memory.

The current slowly pulled us along the coral corridor as the scenes of underwater
life drifted beneath us with each creature playing its part in the Creator’s remarkable marine
ecosystem. Getting to just relax and observe it all seemed like riding one of those tram tours
at the zoo, except it was so much more fascinating! Plus, on this floating journey we beheld
everything in its natural habitat.

Although the water was generally warm, occasional patches of cool water drifted up
from the lower depths making the late afternoon a bit chilly. I bade farewell to the aquatic
wonderland and followed Gary back to shore. We would be back to work soon, as the
conservation project was scheduled to start the following morning.

Our short but unforgettable stay at Kri Island with the undersea excursion had definitely
been my cherished highlight of the trip. It's amazing how something as simple as a plastic mask
can open a view to a completely new, otherwise-hidden world. As I mused at that concept, a



from view. But it won't remain that way for long! As Jesus promised, “I go to pre)
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you
that where I am, there you may be also’” (John 14:2, 3). I can’t wait to see the thing
prepared for His children far beyond anyone’s imagination—an eternal excursion ¢

T

those who freely choose to embrace it.

Michael Lombart writes from Weimar, California, where he works as a flight instructor afte
years in Papua, Indonesia, with a mission aviation service. This concludes part two of his 1
on his experiences in the tropics—by air, by sea, and by land. Watch for the next edition of
lustrated where he will share a week-long adventure at a jungle village in the heart of the
mountainous interior.
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salvation God extends to His people. Salvation is
often referred to as living water such as in John 7:37,
38: “On the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus
stood and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone thirsts, let him
come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of
living water.””

Also used in scripture as a symbol of God’s
unbreaking promises, Isaiah 44:3 assures, “For |
will pour water on him who is thirsty, and floods
on the dry ground; I will pour My Spirit on your
descendants, and My blessing on your offspring.”
God promises comfort to His people, and He uses
water to demonstrate this ever-flowing and powerful

to their scriptural significance, waterfalls
many unique aspects regarding their for1
striking similarity to God’s relationship y

When water rushes through an a
significant power, it buffets the rock und
a relatively smooth, hard channel that es
waterfall’s path. Similarly, God allows c
of life to pressure, hew, strengthen, and s
character. James 1:2-4 explains, “My bre
all joy when you fall into various trials, k
the testing of your faith produces patienc
patience have its perfect work, that you 1
and complete, lacking nothing.”

In the same way that waterfalls h



in the lobby. Many scientific studies have been
done to try to figure out what causes this calming
effect, and one important discovery points to the
high concentration of negative ions around moving
water, especially near oceans or waterfalls. Negative
ions increase serotonin levels in the brain, which has
many positive effects such as relieving stress and
depression, as well as boosting energy. Even without
the beneficial effects of negative ions, the sight and
sounds of water (including photos and videos) can
calm a weary soul.

Waterfalls provide a perfect place to relieve
anxiety and help represent the peace God wants to
shower upon us. If you go to a waterfall, you will

seemed to be attracted to the tranquility
waterfall, which triggered a verse in my
says, “The Lord is good to all, and His te
are over all His works” (Psalm 145:9).

The peace water provides can be
multiple passages of scripture. One of tk
known is Psalm 23:2, “He makes me to li
green pastures; He leads me beside the s'
God wants us to have peace that comes f
and both still water and waterfalls create
manifestation of His creation promoting
peace.

The thrill of finding a waterfall is
discovering a hidden gem—a discovery f
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Though a dragonfly nymph is ur
designed for its murky environment, this
form is like us in strangely wonderful wx
in darkness and being born once does nc
its destiny. At God’s call, the nymph’s fc
gluttonous way of life must cease. Darka
holds sway, and the new life must take p
Amazingly, the animal leaves its former |
swims toward the light of day and the be
expansive creation. Headed for a life of |
feeble insect locates a plant emerging thr
water’s surface, crawls up the stem, and
What happens next is nothing short of a

A brand new creature breaks fort
old casing, and slowly the adult insect la
emerges. The blood of the creature is pu
through the body that expands along wilit 1> wigp,
transforming them into wondrous lacy appendages.
As its strength and vitality manifest, one could say
that it has been born again!

The hovering dragonfly contrasts vividly with
the former drab creature of darkness; now brilliantly
colored in radiant hues, the winged creature dazzles
even casual onlookers. Previously, it could only crawl
along the bottom of a murky pond and jet forward a
few inches if necessary; now the expanse of the sky
extends its home. Now free to do what the loving
Creator ordained since the beginning, the dragonfly
adorns its surroundings like a blossom in flight.
Although its beauty can be likened to the adornments
of the plant world, this dynamic flyer is actually
carnivorous and is responsible for keeping small insect
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puzzled because the dragonfly (which many
scientists believe is highly evolved) has basically been
unchanged through the ages. Fossil evidence reveals
that dragonflies of the past were colossal in size with
nymphs over a foot long and adults having wingspans
of three feet! The oldest fossils show dragonflies as
fully formed, highly complex creatures rather than in
some intermediate stage of development or evolution.
As followers of Jesus, we know that these
specimens of the past were birthed in a paradise.
Their finitely complex design began in the mind
on an infinitely creative Craftsman in a garden of
immeasurable beauty—totally unlike the scenery we
find today. The fossil record of dragonflies from this
ancient garden exhibit just a morsel of a paradise lost,
but they also provide reminders of the paradise yet to
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DAY 5

PART 2
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The Creation of Birds
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makeup of His avian creatures would
need to perform some amazing feats
someday. He knew that the Arctic tern, for
example, would need remarkable abilities
to migrate a total of 1.5 million miles
during its thirty years of life—roughly
three trips to the moon and back!

Birds, in fact, became the first
air-breathing creatures above the face of
the earth. “Then God said, . . . ‘let birds
fly above the earth across the face of the
firmament of the heavens’” (Genesis 1:20).
And to this day, they continue to obey
their Creator’s commands rooted in the
very definition of His character found in 1
John 4:8—"God is love”—that continually

love toward us?

God designed the birds to fulfill
a definite purpose in our world. In fact,
many believe we could not survive on this
sin-marred planet without the assistance
these feathered friends provide. Yet, we
so often take birds for granted and do not
consider God’s wisdom when He created
so many winged creatures.

The Genesis account continues
to chronicle, “And God said, Let . .. [the]
fowl that may fly above the earth in the
open firmament of heaven. And God
created . . . every winged fowl after his
kind: and God saw that it was good. And
God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful,



of the multiplying birds reveal one of the
vital instincts God placed in these unique
creatures ensuring that they would spread
out and inhabit all the earth to partake of
the abundance of food so certain regions
would not be overrun with insects.

The total number of bird species
long believed by the scientific community
hovered around nine to ten thousand,
but new research has the estimate closer
to eighteen thousand species. A decade
ago two scientists estimated two hundred
to four hundred billion individual birds
inhabit the earth, which amounts to
about forty to sixty birds per person.

And we need every one of those birds

not tell you, for all the world
everything in it” (Psalm 50:1
God gave us the birds, not o1
our world and make it more
also to keep in check the rod:
populations—especially sinc
up more than ninety percent
life forms on earth!

God also planned for
to migrate twice a year. Insti
migrating birds know where
how to return by navigating
stars, the sun, and the earth’s
some over vast oceans and h
the tallest mountains! Humr
weighing as little as an eight



Bar-headed geese fly over the Himalayan
Mountains at heights of 28,000 feet.
Some migratory birds fly at night
and navigate through the darkness in
the cooler air, which allows them to fly
longer. The Creator designed in them
physiological adaptations to allow the
necessary oxygen and metabolic processes
to function during long, non-stop
migratory journeys including increased
hemoglobin concentrations and gathered
energy from water-soluble fatty acids.
Migration routes like the arctic
tern’s circumpolar travels and the golden
plover’s flight to the most isolated
islands on the earth—Hawaii—astound

from Tahiti to the Hawaiian chain as

the birds travel to the North American
mainland. The Pacific golden-plover
winters across most of the warm Pacific
region from Hawaii to New Zealand and
Australia; then returns to nest in the arctic
and subarctic tundras, thus performing
one of the longest annual avian migrations
in the world.

In addition to fleeing from snowy
winters, migratory birds feed on the
abundance of bugs in the tropics. During
certain months Singapore hosts thousands
of barn swallows from the northern
climes. Suddenly they disappear, and
a couple months later another swarm
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their offspring. According to God’s plan
and orchestration, they wait until the
winter months have passed in their home
breeding grounds where an ample food
supply exists, which makes all the extra
effort worthwhile. “In all labor there is
profit” (Proverbs 14:23). “The plans of the
diligent lead surely to plenty” (Proverbs
21:5).

And baby birds have tremendous
appetites. Researchers recently calculated
how many insects were consumed in
thirty cliff swallows’ nests in twenty days.
With seven birds in each nest totaling two
hundred swallows eating roughly seven
hundred twenty insects per day equals

U.S., with more that one in f
disappearing in the last fifty
due to a loss of habitat from
encroachment and urban des
fact, common house cats kill
2.6 billion birds a year in No
But some bird species like w.
raptors have experienced an

Some avian species d
migrate during the winter m
the stunning red cardinal. O
bluebirds, woodpeckers, titn
chickadees, and Carolina wrni
find enough food to survive
A titmouse can grab a sunflo
mouthful of suet and fly off {



themselves.

Overall, God in His infinite
benevolence designed His avian
menagerie to continually help humans.
The birds not only consume unwanted
insects and rodents, but some are
especially made to be garbage collectors
that keep the environment clean of dead
creatures. Hawks, owls, and vultures do
a very good job at this while other species
eat weed seeds that helps control rampant
spreading of unwanted vegetation.

Perhaps to our greatest benefit,
the Creator uses birds to help illustrate
His insatiable love for us. One of the most
treasured verses is found in Matthew

all numbered. Do not fear therefore; you
are of more value than many sparrows.””
As migratory birds fly thousands
of miles fulfilling God’s plan for them,
many of them fall to the ground unable
to complete the journey. They have
given their lives in service to humankind,
and God sustains them until they have
fulfilled their duty. And since sparrows
can be found in many countries all over
the world, this object lesson can be
understood by a multitude of souls as
they look to the heavens in gratitude of
God’s love and plan of salvation. He bids
us in the last days to avoid the turmoil
of this world in Luke 21:28, ““Now when
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for complex organic molecules to be preserve
and survive for millions of years. These mole
become unstable and degrade, especially in t
presence of water. How are they then presery
fossils that allegedly are millions of years old
answer is that there are good reasons to belie’
these fossils are only a few thousand years ol
discovery of preserved organic molecules in f
provides a strong indication that fossils are n
as radiometric dating and the evolutionary th
suggest, which offers another excellent reasor
Christians to study fossils.

Condensed from a Geoscience Research Ins!
article by Raul Esperante, February 2021, wv

The Genius of Design

Although evolutionary theory says al
creatures descended from a common ancestor
one looks at animals today (or in the fossil rec
they appear to be unique creations with the a
adapt to fit their environments.

What we see is that the human genon
as a four-dimensional computer—a three billic
sequence of DNA that is able to turn sections
on and off. It is coiled into 3D fractal spheres
sections folded near each other combine to cr
levels of information. It changes shape over t
expose different areas of DNA needed to crea
thousands of different proteins.

This level of complexity is not limited
the genome but can be seen in the interdepen
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lawns. Then in the 1920s automobile use incr
and after WWII low-cost mortgages helped A
relocate out of the cities where lawns became
emblem of prosperity and leisure.

Today a well-kept summer lawn appe
peaceful sense of order to the eyes while prov
refuge and a place to play or relax. A nice lav
reportedly add around eleven percent to the »

a home, and the smell of freshly mowed lawr
chemicals in the brain that can increase feelin
happiness that help prevent mental decline.

Statistically, 80 percent of all America
have lawns; three billion hours a year are spe
mowing lawns; one gas-powered mower emi
much pollution as eleven cars, $40 billion is s
year to maintain and improve lawns.

The EPA estimate that a third of all water
from public sources gets used for landscaping with
the majority to water lawns. In the western drought-
parched states, 70 percent of public water is used for
landscaping. Every year U.S. homeowners apply
eighty million tons of synthetic fertilizers to their
lawns. Annually, ninety million pounds of fertilizer
and seventy-eight million pounds of pesticides keep
lawns flourishing.

Tips For Simple Living

Redesigning your yard or creating a new one
away from the traditional style can provide many
benefits such as low maintenance, limited mowing,
reduced water use, no pesticides, as well as saved
time, energy, and funds.

whom He had formed” (Genesis 2:8). Ar
righteous are gathered to live with the C
earth made new, He promised that “They
houses and inhabit them; they shall plan
and eat their fruit” (Isaiah 65:21).

“The Lord will guide you contint
satisfy your soul in drought, and strengt]
bones; you shall be like a watered garder
a spring of water, whose waters do not fe
58:11).

An often quoted Psalm 23:1-3 sa
is my shepherd; I shall not want. He ma
lie down in green pastures: he leadeth m
still waters. He restoreth my soul” (KJV)
pastures (lawns) are comforting, and we
to be better stewards for the benefit of all
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day from springs along many
sections of the sculpted red rock?
Some barely trickle, but during
intense storms the cascading flows
greatly increase from rainwater
draining off the canyon rims. If
you happen to be in the canyon
when that happens, as we were,
you won't forget the overwhelming
experience.

We have been blessed to
live near the Grand Canyon—one
of the most majestic spectacles on
earth revealing the magnificence
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particularly active monsoon season
that lasts from mid-June to mid-
September.

We started this trek on
the rough, unmaintained Hermit
Trail along the south rim of the
canyon on a Friday morning. The
three-day, two-night backpacking
excursion included six family
members. We knew a major
storm was predicted with possible
flooding starting sometime Friday
night and lasting through Saturday
night. But our permit (obtained
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any other options but to wait until
the creek level dropped, we saw

LA N A N A

a small overhanging ledge that
offered a little protection from
the pounding rain. After a bit of
scrambling, we all made it to the
shelter. God promises to protect us
as “a strength to the needy in his
distress, a refuge from the storm,
.... for the blast of the terrible
ones is as a storm against the wall”
(Isaiah 25:4).

There we sat, trapped.
Some of us shivered from being
so wet and cold. The potential for

B e o

ability to cross was the time it took

LIl WAL LR VAL

us to eat our lunch.

I sat there thinking,
praying, and fighting my anxiety
while reciting to myself Philippians
4:6, 7, about being anxious for
nothing. I realized that just as in
some storms of life we could do
nothing but wait patiently on God
and trust Him as David says this in
several psalms. Psalm 62 especially
addresses this as verse one
surrenders, “Truly my soul silently
waits for God; from Him comes my
salvation,” and verse five repeats,






of some formations in the canyon,
and we all enjoyed a spectacular
sunset. By the time we got into
our tents for the night, the clouds
had vanished revealing a famously
clear northern Arizona sky with a
multitude of brilliant stars.

We all agreed that we
were glad for the opportunity to
witness the effects of this powerful
storm in the canyon—to see the
creek at flood stage and to see all
the waterfalls cascading into the
canyon from various cliffs. The

global flood resulting in an altered
earth. (See Genesis 6-8 and 2 Peter
3:3-6.)

But after the flood God left
us with incredibly majestic land
features, like the Grand Canyon,
for all to explore and enjoy. During
and after the storms in our lives,
God can bring transformation in
the form of spiritual growth to
restore joy and hope. As Psalm
30:5 says, “Weeping may endure
for a night, but joy comes in the
morning.” Our adventure ended









finally ready, and some of the potatoes were the size of small squash. I cooked ther
the next several weeks, adding a few late carrots and parsnips from beds that had 1
harvested before the leaves turned.

During this months-long potato vigil, [ pondered the growth of my relation
nonbelievers, including some enduring friendships. The gospel seed had been plan
and, while a certain few were still asking questions, others were now avoiding the
The greenery of early evangelical shoots slumped over time; leaves of rich convers:
and drooped with despair. Sadness crept over me like moss, and I wondered why
allow such relationships to begin if He was not going to be glorified or if my friend
going to accept Christ as their Savior after so much waiting and hoping,.

Of course, God’s work takes place in His own time according to His will an
result of my preconceived schedule. He will bring fruit from cold ground or dry bc
Ezekiel 37.) He is a resurrecting God. On the surface we sometimes see brown, rot
hopelessness because a friend has rejected Christ. Our plans appear to have gone t
this is His gospel, His plan that works beneath the surface, invisibly and mysteriou
His own crop of souls that will be ready to harvest even as the soil above slickens v



attention. I'm taking nourishment from the harvest by seeking my own success apart from Him,
and my fruit is predictably undersized.

However, not all hidden fruit is underground. Beans are camouflaged by foliage,
cherries hide in shadows, and squash shelter under huge leaves. Some fruit will swell and
burst, succumb to insects, or toughen into seed if it is overlooked. Animals will feast; wasps and
worms will attack.

Likewise, new and vulnerable believers struggling with shame and unbelief will try to
disappear, and if more mature Christians don’t tend to their needs and nurture their growth,
they risk drying out or rotting where they remain.

But God and the Holy Spirit work one-on-one with individuals, and we can’t control
the outcome. Regardless of His timing, Jesus calls upon each of us to remain committed to be
a field worker for the head Gardener. ““The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few’”
(Matthew 9:37). It is my job to learn from His example of never giving up on seeking a soul for
the kingdom. Sometimes I need to get on my hands and knees and search more thoroughly
between the vines, climb a ladder and part branches, patiently enjoy each phase of growth, and
then celebrate even when the harvest is small but healthy.



'

This gives me hope.
darkness, and the light dwelle
my eyes tells me to give up ar
potatoes entirely, God prepare
find out the Almighty unto pe
know when and where to dig

Candice Lucey writes from Salm
her to explore and share God'’s ob
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ilderness camp was always one of my mouth one at a time as we walked an
my favorite weeks of the summer. I joy. “These are so much better than bluel

loved meeting new friends, singing the store!”
songs to God by the campfire, and Our camp counselor, Lexi, grinne
hiking up the mountain. because you're eating them right from Gi
One summer, my friend Anna and I arrived Isn’t it great?” And the first book of the |
just in time for one of nature’s sweetest surprises— this gift. “And God said, ‘See, | have giv
wild blueberry season, which lasted only a few weeks  herb that yields seed which is on the face
each year at camp. We walked the trail from the earth, and every tree whose fruit yields s
pavilion to the field, admiring the bright berries hiding shall be for food”” (Genesis 1:29).
low in the bushes at our knees. I popped them into Anna ate another mouthful. “I1c
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10 the container. ~L1d you Know I'ennsylvan
different kinds of wild blueberries? Highbus
are more common by streams and wet areas,
lowbush berries are often along trails, like the

“That’s cool,” I said as [ wiped a laye:
off my forehead. The already warm sun wari
hot day to come.

Anna tossed a few more berries into t
container asking, “Are we almost done?”

“Yeah, are we?” a few of the other car
echoed.

Lexi held up the container. “We're ab
halfway done. You know, there’s actually a p
talks about the joy and gift of working for ou
It says, ‘Blessed is every one who fears the Lc
walks in His ways. When you eat the labor o



WeeK.

“What do you mean?” I asked.

“We treat others like we want to be treated,
and it's the same thing with sharing. We share with
others like we want them to share with us,” Lexi
explained about the Golden Rule. “But the truth is,

I don’t really want to share the pie either; it's my
favorite too!”

Even though Lexi said she agreed with our
desire to eat the whole pie, her words stopped us in
our tracks. We looked at the beautiful dessert on our
plates and picked at it with our forks. I thought of a
verse we talked about in Bible study that morning;:
“But do not forget to do good and to share, for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased” (Hebrews 13:16).

“Well, maybe we could share just a little,” I

SrOoup. ALl UHITKITE T ScIIe g, we turmed w
Lexi, and Anna said, “Maybe instead of having second
slices, we could give them the rest of the pie.”

Lexi gave us a proud smile and said, “I bet
they’d like that a lot.”

And they sure did! In fact, our blueberry pie
was sweeter for two reasons. One, we picked the fruit
ourselves. And two, we brightened someone else’s
day. We shared the gifts of God’s creation, and joy
filled our hearts—and stomachs.

Becca Wierwille writes from Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania,
where she teaches kindergarten. Her short stories for
children have been published in various magazines, and her
nonfiction inspirational writing has been featured in several
other publications. Learn more at[beccawierwille.con]



https://beccawierwille.com/

skyscraper with that kind of technology.

Similar to grass, as a Christian we are to grow
from the inside out. We are to accept Christ’s
principles first in our minds, and later, these
qualities will show on the outside, by our words
and actions.When cut or hurt by unkind words
we may emit the fragrance of a soft answer
that turns away wrath. When we suffer a sud-
den loss or tragedy, faith is an aroma that we
can manifest.

At times we may feel like a blade of grass that
has been cut. Our best friend may move away
or may say cutting unkind things to us.This loss

1Y GYTIHILISS WEIT 1Tauy. LINTWIST, U
came, heaven had a plan of salvatio!
Christ’s mission to this world was one
ing. (See Luke 4:18) Someone in our fai
be hurt physically, mentally or spiritu
may become one of Christ’s healing a
By our kindness and sympathy we ¢
them bear their pain or loss.

M)
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the author? p. 8
4. What were some of the underwater sea life and island wildlife that the author was able to ol

II. Creation Up Close—‘Healing Waterfalls” story, pages 16-19
1. Where is the largest waterfall in the world located? p. 16
2. What is the name of the world’s tallest waterfall? What waterfall has the largest volume of -

3. List some of the symbols that water is used to illustrate in the scripture. pp. 17, 18
4. Explain how waterfalls can enhance a person’s mental clarity and mood. p. 18
5. How do negative ions affect a person’s health? p. 19

ITII. Creatures Near and Dear to Us—“Dazzling Dragonflies’ story, pages 2
What is the stage between each molt called? How long can these stages last? p. 22

Explain some of the unique designs of the dragonfly nymph. p. 22

What wonderful spiritual lesson is illustrated in the metamorphosis of the dragonfly? p. 22
How many species of dragonflies are there? p. 25

List ten amazing features of the dragonfly and what they teach you about God’s design. pp.

L
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