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Dear Readers:

When putting together each of the
involves choosing a stunning photograph
we get only one chance to make a first im

A few years ago when we were re
decided to go back to our original approa
magazines use the inside front and back cuver pages w gercrae a oL un auverusuy everue. 1
decided there should be no distraction from the peace and solace that we are trying to share th
uplifting and inspiring stories and photographs that are carefully chosen and edited.

So, in addition to a stunning front cover, we decided to open and close each edition wif
powerful two-page spreads containing stunning images and poignant yet simple words of Scri
poetry. We wanted readers to pick up Creation Illlustrated and literally take a deep breath (or ev
that expresses the awe they are experiencing. By definition awe is “an emotion, veneration, anc
that is inspired by authority or by the sacred or sublime.”

Yes, awe-inspiring is the appropriate term we strive to invoke with the contents of Creat
INustrated! We prayerfully seek to encourage emotion aimed at worshipful adoration of the Cr
and the wonders of Creation from His benevolent hand. To surrender to the supreme authorit
who is sacred, sublime, and sits upon the lofty, grand, and exalted heavenly throne of the univ:
invitation!

With regular exposure to the majesty and splendor of the Creator, the soul will be nurtt
grow and develop into the fullness of God’s character of love—to ““love the Lord your God wi
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,” and ‘your neigh
yourself’” (Luke 10:27).
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permission
phone call we received:

Your magazine
is such a treasure! [ take
older copies to doctors’
and dentists’ offices to
share them, and I get
good feedback. It is
such a wonderful way
to minister to other
folks. Sometimes I have
a hard time letting the
magazines go as I love
them so much. Praise
God for the beautiful
production that God
allows you to provide
for others to be blessed.

B. Blythe

Perry, Georgia

Drawn to this ...

I am not a
regular subscriber, but
I was drawn one day
to this magazine which
my mother had picked
up for free at a library
somewhere. It was an
older issue, Fall of 2005!
I was stirred by the
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sing on day five.) Plants provide an almost endless
variety of textures to gratify the sense of touch—from
the incredible softness of lamb’s ears to the prickliness
of the spruce boughs to the silky smoothness of rose
petals. The newly exposed rocks and minerals also
provided a wide variety of textural experiences in
addition to their myriad of hues.

Of course, God knew that people would need
to eat, and He provided a veritable cornucopia of
gastronomic delights. He could have created us with
the ability to absorb all the nutrients we need from the
soil, as earth worms do, but I am immensely thankful
that He did not. The incredible variety of plant food
that God provided was designed not merely to satisfy

has its own distinctive aroma, which grei
its appeal. Many people lose their sense
they get older, and though this does not :
any significant difference to their survive
affect their quality of life. Fragrance has
to do with flavor, or at least with our per
This fact was strongly impressed on my 1
years ago when our family lived in Aust
we were introduced to passion fruit for t
Friends assured us that they were delicic
though we all loved fruit and were usual
any new variety, passion fruit made us h
did not look very appetizing, and even w
did not smell appetizing. But the childre



Have you ever noticed that when people are given a
rose, the first thing they do is lift it to their nose and
inhale? The fragrance of flowers is often appreciated
as much as their visual appeal. Who can resist the
spicy aroma of carnations or the exquisite fragrance
of the lily of the valley or the invigorating smell of
the pine and cedar forests? When Adam drew in
his first deep breath of air, it was likely scented with
the delicately blended fragrances of flowers and
fruit trees. Pleasant fragrances can do a great deal to
promote a comfortable sense of well-being and are
sometimes used in aroma therapy and sold in the form
of essential oils.

Smells also seem to have a way of stimulating

Many years after Creation had be
by sin; God had His people set up the sas
the desert to be an ongoing demonstratic
plan of salvation. Because it was meant
the problem of sin, there were, of necessi
unpleasant sights, sounds, and odors ass
with the death and burning of the many
These took place in the outer court and v
to impress the sinner with the ugliness o
contrasted sharply with the majesty with
sanctuary, representing the “beauties of |
(Psalm 110:3). The sanctuary service, like
original Creation, spoke to humanity thr
than one of the senses. Visual beauty wa



be equal amounts of each. You shall make of these

an incense, a compound according to the art of the
perfumer, salted, pure, and holy”” (Exodus 30:34,

35). This incense burned day and night on the altar
of incense, and its fragrance wafted over the camp

of Israel, reminding them of the pure fragrance of
Christ’s righteousness, which He continually mingled
with their prayers as they ascended to heaven.

At the time of the morning and evening
sacrifices, the people generally could not see what
took place, but when they caught the fragrance of
fresh incense offered every morning and evening, they
were reminded of the sacrifice God had promised to
make in order to provide atonement for their sins.
“And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and
given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God

with the sanctuary service. “Butas for t
which you shall make, you shall not mak
yourselves, according to its composition.
you holy for the Lord. Whoever makes ¢
smell it, he shall be cut off from his peop
30:37, 38). If God had allowed this perfu
for common purposes, its power to evok
convictions, and reverent emotions woul
brought other things to the minds of the
besides what God had intended.

To God, the worship of His peop
sweet fragrance. After the Flood Noah o
sacrifices to express his gratitude to God.
Lord smelled a soothing aroma” (Genesi:
on the other hand, is represented as a fot
God: “"His stench will come up, and his



to reach the hearts of His people through as n
of their senses as possible in order to draw th
to Himself. Both show the wisdom, design, a
goodness of God in ways that will take an ete
of study to fully understand, but even thoug}
cannot hope to grasp the full depths of His lo
we can understand it enough to embrace it w
inhalation of reverent gratitude. We can resp
by surrendering all our faculties to Him and :
Him to make our lives fragrant with the char:
His Son and sweet aroma of His Holy Spirit t:
around us wherever we go and whatever we

Evelyn Sayler writes from Oliver, British Columb
she and her husband study the wonders of Creatio
God'’s design for His children.
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America—trumpeter swans and tundra ¢
migrate through Indiana each fall. Unlik
these birds swim with their necks only sl
or straight. True to their name, trumpete
breed in Canada) honk the loudest due &
structure of their windpipe. They are als
North American waterfowl with a wings
ten feet. To get airborne they need a run:
a hundred yards to flap and scamper. Tu
(that breed in the Arctic regions of Alask;
spend the winter months along the coast
California and North Carolina. Duringr
fly about four thousand miles each way ¢
enjoy successful journeys and resting pla
protections under the law.

Interestingly enough, for centurie
the Old World believed that only white s
in nature. However, in the second centu:
Roman poet named Juvenal wrote in his voun avuud
a rare bird (rara avis in Latin) that was considered a
fantastic creature—a black swan. As the Lord declared
in 1 Corinthians 1:19, “’I will destroy the wisdom of
the wise.”” This is often demonstrated in nature. In
1697 Dutch explorer Willem de Vlamingh found in
Western Australia some stunning black swans—large
birds with red bills, S-curved long necks, gray legs,
and black feathers (except for some white feathers on
their wings). “Oh, the depth of the riches both of the
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are His judgments and His ways past finding out!”
(Romans 11:33).

The Dutchman was so taken by this avian
anomaly that he commemorated the event by naming
the nearby waterway Black Swan River. Now full-size









11ings were made; witho;
as made that has been r

e found

Black swans, native to Australia and
naturalized in New Zealand, live in bevies (s«
numbering in the thousands) on lakes, wetlar
and coastal areas. While on water these wate
communicate by crooning, by producing hig}
signals, or by making loud calls that resemble
of a bugle. Unlike a white swan, a black swar
only one leg for swimming while the other le;
tucked above its tail; thus, the bird can quickl
change directions to escape from predators. :
interesting fact about black swans: males sit ¢
nests more than females (who need time awa
to lay several clutches per year). As a native
black swans are protected by the law in Austi

During the eighteenth century, black
were introduced to Europe, but today they ca
seen in many parts of the world (except Afric
Antarctica). For instance, one black swan cols
its home in Dawlish (Great Britain) and even
the town’s emblem. In the US, these exotic w
can be found in zoos, parks, and aviaries. W1
are not pinioned to limit their flight, they can
the wild. In fact, a pair of black swans was in
to Lake Forest Keys in California, and their of
now live on several lakes in the Orange Coun
Los Angeles.

After seeing multiple examples of the
Creator’s care for these majestic creatures tha
been allowed to be fruitful, multiply, and ado
world with their enchanting elegance, [ unde
better His great love for me, my family, and a
created in order to bless others. Now I am in

— John

to boldly witness about my Creator’s por
and grace since, “Through him all things









formation on an uphill slope surrounded by steep mountainsides. Gradually the v
larger as we descended. I yawned my jaw while feeling the air pressure in my ears
the plane spiraled earthward. Gary made one last circle of the landing area and the
eye-popping final approach.

We were now in the depths of the valley—a canyon, really—pointing direct
mountain wall. The trees hugging the steep slope grew larger and closer in the wit
the pilot finally banked the plane to fly alongside the jungle wall perhaps a hundre
from the branches. A waterfall slipped by on one side as I realized the top of it was
we were!

Half a mile ahead was the landing strip angling up a gentler slope. With v¢
pilot skill, Gary lined up with the strip and then committed to land. The once smo
airstrip drew closer, and details on the ground became clearer—ruts, small rocks, r«
and a few smoother areas. What also became clear was how much of an incline thi

The pilot eased the nose up to match the slope of the landing strip, and the
we were down and jolting along the bumpy terrain. He jabbed the rudder pedals t
to keep the plane rolling in the center of the slippery runway, and then he added sc



In just one short hour I had been transported from suburbia to a place you read about
or see only in documentary films. Yet, there I stood slowly turning around and gazing up at
the incredibly stunning and rugged green mountains that surrounded us on every side. The
excitement of the approach and the whine of the turbine engine were replaced by a solemn
quietness that whispered, “Be still, and know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

I glanced down the runway we had just landed on that could easily have been a beginner
ski slope if it had snow. Hardly a level spot of ground could be seen anywhere, and I would
come to learn over the ensuing weeks that most of the mountain runways presented equally
impressive and demanding landings, if not more so.

Welcome to Papua, Indonesia, a place I had come to spend some time in service with an
organization called Adventist Aviation Indonesia. A few years back, I took Creation Illustrated
readers on a snow camping adventure in the Sierra Nevada Mountains and before that on an
ascent up Mt. Whitney at 14,505 feet elevation. Now I found myself on the other side of the
world in the steamy tropics of Indonesia experiencing a completely different kind of adventure.
In a three-part series of stories, I will share some of my most memorable experiences during a
tour by land, sea, and sky of the incredible island that I called home for two years.



connecting the hundreds of villages in its interior with the outside world. Anyone
to travel to a larger town has the option of walking or perhaps using a river when j
through the lowlands. Either mode takes days if not weeks to reach any well-estab
destination.

Organizations like Adventist Aviation Indonesia turn days of exhausting tr.
matter of hours or minutes through the use of bush planes that can haul in building
or take passengers out to the main cities. Medical evacuations, student education,
importantly, access to the Word of God become possible. The challenging and ofte
environment presents many challenges, but reaching these souls is essential work t
a difference. As Romans 10:13-15 so poignantly put it, ““Everyone who calls on the
Lord will be saved.” How then are they to call on Him in whom they have not belic
are they to believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how are they to hear v
preacher? But how are they to preach unless they are sent?” The arrival of the mis
visibly illustrates the essence of the last part of the passage: “Just as it is written: ‘H
are the feet of those who bring good news of good things!"” (NASB).

While serving God’s children in these isolated communities, the pilots oper



Papua’s habitat also hosts more than four thousand six hundred vertebrate species from
the tree kangaroo and the cute, fluffy monkey-like cuscus (actually a marsupial) to large fruit
bats and flightless cassowaries (a large, clunky bird that looks like a cross between an ostrich
and a peacock). Flitting between the trees are birds of all shapes, sizes, and hues, with the most
famous species being the rare bird-of-paradise. Interestingly, no large mammal predators inhabit
the island, but along the rivers large crocodiles can sometimes be found.

While most of these creatures remain hidden from the view of air travelers, a fortunate
few can occasionally gaze down on a pair of hornbills gracefully winging their way across the
jungle canopy. Or at times one can look down and spot a tree that seems to be flecked with snow
that actually is a large flock of cockatoos perched in the jungle branches.

If you stop and think about the sheer number of animals that live here, it boggles the
mind to realize that their Maker watches over every single one of them. I doubt there is a
biologist who could name all of the species that inhabit Papua; yet, God tells us, “T know all the
birds of the mountains, and the wild beasts of the field are Mine” (Psalm 50:11).

And He doesn’t just know about them; He's actually interested in their well-being. In
case we would be tempted to think that the God of heaven is removed from all the events that



ing my prayers (as well as those of family and friends
part of our tour of this emerald island, I pray that yor
ower of God and a renewed sense of His love and car
taking you to a special oceanside paradise and shari
Creator and Redeemer. I'm looking forward to havin

s in the tropical paradise of Papua, Indonesia. He currentl
'ss humid yet almost as sunny Northern California.
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Spirit of God was hovering over the face
of the waters” (Genesis 1:2). By Creation
day three when the land separated, the
waters fled into their boundaries at the
sound of His voice—flowing over hills,
pouring into valleys, and eventually
settling in places where He established a
boundary they could not cross.

“You who laid the foundations of
the earth, so that it should not be moved
forever, You covered it with the deep as
with a garment; the waters stood above
the mountains. At Your rebuke they fled;
at the voice of Your thunder they hastened
away. They went up over the mountains;
they went down into the valleys, to the

God’s Word also marks boundaries
when he instructed us to guard our hearts.
“Keep your heart with all diligence, for
out of it spring the issues of life” (Proverbs
4:23). And the borders of our minds are
kept safe with the promise, “You will
keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on You, because he trusts in You”
(Isaiah 26:3).

We should not live beyond the
boundary of blessings provided by
God’s benevolent guidance. Boundaries
define who we are, what we wear, what
we eat, and how we worship. There are
boundaries for marriage, for friendships,
and for enemies. Boundaries secure our



not to go as we journey through life. Even
fish know their limitations within the
boundaries of the waters. Should they
remain hidden in the murky depths or
venture into the sun-soaked shallows?
The gathering of the waters within
their boundaries cover about 71 percent
of the earth’s surface, and the oceans hold
about 96.5 percent of all earth’s water.
Such a vast liquid habitat provides a home
for an estimated 3.5 trillion fish created
on day three that illuminate the depths
in a kaleidoscope of colors. Graced with
unique abilities, some sea creatures from
day five can change color, produce light
and electricity, and regenerate injured fins.

Genesis 1:20-23 chro:
creation of the myriad of sea
“Then God said, ‘Let the wat
abound with an abundance ¢
creatures. . ..” So God create
creatures and every living th
moves, with which the watei
according to their kind. ... ¢
that it was good. And God b
saying, ‘Be fruitful and multi
the waters in the seas. ...” S
and the morning were the fif

To the fish, who see t
right at the same time, as we
and below, this environment
freedom of movement. God



Administration, once stated, “They’re so
good-natured, so curious. You know, fish
are sensitive, . . . they hurt when they’re
wounded.”

Fish were once thought to possess
no feelings and no memory, but studies
reveal that fish remember individuals,
suffer fear, and experience pain yet seem
to have limited concern for their well-
being. “Most recent interpretations of the
results of many studies lead us to believe
that fish have the structures necessary
and the capacity to experience fear and
pain and can thus suffer,” according to
the Scientific Panel for Animal Health and
Welfare. Being sentient beings means fish

conscience to ponder our responsibility in
caring for this realm of His creation.
While we cannot delve into the
mind of a fish, we can observe interesting
characteristics. In their underwater
world, fish use tools like rocks to open
shells, build homes for rearing young, and
even tend gardens. Some communicate
in various ways like humming or even
by changing color. Groupers can make
booming sounds and use body language
in working as a team to gesture to eels
where prey is hiding. Elephant fish may
have the fastest known communication
ability by using electrical signals.
Stickleback fish choose various species
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wetlands (from the one-inch fire gobies to
the beluga sturgeon reaching twenty feet
in length), each life beneath the surface
has a place in its respective body of water.
Another 20,000-plus species swim the
salty oceans (from the world’s tiniest
paedocypris fish at less than one-third of
an inch long found around the Indonesian
islands to the two-hundred ton blue whale
gracing many oceans).

Astounding varieties and abilities
among the sea creatures inspire awe
toward our Creator. A krill spends the
day drifting up and down the water
column in the Arctic ocean searching for
phytoplankton. Diving deep into the cold

sixty-eight miles per hour (fe
cheetah) near the surface of t
Flying fish can glide as far as
and sixty feet and reach heig
twenty feet above the surface
Salmon leave the ocean to co
water rivers and lakes as the
their way home after venturi
sea for several years and tho
miles.

A mere strand of san
to God’s goodness in setting
amid His creation. Standing
of a sea, we witness how Gox
saves the world from destruc
constraining the water wher



fish stay where the voice of God guides
them and the waters. “The voice of the
Lord is over the waters; the God of glory
thunders; the Lord is over many waters.
The voice of the Lord is powerful; the
voice of the Lord is full of majesty” (Psalm
29:3, 4). Wherever the water is directed
and supplied with sustenance, the fish go
with it in obedience to His providence.
When the seas get rough, we may
be tempted to leap the boundaries God
has erected for our well-being. Proverbs
8:27-34 illustrates greater wisdom with
images of the sea. “When He drew a
circle on the face of the deep, when He
established the clouds above, when He

foundations of the earth, . .. I was daily
His delight, rejoicing always before Him,
rejoicing in His inhabited world, . . . ‘Now
therefore, listen to me, my children, for
blessed are those who keep my ways.
Hear instruction and be wise, and do not
disdain it. Blessed is the man who listens
to me.””

Part of our understanding of
boundaries that the Creator establishes
includes defining how much of the world
around us is our responsibility. Most of
us think we need to be doing more in
this life. We are not working enough,
earning enough, praying enough, or being
enough to others. But one of the names



"God Almighty.” Serve me faithfully and where she examines the design ¢
live a blameless life’” (Genesis 17:1, NLT).  of the wonders of Creation. Ton
He is enough. His ways are sufficient, for and publisher of Creation Illus
us as well as His fixed borders both divine
and natural for those who walk by faith.
While the adversary continually
seeks to move the boundary lines with
the idea that the world can exist without
knowing God, it is enough to know that
God’s plan of salvation for His entire
creation is in His hands, and it is enough
that Jesus died to rescue it all. Such
assurance inspires us to thrive within
the boundaries He establishes for our
well-being—living, thriving, serving, and
rejoicing right where He puts us—just as
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burrowing creatures; moles
aggressively tunnel to satisfy
their voracious appetite for
earthworms. The Washington
Department of Fish and Wildlife
notes that “moles are fast diggers
and can tunnel at a rate of fifteen
feet per hour. In favorable soil
conditions, shallow tunnels can be
dug at a rate of twelve inches per
minute. Signs of their presence
include molehills or mounds near
tunnel entrances and mole runs or
trails of soil raised by tunneling
just below ground level. Actually,
moles dig their runs on two levels:

In drawing the parallel,
both moles and prayers are nearly
blind. They pursue their goal
without seeing exactly what's
going on, and, especially with
prayer, what is needed, what is
the immediate effect, and what is
the ultimate outcome cannot be
adequately discerned.

When I'm praying for
my grandchildren who are home
alone on summer weekdays, I
surely can’t see their situation or
exploits. Nor can I be with my
son while he is hiking the seventy-
mile Laurel Highlands Trail in






(RN L L W S LI LUy vl VLW

righteous person is powerful and
effective” (James 5:16, NIV).

Both are persistent. Moles
are active day and night, and
they don’t hibernate. When
temperatures plummet, these
determined creatures just dig
deeper following their food source
into warmer soil just as necessity
impels my dogged prayers to dig
deeper into my Source. “Then
Jesus told his disciples a parable to
show them that they should always
pray and not give up” (Luke 18:1,
NIV).

temptation’” (Luke 22:40, NIV).
Both moles and prayers
are vilified and misrepresented.
Mention moles and get the
“ugh” response from a lot of
homeowners. Mention prayer and
get a similar response from some
Christians. But in reality there
can be many benefits from moles
including improved drainage for
plants and getting air into the
soil. And the priceless power and
potential of prayer is so much
greater—redirected lives, healed
families, redeemed failures that






Additional research shows that two-thirds of
are growing at least some food, and many are
planning to continue to do so in 2021.

More than eighteen thousand people
Penn State Extension’s ten-part webinar calle
“Victory Garden Reinvented.” Many others ¢
helpful tips from the local libraries, bookstore
Master Gardeners in their communities.

Unfortunately, not everyone has an ec
amount of space to grow a garden. In fact, th
size of a median-sized lot dropped 18.3 perce
2009 to 2018. Furthermore, 35 percent of Ame
do not own a home where they are free to des
their own garden plots. This leaves many wc
if they can grow a garden.

Tips For Simple Living

Surprisingly, not a lot of space is needed to
grow fresh food. All you need is soil, seeds, water, and
sunlight. So, if you have a small sunny spot in your
yard or even on your patio or balcony, you can grow
food. Here are a few helpful aids that might help you
garden in a small space, which can also prevent moles
and various creatures from invading your garden area.
* Using cinder blocks for a raised bed garden or to
stack for planting inside the block holes provides a
quick, low-cost way to get a nice garden started in a
small area.
e Making your own trellis to help your garden grow
up instead of out will increase your garden yield while
using a small footprint. Different materials can be
used to build a trellis including nylon trellis netting,

nature to feed the world. Jesus used the
practice of sowing seeds and explaining .
germinate to teach us how we as Christic
our spiritual life. The mystery of how ea
the replication of itself has been in existe
third day of the Creation week. “/Let the
forth grass, the herb that yields seed, anc
that yields fruit according to its kind, wh
itself, on the earth”” (Genesis 1:11).

As the seed sends its roots down
it drinks in the nutrients and moisture w
and the miracle of photosynthesis gives |
oxygen along with the fruit that the plan
As Christians, we, too, must put our root
the soil of good nutrients and moisture o
and share the fruit that comes forth throt



ust over a hundred years ago, an Alabama businessman asked his doctor a

question: “What should I do about this epidemic?” And although social d

we know it during the Covid era was not broadly observed during the 191

outbreak, the doctor did recommend seclusion.

“If you still want to buy that old fishing camp,” the doctor said, “do it.”

So, Walter Bellingrath and his wife Bessie traded the comfort of their Ann ¢
Mobile, Alabama, for two rustic cabins situated on the Fowl River. From this simp
Bellingrath Gardens and later a larger home emerged, both of which now hold recc
the United States” National Register of Historic Places.

When I visited in June, I saw hints of what I later learned to be true about t
Bellingraths. In the Live Oak Plaza portion of the garden I admired the bronze reli
at the well filling her pitcher as told in Genesis 24. I wondered, did the Bellingrath

gardens from eden



the Wellspring of life? After seeing everything from allamenda to zinnias and noticing the
seamless presentation of the home and gardens, I wondered if the couple studied the handiwork
of the Master Gardener.

According to the director of the Bellingrath Museum Home, the unique setting and
garden arrangement revealed that the affluent Walter Bellingrath utilized salvaged cast-iron
pieces from buildings about to be demolished to adorn the estate. The flower planters in the
Rose Garden once served as the columns capitals at the Bank of the State of Alabama in Mobile
that was built in 1832. Also saved from destruction were cast-iron railings and columns crafted
around 1860 from the Southern Hotel in downtown Mobile.

Although recycling materials may not seem out of place in the twenty-first century, the
director explained that it was not popular to build with salvaged materials back in the 1930s. It
would be another twenty years before that idea took hold. But eager to create a space fitting

by lori williams



rights to sell the beverage in Mobile. He often walked the tracks within the 100-mi
his franchise territory because he lacked money for train fare. Upon returning to h
plant, Bellingrath and one assistant used a hand-and-foot powered bottling machir
orders. Then it was time to load the wagon, harness the mule, make deliveries, anc
empty bottles that were then washed by hand.

Though Bellingrath eventually prospered financially, he also recognized th:
diligent man will get precious wealth” (Proverbs 12:27, ESV). The fishing camp wt
advised him to rest was, in Bellingrath’s words, little more than a “semitropical jun
he worked with just one helper (his father-in-law) to clear debris and haul water fr.
Today almost a thousand acres of the property are set aside as undeveloped green :
is even a boardwalk that gives visitors a close-up look at the bayou ecosystem.

The Bellingraths clearly knew the meaning of wholesome living in an Eden
This earth and all it contains are a gift from God. “The heavens are the Lord’s heav
the psalmist in 115:16 (ESV), “but the earth He has given to the children of man.” ]
for “has given” is na-tan, which appears 187 times in the Old Testament, including !
of children (Genesis 48:9), manna (Exodus 16:15), the Promised Land (Numbers 32:



relief of Rebecca at the well, flanked by flower planters and framed by live oak branches, anchors
the space.

Although the history of the bronze plaque is unknown, this much is certain: Bessie
Bellingrath gathered inspiration from the Old Testament woman who graciously drew water
for a thirsty traveler and his camels. Bessie, however, drew from her finances. Upon hearing
that particular families were struggling during the Great Depression, Bessie showed up at their
doorstep and offered to buy whatever was blooming in the family’s yard. She paid hundreds of
dollars for the plants.

Some of those plants grace the 400-foot-long border of the Great Lawn. You'll want to
sink your bare feet into this luscious verdure or at least reach down to make sure the stretch of
emerald carpet is real. Ibelieve this is the kind of setting David envisioned when he wrote, “In
pastures of tender grass He causeth me to lie down” (Psalm 23:2, YLT).

Today Bellingrath Gardens covers sixty-five acres of the original land purchased by
Walter Bellingrath. For every season there is beautiful color, variety, and texture. As promised
in Ecclesiastes 3:11, “God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted
eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole scope of God’s work



Some of the plants are a result of various weather events. In 1979 Hurricar
and its accompanying tornadoes uprooted hundreds of trees and camellias, creatin
stretches where shade-loving plants once thrived. Plantings were adjusted and ga:
designed new spaces while accepting plant donations from local residents, and the
settled in beside old plants with deep roots. The roses had to be excavated, pruned
refrigerated for future replanting after Hurricane Frederic tore through the garden.

The azaleas came from the Bellingrath’s elegant garden in Mobile, and whe
abundance many flowers were cut, arranged in vases, and transported to town. At
Bellingrath’s request, the floral arrangements were taken to the local infirmary and
patients who had no flowers.

Though the flowers whisper grace in the breeze that lifts their heads, the cc
the Guest Registry at the Bellingrath estate speak volumes. Visitors often compare
Garden of Eden.

What a fitting tribute to a woman who sowed generously, both in her garde
life as offered in 2 Corinthians 9:6. “Now I say this: the one who sows sparingly w:
sparingly, and the one who sows generously will also reap generously (NASB).
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tour with his foot still in the air. Kaylee bent
<ed something. “Look, this frog is almost de
of observed.

dies. Dad stooped down next to her ar
wall piles  “Nope. This frog is almost alive again.”
as so youth looked to him with confused expr
1t notice “How can a frog be almost alive?
yuted, asked.

“God gave frogs some pretty uni
xdiately Dad explained. “This creature has comp

u T H o N E






“What?” Neither Christopher nor Kaylee
thought they had heard about that.

“Tt does,” Dad continued. “Revelation 3:15
says, ‘I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor
hot: I would thou wert cold or hot’ (KJV). Do either of
you have any idea what that means?”

Neither child spoke for a moment, but then
Kaylee voiced her thoughts. “Some Christians are
always talking about God, but others don’t talk about
Him at all.”

“Is that what preachers mean when they say
people are on fire for God?” Christopher asked.

“You're both getting it!” Dad assured the
children. “We can’t be like that frog that is so cold it's

Peter healed the lame beggar nea
by saying, “Silver and gold have I none;
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus
Nazareth rise up and walk. ... And he I
stood, and walked, and entered with the
temple, walking, and leaping, and praisi
3:6, 8, KJV).

“Well, I definitely don’t want to t
nearly frozen frog,” Christopher said.

Cringing again, Kaylee added, “1
be a half-thawed one either.”

Dad smiled. “How about we all
to be excited about God and sharing Hin
others?”



all work together enabling this plant to grow
where almost nothing else can grow. God'’s
love has in it this quality of endurance.”Yes, |
have loved you with an everlasting love; there-
fore with loving kindness | have drawn you"”
Jeremiah 31:3.

If we do not resist this enduring love we will be
drawn to Him.This divine love was manifested
in the humanity of Jesus. He revealed the ten
qualities of our dandelion plant by obeying
God'’s ten commandments. “He endured the
cross, despising the shame” Hebrews 12:2.

His love implanted in our hearts will make us

Jesus will live this quality of endurar
where in our dying world.
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https://www.creationillustrated.com/contests/

III. Re-Creation and Restoration Qutdoors—*‘Above Papua Indonesia’ s

1. What did the runway look like that the bush plane landed on in the jungle village of Korupt

2. List the ways the native people of Papua are helped with the bush planes services. p. 24

3. How many plant species does the world record-holding New Guinea have? How many are
island? How many vertebrate species populate the island? p. 25

s

. Does New Guinea have any mammal predators besides humanity in the island?
. Who knows all the names of the flora and fauna and is interested in them? (See Psalm 50:11

193]

IV. The Creation Week —““Creation Day 5, Part 1 —Sea Creatures” story,

1. What role do boundaries play with the creation of fish? What instruction do we receive fror
guard our boundaries? (See Proverbs 4:23 and Isaiah 26:3.) pp. 29, 30

2. How much of the world’s water do the oceans hold, and about how many fish live in them?

3. Recent studies indicate that fish have the capacity to experience what two traits? p. 31

4. What fish uses electrical signals to communicate? What fish moves faster than a cheetah? ¢

5. What can inspire us all to live within the boundaries established for our well-being? p. 36


https://simplecirc.com/shop/creation-illustrated/unit-studies
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https://calmingharp.com/
https://www.ipray.me/
https://www.scubaguruacademy.com/?affcode=93089_iy7xtkh0
https://www.amazon.com/Little-Lamb-Meets-Different/dp/0997365110/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=the+little+lamb+by+patrick+mccullough&qid=1613712893&sr=8-2



https://www.mottmedia.com/product-page/adventures-of-the-northwoods-set-2-volumes-6-through-10



https://schoolhouseconnect.com/free-considering-homeschooling-info-pak/



https://robinsonbooks.com/
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